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PREFACE. 



The Editor feels a twofold satisfaction in 
being accessary to the publication of the 
following Memoir. In the first place, 
because it affords him an opportunity of 
testifying his regard for her who is the 
subject of it; and, in the second place, 
because he is convinced that the character 
of the Memoir is decidedly one of those, 
which are best calculated for general use- 
fulness. It is devoid, indeed, of features 
very striking and uncommon : there is 
no remarkable conversion from a course 
peculiarly indicating an estrangement from 
God : there is no exploit exhibited to arrest 
the attention and excite the astonishment of 
the reader : there is no display of remark- 
able genius or attainment: — but there 
is that in the Memoir which, above all 

a 
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other considerations, stamps its value ; 
there is the example of an early and well- 
considered dedication to the Lord ; the 
example of a uniform course of filial obe- 
dience; the example of a long life spent in 
the service of the Saviour, without any fall 
or inconsistency, beyond what is common 
to the people of God in their present im- 
perfect state of existence. 

Judging from his own feelings, the Edi- 
tor is persuaded that the Memoir will 
prove very acceptable to Christian Parents. 
Who can rise from the perusal of it, with- 
out an ardent desire, that the children 
whom God has given him may early mani- 
fest a similar work of grace ? What bless- 
ing in the whole world can be so enviable, 
as to have a child at the age of eleven 
years thus awakened to a just sense of the 
grand truths of Christianity, and unable to 
withhold from her parents the disclosure 
of the great things which God had done 
for her soul? If a similar course is pur- 
sued, similar results may reasonably be 
expected. God has shewn his willingness 
to take the children of believing parents 
into covenant with himself. And if they 
are presented to him in faith in the ordi- 
nance of his own appointment, with what 
confidence may we hope, that a subsequent 
course of unceasing supplication on their 
behalf, of consistent example, and judicious 



culture nnd discipline^ will be crowned vriih 
success. 

The Memoir too may suggest to Parents 
the vast importance of affording their chil- 
dren a decidedly religious education. It 
ought to be taken for granted by believers, 
that there is mercy in store for their chil- 
dren ; that having been presented to God 
in baptism, he has indeed accepted them 
as a part of his adopted family, and only 
lent them back again to their earthly pa- 
rents, to be brought up for Himself. A 
firm reliance on the love and faithfulness 
of a Covenant God, should lead us to expect 
the dev elopement of Christian character. 
And if so, surely all our arrangements 
should be made consistent with such an 
expectation, A child should never, if 
possible, be so situated, as not to have at 
band, at the period of his turning from 
darkness to light, some experienced and 
spiritual-minded friend, to direct his new 
feelings, and to co-operate with the Holy 
Spirit in his work of mercy. 

With what gratitude does Mrs. Dawson 
speak of her spiritual advantages at this 
critical period ! 

And to Young Persons, the following 
Memoir is indeed most valuable. What 
a blessing is early piety ! It draws away 
the youthful mind from the poisoned 
streams of this vain world, and leads it to 




the coiileiriplatipii of objects which can 
alone vieiti solid enjoynieiil. If a young 
Christian glances bis eye over the following 
pages, let him see what he has to expect, 
if he diligently uses the means of grace, 
Tiie way before him may look long anil 
formidable; and each succeeding step in 
it may seem more arduous than those al- 
ready taken : aTid often in a dark and low- 
ering moment, it may be thought a vain 
thing to serve the Lord : but that gracious 
God who for more than half a century en- 
abled Mrs. Dawson to hold on her way, 
amid similar fears and dangers, will not be 
wanting lo any who have learnt to repose 
on his orrmipotence, and to plead the pro- 
mises of his grace. 

Aud if any part of the character of the 
deceased may be singled out a.nd noticed, 
as that which conduces, under the divine 
blessing, above every thing else to the 
Christian's continuance in the ways of the 
Lord, it is her humilUi/. Mus, Dawson 
was eminently a humble Christian : not as 
it respected the facility or frequency with 
which she could speak iti lowering terms 
of herself— this is no proof of humility — 
for there may be pride in the very confes- 
sions of our unworthincss : hut the uniform 
tenor of her conduct practically evinced 
her huniilily. There was an unceasing 
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abounding in the work of the Lord, with 
the least possible shew or ostentation. In 
the dispensing of her unbounded charities^ 
she was truly unwilling to let her left hand 
know what her right hand had done. And 
as a striking proof of her humility it may 
be worth mentioning, that it was only a 
very few years before she died, that her 
own children were aware that any letters 
in the Cardiphonia were addressed to her. 
So afraid was she of seeming conceited of 
the friendship of such an eminent Christian 
as Mr. Newton, that to prevent the possi- 
bility of suspicion, arising from her well- 
known acquaintance with him, she had 
actually erased her initials in the family 
copy of that excellent work. It was this 
subjection of self, this lowness in her own 
eyes, which kept her daily as a needy sinner 
at the feet of Jesus ; and hence arose her 
constant fellowship in the Gospel, from the 
first day of her conversion, until she was 
gathered in a good old age to her fathers. 
The Editor has stated his satisfaction at 
being accessary to the publication of the 
following Memoir. If the subject of it 
could feel a pleasure in attending a Church 
of which she was not a member, because it 
reminded her of the period when there 
would be no divisions or differences a- 
mongst the faithful people of God; the 
Editor can truly say, that he reciprocates 
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the feeling ; and that it affords him a 
yery sincere gratification to pursue, by his 
participation in this work, a friendship of 
no ordinary description ; and which a dif- 
ference in some minor matters, (never re- 
cognized, indeed, during the course of that 
friendship,) could not extinguish. With 
every feeling of predilection for his own 
communion^ he rejoices when he discovers 
that common ground on which all can 
stand, who love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity ; and he trusts the day is hasten- 
ing on, when Ephraim shall not envy Ju- 
dah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim. 
Surely, without any compromise of prin- 
ciple, the Saviour's image must be loved 
wherever it is seen ; and sweet must be the 
foretastes of that heavenly world, in which 
all who have been influenced by one com- 
mon Spirit, shall sit around the table of 
their common Lord. 

The Public are indebted to the Daugh- 
ters of the deceased for the materials of 
this Memoir. It was not without some 
difficulty that they could bring their minds 
to a measure, which they were well a- 
ware would have been so very abhorrent 
from the wishes of their beloved Parent. 
Her humble, retiring character would have 
led her to shrink from the idea of an ex- 
posure to others of her private commun- 
mgs with her God. But it is this very 
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character of the deceased, which enhances 
the value of the following pages. She was 
the last person in the worhl to have penned 
a jingle sentence under the expectation of 
its travelling beyond her intended limits. 
The very circumstance, that it could be 
supposed possible that a Diary had been 
penned with the remotest wish for its pub- 
licity would at once destroy its value. 

There was an equal difficulty in deciding 
upon the propriety of publishing such writ- 
ings as the following at alL To some it 
may seem altogether wrong to publish to 
the world the secret experience of the 
Christian. 

The Editor is thankful that both these 
difficulties have been surmounted. Of all 
religious reading, truly valuable Biogra- 
phy is the most of a desideratum. Such 
works as 'Mhe Lives of pious women/' 
'^ Mrs. Graham's Life/' &c. have been most 
acceptable and useful in the religious 
world ; and perhaps not the least instruc- 
tive and valuable parts of such writings 
are those in which, as in many of David's 
Psalms and other parts of Scripture, the 
dealings of God with the souls of his chil- 
dren are developed. 

The Editor cannot help expressing his 
personal obligations to the Compilers of this 
Memoir. Their beloved Mother was in 
the habit of regarding his children almost 



as a part of her own family : and they will 
ever remember their kind friend with afr 
fection and regard. From this circum- 
stance, he feels it a great privilege and 
benefit to put her Life and Writings into 
their hands. And coming to them with 
all the advantage of old acquaintance, he 
indulges the hope and most earnestly prays, 
that his own dear children, along with 
many other young persons, may so read 
as to be led to imitate; and be encouraged 
to become followers of her, who through 
faith and patience, now inherits the pro- 
mises, " She, being dead, yet speaketh." 



'' Now see the saint immortal ; her I mean 
Who lived as such ; whose heart full bent on heaven, 
Lean'd all that way, her bias to the stars. 
" Observe the beauteous portrait, and admire, 
" Nor stop to wonder— imitate and live." 
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MRS. DAWSON. 



Xhs Subject of this Memoir, whose memory 
embalm^ in the minds of all who knew her, wj 
bom in London on the ^3d of September, Jl^ 
She was descended from a respectable and tru] 
pious family. Her mother^s name was Fuller; an 
her father, Mr. George Flower, was for many yeai 
tieacon of the church at White Row, under the pa 
^oral care of The Rev. Edwd. Eitchin. His tei 
demess towards his children, and the strong patem; 
anxiety he felt fpr their salvation, were deeply in 
pressed on her mind, and fondly cherished in h< 
recollection till the day of her death; and after a lii 
devoted to the service of God in the station 1 
occupied, he triumphantly departed, leaving a d( 
lightful testimony of his safety and eternal happ 
ness. This event is particularly recorded by he 
being probably the first severe affliction she had ev< 
been called to suffer; nor did it find her ignorant < 
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the true source of comfort, for at that early period 
she had taken her Father'^s God to be her God, and 
experienced the blessedness of casting all her care 
on Him whom she then found to be the Father of 
the fatherless, and in the latter years of her life, the 
friend of the widow. For a considerable period pre- 
vious to her father'^s death, she had been a partaker 
of that grace, which introduces the soul into the 
family of God. 

She was placed at a boarding-school at Northamp- 
ton, conducted by Mrs. Trinder, a lady of eminent 
piety, with whom she afterwards maintained an 
interesting correspondence. In this situation the 
happy state of her mind may be inferred from the 
following letter, written when she was eleven years 
old, and dated the 17th of August, 1771. 

Northampton. 
Dear and honoured Parents : 

According to your desire, t shall now write 
you a short account of the dealings of God with my 
soul. Having the privilege to be bom of godly 
parents, who frequently talked to me upon religion, 
I soon became sensible that I was a sinner ; but I 
did not mind that, because I thought I was no greater 
a sinner than the rest of mankind. The advantage 
of sitting under a godly minister, made me see that 
my own righteousness could not saye me; but I was 
not mindful of it, neither did I thkdcisdbout any other 
righteousness, till my sister once told me I could 
not be saved but by Christ, and "that all the advan- 
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tages I enjoyed of hearing the Gospel and of a reli- 
gious education, woidd rise up in judgment against 
me, and make my condemnation greater, and that 
after I had so many warnings from my parents and 
from her, they would all own my condemnation 
just, and glorify God in it.'*' These words made 
some impression on my mind, but did not take deep 
root; yet it did not quite wear off, and it did ofttimes 
fill me with terror. This was followed with some 
dreadful thoughts of death, hell, and eternity. Then 
it was the Lord was pleased to shew me that I was 
a great sinner, and that I could not escape at the 
judgment-day. Then I used to think on those in 
hell. It was very dreadful to me to think what 
the wicked would do at the day of Ju'd^nient, anc 
of being i^ that dreadful place for ever. Then-] 
thought of the joys of the righteous ; they would hi 
smging and praising God; and I longed to be assur- 
ed that I was one of the happy number. When mj 
sister died, it made some impression on my mind; 
and I thought it was very merciful of the Lord to 
take her away and leave me, who was not fit for 
death. He might justly have taken me away and 
sent me to hell, and spared her a little longer to be 
the delight of her parents, and the joy of her brothers 
and sisters. These words in Prov. viii. 17. "I love 
them that love me,*" &c. were a great comfort to me: 
likewise Christ's; ♦^Suffer little children to com© 
unto me. Sec."" I thought also on that text, " I came, 
pot to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.*" 
I thought it was great condescension in Christ,rthAt 
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he should save l^uch sinners as I was ; though I ne- 
ver had any great terrors on account of my sins, 
because the Lord was pleased to set home this text 
upon my heart: " This is a faithful saying and wor* 
thy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief." 
But then I thought, Paul, only as other Christians, 
thought himself the chief of sinners, and I might be 
worse than him; but the verse following comforted 
me; again, the 13th verse made me stagger : viz. 
" But I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly 
in unbelief." I thought I had sinned wilfiilly, 
knowing that I was wrong ; but the saine verse also 
comforted me : " Howbeit for this cause I obtained 
mercVv-Ste^nittme first Christ Jesus might «hew forth 
dTlong-suffering.'*' 1 Tim. i. 16. Neither did the 
Lord suffer me to go to the Law. I knew I could 
not be acquitted there. I saw the way of salvatiott 
by Christ, having had religious parents, who from 
my youth taught me to read the Scriptures and 
search them. This has been made of use to me, I 
hope. Oh ! may the Lord teach me to know them, 
and see myself interested in them. The promises 
have been greatly of use to my comfort, particularly 
the 5Bd, 54th, and 55th chapters of Isaiah. One 
time I was under a doubt whether I was a child of 
God or no, because I did not mourn so much on 
account of my sins, and had not such terrors as 
others. I told this to one of my schoolfellows, who 
said I might be like Lydia, who received the word 
with joy; and represented to me such a sight of sin 
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as I hope I shall ever desire to have ;' viz. to see that 

I am a poor^ miserable, blind, and naked creature; 

that I may be humbled before God on this account, 

and at the same time not to despond, but to have 

fiuth in Christ that he is able and willing to save 

me* The Hev. Mr. M^ Gowan preached from these 

words \ ^^ They that are whole, need not a physician, 

&c.^ wherein he said, there were some who mourned 

because they had not such terrors as others, and 

that they did not mourn on accoimt of their sins 

as others; so they were mourning to have what 

others mourned for. He said it was a plain proof 

such a one was called by grace. One time I thought 

I was too young, and was such a little insignificant 

creature, that God had something else to think of 

that was better, and that he would not take notice 

dif such a poor siniier as I was ; but I heard a sermon 

in which it was observed, Christ would not lose one 

of Jbis whole body, and that the weakest and meanest 

believe should not perish^ but .all be brought safe 

to g}ory, and that whosoever cometh unto him he will 

by no means cast out. Amongst all this, I had very 

dieadful and very pleasing prospects of death and 

eternity, which I always loved to meditate upon. 

Mr. Ryland, whose preaching was of great use to 

me, observed, that if a sinner was made to see more 

dp his own sinfiilness, and more of Christ'^s beauty 

and fitness to save, it was real. He said, *^ Could 

the devil produce desire for any thing that was good? 

It was God who gave the desire ; and surely he must 

satisfy the desire he gave."*^ This greatly comforted 
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me; it was then I longed to depart and be with 
Christ ; then I saw my interest in him to be clear. 
One time I was thinking upon that text : " Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest."" I thought, how did I know 
that Christ was willing to save me ? then that text 
came with power : " Whoso will, let him come and 
take of the water of life freely.*" Another thing that 
comforted me was, the faithfulness and tenderness 
of God; his love to his people, who love him so 
little. Some such texts as these very much com- 
forted me. Rom. viii. 38, 39- "For I am per- 
suaded, that neither life nor death,*" &c. " For the 
mountains may depart and the hills be removed, 
yet my loving-kindness shall not depart,'^ &c. And 
" Ho every one that thirsteth, fee."" Likewise the 
tenderness and love of Christ to his own people, 
that he loved them, and "gave himself for them.*" 
Like as a father pitieth his children, &c.^ And 
Though he is the high and lofty One,'' &c. Mr. 
Ryland observed, that ^' to he contrite, was to be 
broken for sin, and from sin.*" One night he preach- 
ed from Dan. v. 26. " Thou art weighed in the ba- 
lance and art found wanting.*" He observed nothing 
but Christ's righteousness coidd make them equal ; 
all our own good works will for ever be weighed 
down. This put me on prayer to the Lord, that he 
would not let me be found wanting in the day when 
Christ shall make up his jewels. Something my 
papa said to me on the day of judgment, made it 
appear very dreadful to me : viz. how awful it would 
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be, to see the parents on the right hand and the 
children on the left; and though he had offered up 
many prayers on my account in this world, yet all 
the tears and prayers in the world could not save 
me. Likewise my brother George's dying sentences 
very much affected me. I longed to be like him; 
and, when in a comfortable frame of mind, the two 
verses he uttered on his death-bed were very sweet 
to me. 

This life*8 a dream, an empty shew ; 
But the bright world to which I go 
Hath joys substantial and sincere ; 
When shall I wake and find me there ? 

glorious hour ! O blest abode ! 

1 shall be near, and like my God ! 
And flesh and sin no more controul 
The sacred pleasures of my souL 

These verses made me long to die. Sometimes I 
thought when I was not in a doubting frame, how 
could any one doubt of their interest in Christ, who 
had any desire towards him ? but I soon found I 
was mistaken. But as I am a young one in the 
school of Christ, I know little of the darkness and 
terrors which others have experienced. One night 
when I was at home, I heard of a fire somewhere, 
and could not go to sleep for fear our house should 
be burnt : however I thought the Lord could protect 
me and receive me to his arms if I was burnt ; and 
so went to sleep very comfortably. In the morning 
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^^^^ I read a ch&ptcr where the book opened. It was at 
^^^^b liieae words in the 91st Psalm : " A thuusand »>hall . 
^^^H ftll at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand, 
^^^" but it shall not come nigh thee," &c. The whole 
r Paalm was very comfortable to me. Another time 

11 I was very low and dull; and thought my sister 

' being out made me bo; and that I should be more 

cheerful, if I went out; but I remained the samei 
having the fear of death before me. I strove to 
drive it off, but could not. I had these words in 
Heb. xii. 25. before me : " See that ye refiise not 
him that speaketh, &c.'" I thought it was God who 
put these thoughts of death into my mind. I was 
taken ill the next day and was afraid of death, 
though I did not apprehend it nigh : I had terrible 
|[ views of eternity, of my state being fixed in a mo- 

ment, to be in endless misery, or endless happiness. 
Soon after this text of Scripture eame to me, Isa. 
xl. 11. " He shall gather the lambs in his arms, 
Sjc." I went on pretty comfortably for some time, 
when Mr. Ryland preached from Jer. iii. 9Si. "Turn 
ye backsliding children, and I will heal your back- 
slidings." He mentioned the symptoms of backslid- 
ing i 1. The neglect of secret prayer. 9. An aver- 
sion to religious conversation and preaching the 
Gospel. 3, A fear of death on any sudden illness. 
I was afraid that I had backslidden, but he said we 
had encouragement to return ; therefore I hope it 
will be my daily prayer that God would keep me 
close to himself, and be the guide of my youth, as I 
unal)le to keep myself Thus far I hope the 
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Lord has broii^t me on my way, and that he will 
continue his work in my heart: f<Nr whom he loves^ 
he loves unto the. end. And I hope and pray, 
he will make me sensible of my own vileness, and 
more of the beauty and fitness of Christ to save me; 
and that he will be .with me to bless me, with all 
those wbo^ thrcmgh- the goodness and mercy of God^ 
have bcfen made useAil in confirming and strengtlK 
enuag me in my way to heaven. I am now very 
coBSfortaH^ I long for that glorious time, when 
we^sh^dl' meet I hope in glory. I hope there will 
tiot be-Qne of the family left behind. I thought I 
shodid ;have had the pleasure of seeing my papa and 
brother at Northampton ; but hope we shall meet be- 
fore Christmas. With love to my brother and sister, 

I am. 
Dear and honoured Parents, 
Your dutifiil daughter, 

Jane Flower. 

How must^the l^earts of her parents have xejpice^ 
<m receiving this letter ! What feelings of gratitude 
must h^ve been theirs, on finding thmr prayers, 
presented through the great Intercessor, had bean 
returned with showers of blessings ! The corres- 
pondence of her beloved father especially shews, that 
he had no greater joy (next to the assurance of his 
own salvation) than to see his children walking in 
the truth. Devoted to his Master's service, he 
possessed the most tender affections, arid eamestfy 
longed to see his lambs folded in the bosom of the 
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great and good Shepherd ; an ^evidence of which is 
contained in his reply to the foregoing letter, dated 
London, September 10th, 1771. 

My dear Jane, 

I received your agreeable letter, in which you 
give your parents an account of the dealings of God 
with your soul. I hope and trust the work is ge- 
nuine ; and pray that God, who has graciously begun 
and carried on the work hitherto, will carry it on to 
perfection ; and may you live upon that covenant 
God, who has set home so many precious promises 
to your soul. It is necessary to observe to you, 

1. That this work may sometimes be overshadow- 
ed with a cloud from various circumstances ; yet it 
shall be carried on: grace once implanted shall never 
be totally rooted out ; and though you may not 
always be under the smiles of the Sun of righteous- 
ness, yet the Sun remains the same. Corruption in 
the heart, which, if you live, you will see working 
more and more, is an enemy to grace, yet shall not 
conquer it; and grace will be triumphant and shall 
reign, notwithstanding all opposition. As Dr. Watts' 
hymn says — 

*'* A feeble saint shall win the day. 
Though death and hell obstruct the way.*' 

2. Take care of spiritual pride ; pray that the 
Lord would grant you both gifts and grace, and at 
the same time a true, real spirit of humility. Be 
often looking at your own heart, and you will see 
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<?nough to keep you low and humble; you will see 
pride, vanity, and evil thoughts^ which if reduced to 
words (and they are so before God) you would be 
ashamed to look at yourself. The more you look 
within, the humbler you will be. 

8. And while looking there, keep a steady eye 
on the Lord Jesus. As he is touched with a feeling 
of his people'^s infirmities, he knows how to comfort 
and succour you under every temptation, amid the 
assaults of your enemies without, and your corrup- 
tions within. You know Christ loves the lambs of 
his flock. Some of those texts you have mentioned 
in your experience, such as, " He gathers the lambs 
in his arms," &c. and " sufier little children to come 
unto me,'' &c. "they that seek me early shall find me,'' 
prove this. Be looking to this blessed Saviour un- 
der the trials you may be exercised with, from with- 
in or without. 

4. Admire, adore, love, praise and speak well of 
that free, rich, sovereign, distinguishing and ever- 
lasting love, which has been exercised towards a 
poor, insignificant creature (as you call yourself) 
mean in yourself, with nothing to recommend you 
to God's love and favour. That he should set his 
heart upon you, and you be one given to Christ, 
and this blessed Jesus give you a place in his heart, 
and write your name in his book of life; caUryou by 
his grace betimes, set home his promises to your 
soul, and this before you were 12 years old ; whilst 
others perish in their sins, and he curses the sinner, 
though 100 years old^ — what obligations has this laid 
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upon you to love him to all eternity ! and I trust 
and hope that will be the case with you here, and 
when time shall be no more. ^ 

5. Fray earnestly that the whole family may be 
made partakers of this grace ; and amongst the rest, 
your papa, who stands in more need of Buch peti- 
tions than you imagine. 'You notice how greatly it 
idBfected you, when I said how awful it would be tp 
Me the parents on the right hand and the childrad 
on the left; and now, on the other side, how awfid 
^ill it appear to see the children on the right hand, 
with the mother and the father on the left ! The 
idl^dren saved, the father perish ! Surely you will 
in your warmest and most elevated^ fra^e of spirit 
at the throne of grace, think on me. Remember, it 
is not the greatest professor has the most grace. 
You know that awftU word, Matt. vii. 22, 23. And 
as Mr. Flavel observes, " many whom we expect to 
1fii;;d in heaven another day, will not b^ there.*^ 
Surely then you should be earnest that none of the 
i&mily should be found deceivers ox hypocrites ano- 
tlier day. Pray for your brother betimes, that he 
may have a renewed heart and changing grace, 
which fihall be in him a preservative against the 
▼ices and errors of the day in which he lives, and 
Igr which he will be surrounded. You know these 
have often been my expressions at a throne of grace 
for my dear children. 

..X4i&tly9 pi^ep&^c fo^ death; look at it as a con- 
quered enemy, and only as an outlet from all sin 
and sorrow, and an inlet to every thing blessed and 
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joyful. It may be wondered I should write to one 
so young about dying ; but few parents have more 
cause to conclude a letter on this head than I have 
had. Does not George who was a little younger, 
and Sarah who was a little older, call aloud to you ? 
Blessed children ! they are where I hope the rest of 
you with their parents will be ; and you know, God 
ripened them for the place before he took them ; 
and who knows but this early work in your 4ieart 
may be to fill the measure of his grace in a little time, 
and call you home. Those children whom God has 
blessed with any great measure of grace — he often 
does it to make quick work, and cut it ishort in righ- 
teousness and mercy ; and sooner or later, I hope 
you will meet your dear Saviour with all my chil- 
dren in the upper world. Whether God'^s people 
will know each other, I am not certain ; but how- 
ever it be, there will be nothing wanting to make 
the soul completely happy. And if this be the ca&c, 
to be called away so soon, what multitudes of evils 
are you spared ! a world and a heart full of corrupt* 
tions — many afflictions and trials both of body and 
mind : whilst others of God's children are groaning 
over their sins, deadness and darkness of soul ; 
struggling with inward and outward foes ; and walk- 
ing in dejection of spirit, to be delivered betimes 
from these, oh blessed, thrice happy are those who 
are in such a case ! 

And pow, my dear child, I write not this to damp 
your spirits ; but conclude, wishing you nearness of 
access to God, and greater acquaintance and coaU 
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munion with the great Head of the church, greater 
increase of light, joy and peace in believing; and 
whensoever it shall please him to take you to him- 
self, then an abundant entrance administered to you 
into the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and 
you, with all the family, found amongst the redeemed 
of the Lord, on Mount Zion. I can wish you no * 
•greater blessing; and conclude, as David did the 7^d 
Psalm, " my prayers are all ended.*" 

I remain your affectionate father, 

Geo. Fl-oweb. 

How cheering to the feelings of this tender heart" 
ed parent must have been such an evidence of the 
acceptance of his prayers ! And happy the child who 
was blessed with a father, whose highest pleasure was 
found in directing her to seek her comfort in union 
with God and that internal support, which springing 
from communion with the Saviour, is the best pre- 
paration for the trials of this changing scene ; the 
surest defence against the snares which beset the 
traveller's path in his search after true riches and 
those joys which never fade. 

In the foregoing letters, there is mention made of 
two of the family who had sa:fely reached the haven 
of rest. The younger of them appears to have been 
a truly interesting child, and from a record left by 
his honoiured father, a work of divine grace seems to 
have been deeply implanted in his heart. It is en- 
titled " Expressions of George Flower a few days 
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before his death, after a life of nine years and six 
months. He died 18th March, ITeT."" 

" That day week on which he died, being in a 
sweet and heavenly frame of mind, he was asked if 
he would not rather live, and be a comfort to his pa- 
rents. His answer was, perhaps he might turn out 
an affliction to them, and he would rather go to his 
sister (a child we lost three years ago.) He uttered 
two verses of Dr. Watts' 17th Psalm: 

" This life 's a dream, an empty shew.** 

He tried to sing these verses, but could not, but de- 
sired his mama would. He told me, this frame of mind 
he prayed for the night before. He said, he saw the 
importance of an interest in Christ, and chose rather 
to be singing with me above, than to stand another 
day and hear me repeat that dreadful sentence to 
God. I did not know what he meant ; but he thus 
explained himself: "you know. Papa, you told me 
at the great day you would be obliged to stand and 
say ; Lord, I told this child the importance of an 
interest in Christ and he would not attend to me ; 
and that I should consent to his condemnation f ' and 
expressions of this kind, which I remembered men- 
tioning to him and his brother. I told them what a 
wretched condition they were in, and if they were 
found destitute of an interest in Christ at last, I 
should acquit myself in that day, by making it 
known, that I had endeavoured all I could to im- 
press these things on their minds, but they would 
riot hearken; and words to this effect, which my 
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child remembered, but I had forgotten. As he lay 
on his mama^s lap and saw her grief, being in ex- 
quisite pain in his head, he said, ^^ Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee :"" and if 
this pain comes from God, said he, I must patiently 
bear it.-^Upon being asked how he knew his little 
sister was in heaven,^he said he believed all little 
children went there. I asked how he knew that he 
should go there ; he answered, ^^ Him that comes to 
me, I will in no wise cast out;^ and that he had been 
to Christ that morning by himself by prayer. The 
ibur lines he composed as he lay On his mother'^slap 
)are jus^ as he mentioned them— 

ChrUt is my portion and my all, 

I need not fear, I shall not fall ; 

Nor need I fear what all the world can do. 

Since Christ can fight and make snbdne. 

He could not make the last line into good measure 
and sense ; but meant, he need not fear wicked men 
or devils, since Christ could fight and overcome 
them. The next day he told me, he had been very 
earnest for his brother Willy, that God would take 
him off his play, and give him some serious thoughts 
about his soul. I asked him if he thought his pray- 
ers would be answered .'^ He said, yes. I asked why 
he thought so ? He replied, "because I told him, 
that when God designs to give a mercy, he inclines 
the heart to be earnest for that mercy before he 
^ves it.'' When speaking about the offices of Christ, 
particularly the priestly office and the sacrifices, that 
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we;e types of faim ; he 9aid he thought the Lamb 
was the sweetest type of Christ for his meekness and 
innocence. In speaking of the kingly office of 
Christ, I told him he conquers the corruptions of the 
heart, and prevents them from breaking out. He 
Tfiplied, 'the disciples told our Lord, the devils were 
subdued to him.^ ^>eaking of his illness, he told 
me the affliction God had sent upon him, made him 
more thoughtful about his soul than ever. Upon ask^o 
ing him whether he would rather choose to live or die, 
he replied, he would rather die ; because he should be 
delivered from those temptations to which he should 
be exposed if he lived, whereby he should be drawn 
into sin, and thus lose that comfortable frame he 
now enjoyed. At another time he said, there is no 
affliction, but there is a mercy at the end of it. 
Heaven, he said, was a place of praise. Upon my 
addng him, if he would not rather stay here and take 
« little pleasure and play a little longer, before he 
went there; he answered, his inclination to play 
here, would be rooted out of his heart there. 

'' On the evening of this day, his mama was say- 
ing to a person in the room, how long it w^ since 
she lost two of his sisters : he overhearing her, told 
her not to grieve for them, for they were much 
better off than if they were here. She said to him, 
'it was not a pleasant thing to lose all her children.^ 
He told her, she should do as Aaron did on the loss 
of his two sons : '^ Hold her peace.^ She asked him, 
if she should pray for his life ? he expressly forbad 
her ; saying, ' No.' The next day, Sabbath, March 

c 
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ISy The Rev. Mr. Kitdun visited him ; and asked 
him, if saying his prayers and his good thoughts 
would not recommend him to God ? He sud, ^ No. 
He was asked, what would? He replied; ^ Only 
the righteousness of Christ.'* And when Mr. Kit- 
chen asked him what he should pray for ? he an- 
swered ; ^ An interest in the Lord Jesus ; and that 
if it were the will of God, he might live to be a 
blessing to his parents ; but that if it were the unli 
of Gody he might die. When Mr. E. was gone, I 
told him some of the heads of the sermon, from, 
these words : ^' When the Lord shall build up Zion, 
he shall appear in his glory .^ I asked what-was 
the foundation of the Church? He said, ^ Christ;* 
and that ' the Church was made up of a number of 
Christians ; and their children were the seed of the 
Church.^ I afterwards told him, I rejoiced to find 
the pain abated in his head. He answered, ^rejoice 
in God.^ Upon consulting about calling in another 
physician, he overheard and said; ^it would signify 
nothing now ; there was but one physician could do 
him good — that was God.*" On Wednesday morn- 
ing he seemed in great pain, and I told him to be 
patient. He said, the Lord had not given him pa- 
tience that night. I told him, he should make use 
of the means to get patience, and that was to be 
still. He answered, ^ he must have patience and 
be still.^ In all his illness he never expressed any 
great impatience or murmuring, but when in the 
most acute pain in his head, he would only say, his 
head ached sadly; and just before he totally lost 



OF MES. DAWSON. 19 

his senses, in a violent fit of pain, he lifted up bis 
hands and said, ^ Lord God, deliver me from this 
pain r and some other words in prayer I could not 
understand. Immediately he lost the use of his 
speech, and so lay from Wednesday morning till 
Friday night, mostly convulsed: and after suffering 
much pain with much patience, God answered his 
prayers by taking him out of all his misery between 
two and three o^clock in the afternoon March 18, 
1757. One thing I remark in this child was, he 
shewed the greatest abhprrence of lying, or the least 
equivocation, for years before his death : and though 
death is in itself a formidable enemy, yet this child 
eould look him in the face without fear. 

"And I cannot also but observe,jhatthe expres- 
sions of parents to their children, though* Idrgotten 
.by themselves, may be remembered and impressed 
on the minds of their little ones^ and the fruits of 
them seen at an unexpected time."^ 

It is no matter of surprise, that the heart of this 
afifectionate parent, whilst it mourned over the loss 
of this promising bud, thus nipped from the flowers 
of his garden, should nevertheless recur, with satis- 
fieiction and delight, to the remembrance of the ex- 
pressions here noted down ; and that he should point 
them to his surviving children, as evidences that 
the happiness of true religion is a grand reality. 

But to return .from this digression to the sub- 
ject of our memoir. During the period of her con- 
tinuance at Northampton, the work of divine grace 
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appears to have gradually increased in strength, The 
promise was fulfilled to her, ' they that trust in the 
Lord shall was stronger and stronger.' The letters 
she frequently received from her father were a con- 
stant refreshment to her spirit, and quickened her in 
her progress heavenward. In one of those dated 
March IS, 1772, he says, " 1 hope, my dear girl, 
you grow in grace in proportion to the many priri- 
Icges you are favoured with. When it is considered 
how many they are ; a pious education, the many 
prayers, put up for you hy your parents, and I trust 
by your hrother and sister, and I doubt not by your 
tutors and little endearing companions and feliow- 
soldiera in the Christian warfare, I may say yoa 
have some thousands of petitions at the throne of 
grace, oifered on your account. The fruit of the 
blessed seed will, I hope, spring up in a blessed har. 
vest of joy and peace here and everlasting consola- 
tion hereafter, and that you will give growing evi- 
dences of a real, solid work of grace on your soul, 
wrought there by the Spirit of God. Remember 
you are but a very young soldier, but a few cam- 
paigns yet, only a few slight skirmishes with the 
enemy, a few almost imperceptible scars. The 
grand masked battery is concealed, and may be so 
for years. You know not their number or their 
power; many mighty men have been wounded; nor 
could they hold out, did not the glorious Captain 
•f iiieir salvation fight ?»■ them. Oh what broken 
bones, feeble and dying eferts, strength small, cor- 
ruptions making powerftl '^rts ! all these you know 
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but little of now, eoiitp«red whb what you will know, 
if life is ipttred ; but lie who has begun, will doubt<» 
leM cany on the work ; he will jBght for you: he has 
abeady conquered aU these enemies : diough they 
are sidbUaatid cunning, yet our great Lord and Head 
ia in this respect too much for them. Eeep,my dear 
childi a steady eye on him ; tread in his steps, lean 
upon hitti« I doubt not, but you will have many 
cenflicts ; but supported by bis omnipotent arm, a 
feeUe saint shall win the day. You are young, but 
you have an old tried Captain, even older than the 
enemy, he is the andent a£ days, the everlasting 
Father. Say then, '^ I will . go in ti^ strength of 
the Lord God ;^ and so go on to perfection, till I 
hope to meet y^u and my six lovdiy babes that are 
gcme befinre* Sweet babes, they all rest in hope. 
ICay we all be followers of them who through faith 
and patiettoe are now inheriting the premises. In a 
little thne the warfare will be accomplished.^—*-— 

Whilst she remained at Northampton, she ap- 
pears to have conljimenced the plan of recording the 
dealings of Grod with her soul, and the working of 
lier affiMlons towards Grod. This she never after- 
wards reUnquidied, and great was the jdeasure and 
jadvantage die derived in calling to mind bar past 
iKqperience in walking with Qod. Few Christtans 
have more fully enjoyed the blessedness ci commu- 
nion with their heavenly Father ; and as her dis- 
position was naturally reserved and marked wiCti a 
more than oirdinary siUre of timidity, she felt the 
prrrilege of laying tf/te^Jb^^r heart to him whose ^e 
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seeth in secret, and whose friendship she found her 
highest solace and support. Her diary presents an 
instructive lesson of true persevering piety : she scru- 
tinized her actions, her words, and her thoughts, with 
an entire regard to the great standard of divine 
truth ; she maintained a constant watchfiikiess 
against what she regarded her besetting sins ; and set- 
ting God always before her, she was enabled to walk 
with a single eye to his glory. The following extract 
may not be the commencement of the papers in 
which her feelings are noted down, but it was written 
at a very early age';' being dated January 2, 1774, 
when she was fourteen. 

^* The Lord of his infinite mercy has brought me 
to the beginning of another year — I would endea- 
vour to shei^ my gratitude by a more holy walk, and . 
more constant watchfulness over my own heart ; 'fer 
which purpose, as the Lord shall be pleased to en- 
able, me^ keep an account of his dealings with me, 
and lay down some rules by which I would endea^ 
vour to live, and to keep a more strict watdi over i&y 
outward conduct; also, with respect to my behaviour 
to all my fellow-creatures in every station of life, and 
with regard to the ordering and governing my 'pas- 
sions : viewing the Lord^s merciei^ and appearances 
of providence in my behalf; to mark them more than 
I have hitherto done ; and thus put myself in remem^ 
brance of former things, which I trust wUl be more 
for God'^s glory, if he shall please to bless it to me, 
and my own good. t^vti^ 
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**In the morning of this day, the Sabbath, too much 
file^ and too little time for the enjoyment of God 
in secret ; th^ sin I have particidarly to struggle 
widi,. Thoughts taken up with the things of this 
world. Very little of the presence of God in the 
morning; consequently as little in public worship; 
very, wandering in duty. . The moming'^s sermon 
inculcated resignation to the divine will; the a^r- 
noon^s, an encouragement to truly burthened souls 
to come to Christ. I would seriously examine what 
benefits I have reaped from these sermons. A light 
and trifling behaviour in God-s house I must strong- 
ly pray against, and foolish spending the Sabbath in 
the intervals of public worship. I would begin thb 
week and this new year with God, and earnestly beg 
of him to pardon the sins of the past, and give me a 
heart to spend this more to his glory, my own good, 
and (if it were his will) for the gpod of others. 

<< January IS. Alas ! what a cold^ dead heart I 
have towards him, whose mercies are so great to me. 
My soul cannot feel its depravity. It knows it by 
conviction of mny but oh, to melt in penitential sor- 
row for my great sins! I am a poor, mean^ un- 
thinking mortal ; wandering for ever from God, Jio 
searching after him, no life or power of religion in 
my soul, though I enjoy such great religious privi- 
I^ies. Yet, blessed be God, I have his presence 
under the word preached. 

^< This . week the Lord ha^ taken my dear Mr. 
Kitphin. H99§ V^ a Providenlce which ought not to 
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be passed over in eilence. A healthy constitution ; 
•n uninterrupted series of health — to be cut off in 
the midst of his usefulness, is a calling Providence 
to me, whom God has blessed with a peculiar share 
of health and spirits for many years past. How do 
I know but my constitution may break up, my 
health be impdred, my spirits fail, and death come 
iinespectedly, as it did upon him ? Am I ready ? No 
— I am too lukewarm, and unconcerned about these 
important matters. I do not hve as if time was 
short and eternity long ; and seem to put off the 
thought of death. I would earnestly pray for a 
keart to improve Sabbaths and ordinances, not spend- 
ing my time in idle conversation on that holy day, 
but meditating on the long and endless duration of 
eternity." 

About this time, she paid a visit to Southampton; 
and from the character of her observations, it is easy 
to infer from what society she would select faer com- 
panions and friends. Amongst the latter, the Rev. 
Thomas Kingsbury, the excellent Pastor of the In- 
dependent Church in that town, held a distingaished 
place. It is probable she had previously knowb 
him as a preacher during his academical engage- 
ments at Tooting, where at her father's country 
house she spent some of her happiest days. How-- 
ever this might be, she appears to have derived great 
pleasure and advantage from attending his ministry 
during her residence at Southampton, and very fre- 
quently even in advanced life did she recur to the 
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pleasttfe Ae experienced in the counsels of this hohf 
man. He was at that time entering upon the dutiet 
of his sacred office ; a situation, itoys his biographer^ 
in whieh^ '* during 45 years of his subsequent Ufe> 

II ■■■ n ■ ! * He ran hit godly noe, 

Nor &ret 4shaing*d, nor wishM to change hie p]aoe$ 

Unskilful he to fawn, or seek for pow*r. 

By doctrines £aslnon*d to the rarying hour ; 

Far other aims his heart had learnt to prize, •^ 

More bent to raise the wretched than to rise.* '* 

Bitt irhatelrer sodal gratifications she enjoyed, 
hef kemft and mind seemed to asjnre after one grand 
object^'^the love and favour of God in Christ. For 
her to live was Christ. Her anxiety on this most 
important object is apparent from the following do^ 
eument written atk her birth-day, and dated South- 
ampton, Sep. S8, 1775. 

<< The Lord havmg, by hid gracious Providence, 
lei^hened the span of my life tmto this day, I can^ 
not pass it ovet without taking notice of the many 
fnereies I have received for these sixteen years past, 
and for the increase of them the past year; and also 
of the many sins of which I have been more espe- 
ciidly guilty, since he brought me, I trust, to the 
knowledge of himself. This year I enter the seveA- 
te^Qth year of my life. Oh ! my soul, what unnum- 
b«ed sins and follies present themselves to thy view, 
when thou thinkest of the time thou hast Uved ilpoii 
^earthl Though yet in youthM vigour, how many 
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have been thy iniquities; and with what aggravated 
guilt they appear, when I consider my private and 
peculiar advantages. Let shame and sorrow come 
for a moment, and assist thee to lament over them. 
At such a time, oh ! thou blessed Spirit of grace, 
grant that repentance and godly sorrow for sin,'which 
need not to be repented of; but which, in thy hands, 
will produce very desirable effects. Spiritual and 
natural indolence stand confessed before me. Hard- 
ness of heart is what I can talk of more than many 
of the children of God, from feeling the sad effects 
of it. But there is one more destroyer of my peace, 
one more disturber of my best duties, which clings 
closer, if possible, than all the rest. Sometimes I 
feel myself alive to God, and my hard heart I hope 
is softened by views of Christ^s love to my soul ; 
but ah! how seldom is it that pride, that horrible 
enemy, will suffer me to enjoy the serenity and un- 
disturbed peace of mind I long for. No : that is 
the sin that cleaves close to me, and robs me of those 
sacred delights I long to enjoy. It steals upon me, 
even while loathing it. It goes with me from the 
closet into the world, and hourly breaks in upon my 
peace. If I were to write for ever, I could not ex- 
press the horror I have for this sin ; for I find some- 
thing of it in every word and action. These 4ire 
my chief hindrances in the divine life. 

" But let toe pause and recoimt the still greater 
mercies of a condescending God. And ought I not 
to esteem the following among the chief* of his fa- 
vours .'' That he hath been pleased to shew me the 
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evils of my heart, and I trust also the blessed Foun- 
tain set open for sinners to wash in ; and enabled 
me to run to the relief that is in Jesus ; that he 
hath made me weary of my sin» and led me to Christ 
for rest. Oh! my soul, thou canst now joy in Grod 
through Christ thy Lord, for his great manifesta- 
tions of grace to thy soul. Thou hast reason now 
to be very thankful for firesh discoveries of thy sins, 
and of Christ as the purifier of the heart and con* 
science by the sprinkling of his own blood, even as 
the blood of a lamb without spot. Have not ordi- 
nances been blest to thee ? Hast thou not had those 
earnest longings after God ; those fervent desires of 
an interest in the Redeemer'^s blood; those calm sea- 
sons of resignation to his will in all things ; those 
happy seasons of blessing and praising him for the 
privileges thou hast enjoyed above others; with those 
humbling views of self and high thoughts of God 
and Christ, which have made thee long to be trans- 
formed into his image ? Oh ! let gratitude now in- 
flame thy breast, that thou mayest devote thysdf 
afresh upon this anniversary of the day that gave 
thee existence, that made thee an immortal spirit, to 
the Grod who has done such great things for thee. 
Let him be the song of thy praise; and oh! that 
prayer, constant prayer may be the business of thy 
life. 

"Lord God Almighty, I do solemnly give up 
myself to thee, desiring to rely every hour upon thee 
for strength to do the least good act; but particu- 
larly for all the grace that is necessary to keep ma 
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dose lo thee, to li»e to thee by a life of faith in thy 
word, that the blessing of my parents' God may rest 
upon and continually abide with me. Let a con- 
tinual, heartfelt sense of my own weakness influence 
roe to seek to the ever-blessed Spirit to enlighten and 
enliren my poor soul in the ways of God ; and may 
I believe and know, that without his assistance I can 
do nothing. Especially let affecting views of the 
love of a dying, suifering Jesus be frequently set 
before me; and as often as it shall please thee, 
vouchsafe to me the blessed assurance of my part and 
interest in thy covenant blessings. Still, Lord, keep 
me humble ; may thy word be more precious to me; 
may I lay it up in my heart, and practise it in my 
life ; msy thy Sabbaths be more revered and dili- 
gently improved; and let me talk with humihty of 
thy wonders to others- On this day also, let me 
bespeak thy assistance in all the lesser concerns of 
life: thou deliglitest to represent thyself in the 
person of Wisdom, that image being peculiarly 
auited to the ignorant youth. Now, oh ! Lord, all 
my desires are before thee ; fulfil them according to 
thy word, so far as they shall be for thy glory. 
Possessing thee, I shall have all things ; which un- 
speakable blessing wilt thou be pleased to grant, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, thine own well-beloved 
Son. To that condescending Mediator, who pro- 
•ents the humblest cries to thee, and the glorious 
Holy Spirit, with thee, great Father of all mankind, 
but most especially thy redeemed servants — be 
MCiibed endless praises by the glorious spirits around 
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thy throne, and the weakest of thy children on earth. 
Here is one, who humbly puts m a claun to the 
honourable title, and therefore subscribes with her 
hand to thee h^ worthless name. Though worth- 
less in herself, yet in Christ altc^ether worthy, 
through his worthiness, grace, and likeness im- 
printed on her. 

Jane Flowek. 

♦ 
Thus was she enabled at the age of sixteen, to enter 
into a solemn covenant with her heavenly Father, 
and to this engagement she frequently referred with 
profit and satisfaction in future days. It was the 
means of strengthening her soul in the time of trial, 
and having given herself to the Lord, she never 
looked with one desire towards the wilderness she had 
left ; but made it her great concern to press forward 
to the land of promise, towards which she had now 
bent her footsteps. 

The next record of her feelings is dated October 
8, 1775. ^^ Since I wrote last, I have passed through 
a variety of scenes. Six weeks at Southampton, 
where I have enjoyed innumerable privileges of a 
Kligioos nature, particulariy in the ministry of my 
dear Mr. Kingsbury, who has been made very use- 
fill to my soul. His preaching and conversation 
have delighted me so, I found it very difficult to 
part from him. May I be enabled to consider reli- 
gion as a secret thing ; secret in its principles and 
sources, though open and diiRisive in its effects. If 
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we really loved God, what lives should we live; 
such love to one another, such a constant zeal for 
his glory, such attention to his will, and holy sub- 
mission to it, we should find a heaven upon earth. 
May it please the Lord also to instruct me in smaller 
matters, that I may fight with my sins and so come 
off conqueror without much loss. Surely if we con- 
sider the swiftness of time and the length of eternity, 
we should be careful to employ every moment of it 
to the glory of him with whom we hope to spend a 
blessed eternity. May I be enabled to shew that 
xdigion is not a mere shew, but a reality, calculated 
to rejoice the soul and lead to everlasting hapinness. 

May erery moment. Lord, be thine. 
To thee alone my 8uul incline ; 
Oh let thy heavenly power control 
Each spring of action in my soul.*' 



Thus did she continue consecrating herself and 
all her powers to one great end, till some time after 
this, when on a visit at Taunton, it appears firom 
her writings she made a particular dedication of 
herself to God on the day she entered her 19th 
year; and which at different periods of her life she 
called to remembrance, as being useful to her, espe- 
cially in seasons of affliction. She begins the day 
thus ; after which she takes a view of the leading 
points of revelation, selecting them under the twelve 
subsequent heads : 
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** Septeraber^Mtf — Rose between five and six. As 
I was dressing, read the three first chapters of Ro- 
mans, with secret pleasure and delight, and with 
appropriating faith ; devoted the day by a short 
prayer, begging the presence of God and declaring 
my solemn intention of taking him to be my own. 
Spent till eight o'^clock in reading and praying over 
the nine first chapters of Proverbs- The interval 
of breakfast and family prayer, over the four first 
Psidms, piu*ticularly eyeing the duties of the day. 
I here make a confession of all those glorious truths 
which I humbly hope it has pleased the good Spirit 
of God to bring to my conviction. This is accom- 
panied with fervent prayer, that if I am deceived, 
he would graciously undeceive me, and I now with 
humble confidence, rest my whole salvation upon 
the following particulars : 

" 1. That there is a God, an infinitely perfect 
being, who knows all things, who is omnipotent to 
do all things; omnipresent, being in all places and 
filling heaven and earth with his presence ; wise, to 
do every thing that is right ; good, because no evil 
can stand before him ; holy, therefore must hate 
the least evil or sin ; happy, because perfect — in 
short, all in all, unchangeably the same. That 
though but one God, three persons, the Father, 
Son, and Spirit, equal in power and glory, to whom 
every creature in heaven and earth has some distinct 
and personal relation. And this view of the great 
God b, by his mercy, the happiness of my life ; by 
the three Persons in the sacred essence, enabling me 



m LJFS AND WRITINGS 

CO lay hold on the promise made by the firgt, and 
fulfilled by means of the second divine peiMm. Let 
tibis truth then, that there is a God, be the subject 
of thy constant consolation. Praise the Lord. 

<^ S. That mankind in general, and myself in par- 
ticular, have fallen from this perfect God, that I have 
rendered myself liable to every misery that human 
nature is capable of feeling, and mcnre e^ecially to 
the wrath of Gt>d for ever and ever. Oh my soul, 
realize this knowledge. His justice hates tbei9> in 
thyctelf considered, and thou must have eternally 
burned, had not mercy intervened. Y^ he is uur 
changeably the same God, though poor mortals ac^ 
for ever changing. Let this comfort thee also, oh 
my soul, for whatever situation sin may bring thee 
into, God is the same. But another glorious truth 
ifiust be believed, in order to the ei\}oyment of hid 
consolations ; it is this, 

^^ 3. That this great God, did in infinite compassion, 
and out of pure, sovereign, distinguishing love to 
the fallen irace of Adam, enter into c6venant with 
his eternal and equal Son, and stipulated with him 
for their recovery ; and that recovery could only b^ 
efiected by the incarnation, life, death, active and 
passive obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ : that 
for this purpose, he must come into the world ; take 
upon him human nature, be subject to all the mi- 
series of this life, sin only excepted ; endure the most 
cruel usage from men,, and the most bitter sufierings 
arising from the weight of God^s wrath laid upon 
him ; in short, enduring all th«t God and man can 
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Mdfli^ ; tins the great Odd himself must And did 
Kear to recotcr those that shofuld be saved — ^that he 
tbse from the dead, ascended, and now sits at hit 
f'ather'*8 right hand, interceding for, and offering up 
the prayers of all those ransomed ones who shaV 
h^ttktttit live and reign with him for ever. This U 
the most blessed truth, or rather cluster of truths, 
that my soul is led to believe ; and this, oh my soul, 
iftakes the matter of thy constant rejoicing. Aird 
ttojh this day forward, take constant pleasure iti 
gbing to this Jesus, in resigning thyself to him, in 
(aking hold of his righteousness, and viewing thysdii 
as gloriously arrayed in it ; in honouring the divine 
kw, and rc^oiqing in it as fulfilled by God himself 
^ thee. Is not this bold language for a sinner to 
ti«e ? Not so bold, because the next great truth 
thou art led to believe is, 

** 4. That every soul that sees its need of this 
Saviour, could only have been taught it by the 
third peli^n in the Godhead ; whose power it is to 
&ake the soul appear vile in its own eyes, lead it to 
feel it» misery, and long for a remedy, by shewing 
it that all it can do will only be counted sm before 
God ; and enabling it to trust a crucified Saviour ; 
and also by giving the soul that sacred rule, the 
word of God, to direct all its actions, spiritual and 
tempotal. 

" 5. That the blessed book, the Bible, is the 
Word of God indited by himself for the instruction, 
reitef5 encouragement, assistance, and never-failing 
eiyoynient.of all God's children. There are prot 



34 LIFE AND WRITINGS 

mises to enliven and invigorate; threatenings to 
deter ; representations of the blessed God to confirm 
•and strengthen our hopes, to excite our admiration, 
to wdrk in us humility, to set forth the glory of 
God in the holiness of his law, and his matchless 
grace in the cqyenant of his Son. The actions of 
the blessed Jesus are there recorded for our comfort 
in distress ; his character for our example ; each 
precept being accompanied with a promise, and each 
promise being fulfilled in Christ as an earnest of 
their being fulfilled to his people. Let the Omni- 
presence of a holy God fill thee with awe, when thou 
appearest before him ; let a view of the tender- 
hearted Saviour melt thy frozen affections, and the 
blessed Spirit must assist thee to pray aright ; and 
labour to get interested in thy Jesus'' affections by 
constantly applying to a throne of grace. 

" 7. That sanctification must be the happy por- 
tion of every soul : they must be ripened for glory 
before they enter upon it ; and therefore this must 
be the object of the Christian'^s search. Here he 
must contentedly walk without tiring; tired he 
would indeed be, did he walk and search by himself; 
but the Saviour is his companion. He discovers one 
means after another, and the soul makes use of those 
means, and advances in her attainments, as she gets 
nearer to the end of her race. She looks with eager- 
ness to the end ; and at every step she takes, whilst 
leaning on her beloved, she hears some description 
of that state, when she shall no longer be clogged 
with sin, nor absent from her Lord, but shall be 
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perfect and holy, even as God is Holy — These views 
animate her to pursue with vigour the glorious ob- 
jects, and to run with patience the race ^et before 
her— the transient views of this glory fire her with 
zeal, and strengthen her under temptations, and 
support her cheerfully under trial. The view of her 
Saviour'^s example especially, which she longs to 
imitate, spurs her on to pray hard, watch carefully 
against sin ; and did she not know, that her sancti- 
fication consists in perfect resignation to the will of 
God, to suflFer his appointed time, and to wait with 
patience for complete blessedness, she would be rea- 
dy to forsake her clay before the summons comes. 

"8. That all the follies, vanities, yea, the ra- 
tional amusements of time and and sense, are little ; 
so little that I renounce them as incapable of satis- 
fying me ; and that the highest entertainments of 
earth are nothing to one hour'^s enjoyment of heaven. 
'* 9. That I am placed in this world for service, 
not for rest. Let me rejoice in the hope of doing 
some real good in this world. Has God so loved 
me as to send his only Son into the world to die for 
my sins ? Let it be my delight to serve him in 
every character, and in the situation in which Pro- 
vidence has placed me. I am placed in a particu- 
lar relation to many of my fellow-creatures ; especi- 
ally to my parents, to whom I am bound by every 
tie of gratitude, as well as obedience. I should ho- 
nour, respect, love and pray for them. If they have 
failings, I should hide them from the world, and give 
up all my own interest, if I can be of the least ser- 
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▼ice in promoting th^ir happiness. Seek instruction 
from tbem. This will increase family love. B»- 
nish reserve; endeavour after a constant cheerfulness; 
and whatever knowledge I get, let it be for the use 
and benefit of others as well as my own. Have I 
a friend for whom I possess a tender regard? let 
her interest be my own ; sympathize with her in af- 
fliction ; pray for her with affectionate delight; coa- 
verse intimately with her on soul concerns ; con^ 
stantly remembering her at a throne of grace; 
Again, there are many friends whose instructioncf^ 
counsels, petitions I am in need of. Seek them, 
and repay them by studying their respective 
characters ; praying fi)r them accordingly ; ground- 
ii^ all upon Bible knowledge. The world in ge^ 
neral, and the church of Christ in particular, and aU 
the faithful ministers of the Gospel, should have a 
large share in every petition, especially those who 
are interested by any peculiar benefit derived from 
them. Let their peculiar abilities be eagerly prized, 
and manifest it by a concern for their interests and 
welfare. 

'^ And now, my soul, after such a day'^s devotion 
to. the service of God, canst thou forbear to join 
thyself publicly to the church of Christ, to testify 
to the world, that thy love to God is sincere, and 
thy desire for his glory proceeds from the heart ? 
This was recommended to me by my dear father, and 
th^efore deserves a double consideration. Happy 
they who are led to make an early and honourable 
dedication of themselves to Christ ! it may be the 
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mfiWH o{, preventmg mmy sUjIb iiji conduct, and it 
k • duty which should be thought upon and prayed 
^v?r. L^t the world have a large share of thy pity 
m well as lihy prayens. When religion may be re- 
i^f^in^ided with be^o^iQg decency by conversation) 
lU^Uct not |;he oppprtumty : cultivate the frieqidship 
ff God's awfk people, which from e^pisrieace ha« 
h^p 90 biepiefieial to thee. Oh le^im to do good, 
•pd to communicate. Let no author be begun, 
without proposing spm^ useful end in its perusal ; 
9or let it be oon(dud^> without enquiring whether 
that end be answered. Endeavour to make remarks 
^ what is read, and then (strive to reduce it te 
practice. What is useful in conversation, treasure 
up ; and let it be for thy soul's best interest ; for 
ihou ftrt a creature endowed with powers of receiv- 
)9g ^owledge by various me^s of various kinda. 
Ij9% the ehariK^ter of the virtuous woman in Pro- 
verbs 31, as well as the whole e^^cellent book, b« 
Ay pattern and guide for the duties peculiar to 
thy sex. Let not frivolous amusements and em- 
ployments take up thy time, but attend to the duties 
p( that station wherein God hath placed thee, with 
diUgenqe and activity. Cultivate modesty and hu- 
mility, and thojSe ^tt^ments which God hath made 
to appear eicce}li»it in similar characters to thy own. 
" 10. That every Christian, in order to judge of 
his growth in the divine life, should be particularly 
pbservant of the inward carrying on of the work rf 
grace in his he^rt ; yea, should make daily obser- 
TfM^ipns ther^oii ; (should v^^tch against heart sinf^ 
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should allow time for closet devotion, in order to 
examine himself and renew his applications for the 
same grace that was necessary to keep him at first. 
But there is another point which is a principal 
foundation of comfort to every Christian ; which is, 

"11. The final perseverance of the saints, how- 
ever weak and feeble, and however ready to faint 
on their way. Yes — I am humbly persuaded, that 
he will not suffer me to fall to the ground, but that 
I shall be carried through life, through death and 
every sorrow and temptation, knowing whom I have 
beUeved ; and that he will keep that I have com- 
mitted to him, viz. my immortal soul, until that 
period, when the last principal truth that I have 
been led to believe, shall come to pass ; viz. - - 

" 12. That all the glorified saints are brought to 
eternal happiness ; and their bodies, being raised, 
shall be reunited to them, and made perfectly 
happy in the full and complete enjoyment of God 
to all eternity. This is the crowning blessing my 
soul pants after. These are the principal points 
on which I wish to live and die in the belief These 
will enable me cheerfully to go through life, and 
softly through death. These will admit me into 
heaven at last, because they are the fruits and effects 
of God's grace. And now, let this day witness 
between God and thee for ever. Oh ye blessed 
spirits, if ye take notice of what is doing on earth, 
I take ye all to witness, that I determine to watch 
against all those things that the word of God is 
displeased with and condemns, and labour that my 
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life may be a perpetual thanksgiving. O holy, 
blessed and sacred Three, take me under thy wiiig. 
Words can express no more. Never leave me, nor 
forsake me. In humble hope of this, I set my 
name. 

" Jane Flowek. 

" Tuesday. — Rose earlier ; had pleasure in read- 
ing the word and secret prayer. I have reason to 
remark that the highest attainments are to be sought 
after in religion ; and the means attended to, though 
not rested in ; particularly prayer and meditation ; 
which will lead to the enjoyment of communion 
with God. May I be enabled to seek after habitual 
walking with him ! — Yes, I would aspire to the 
honourable title of being the friend of God — ^honour- 
able indeed, but not too great a privilege for poor 
mortals to be indulged with. Let me consider, that 
if I would attain to the highest degree, all would 
be nothing in point of merit ; though it should be 
the constant aim of my life to please God, and 
nothing ought to proceed from me, but praise and 
thanksgiving. 

" Wednesday.— I have been conversing with my 
heart this day, and think I am not mistaken, that 
all desires that lead to God, flow from him. I 
acknowledge that he is mote suitable to my soul, 
than any being earth contains. And is not this 
agreeable to the word of God, which is to teach me 
^ that I was originally created for communion with 
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God, but lost the ability of attaining it by sinning 
itgaii^t him : also, was so changed by w* ^9 like 
4^dam, to Aefi from God instead of being desirous 
of his company. Thb proves then, there must be 
a change wrought by the blessed Spirit before I cw 
form those desires. 

'^ Let my prayers also rise up for others as well 
as thyself in these particulars. Oh ! seek &v the 
spirit of Jesus, who loyed his bitterest' enemies an4 
died for them. 

'^ Bristol. — iieing on a visit here, I put up some 
petitions on my arrival, that all the creatures might 
lead me to the Creator ; and endeavoured to ^sk 
faith in God for all those supplies of wisdom, whicl^ 
I should have continual need of; and in the strength 
of his grace, to strive after much religious instruc- 
tion from the hands of the amiable, pious and 
sensible Mrs. B. and would be particularly thank- 
ful, that while the impression of pas^ mercies h 
warm upon my heart, X am c^t into this family 
before I gp home ; because I hope it will enab)£ me 
to blend religion in conversation upon various topics 
with her, and establish it in my heart when I return. 
Upon my entering this town, the promise I had 
pleaded at the throne of grace was particularly 
impressed on my mind : ^ The Lord shall bless thy 
going out and thy coming in, from this time forth 
and for evermore.' 

" In a letter to my sister which I every now and 
then write, I think of the period when I shall return 
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to her to ^hom I am indebted under providence, 
for all the means of my improvement ; and hope 
to become what she has so often affectionately 
expressed for me as her wish ; a useful character in 
life.^ 

J}uri)ig her stay at Bristol, she wa^ favoured > 
witl^ the following interesting communication from 
ber fa|her. 

" London, Sepr. 6, 1777- 

"My dear Jake, 

" I should have written to you^a post earlier, 
but w^ obliged to wait for Dr. Gibbon^s letter tQ 
inclose in the frank ; and having received it, I send 
you 1^ few lines. I thank you for reminding me of 
Mr. Jleader^s paraphrase on the fifth chapter of 
Matthew; and for the order in which the eight beati-r 
tudes are placed, as well as the dreadful contrast : 
s^pd own they are very scriptural and ingenious ; bi|t 
whether the divine Redeemer had those views i^ 
plying them is conjecture; but it is vei^ pretty 
and engaging : as indeed the eight steps to hell s^i^ 

equally awfiil and tremendous { thank you fi^ir 

your wish, that the period I hinted at in my letft^fs 
may be deferred till a very late season : but J. assurf 
you I am not so anxious about living long, as dyi^ 
safe. I do sincerely pray, that the love of the worl4 
m^y be entirely rooted out of my heart; and the 
n^orje if isf, the fitter to leave it. I want more qf 
that quickeni|:|g, ^Jiyening, sanctifying grace, which 
will vfiSL^e me sit Ippse to the things of time ^ui seni#» 
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and spiritualize my frame. The longer I live, the 
more I know of myself; and yet, not enough : but 
these things being matter of deep experience, I can 
better tell my thoughts to God, than any of his 
creatures. I have often considered prayer not so 
much a duty as a privilege ; wherein we can unbur- 
den our souls to God in a way that suits us best ; 
and at a time when no eye sees, or ear hears, but his ; 
and I doubt not, but you have often been earnest with 
God, that Satan may not get an advantage over you. 
He certainly knows how to suit his temptations to 
our natural temper and disposition, let it be what it 
will. He has been skilled in the art of tempting 
almost six thousand years ; and having been so sue- 
cessftil in his first exploit in Paradise, it has encou- 
raged him to go on; and he has done it to the hurting 
the peace and comfort of God^s people in all ages : 
but it is a pleasant thought you mention, that Christ 
can keep what he has, secure. I rejoice that you 
can be happy in looking to Jesus ; and that sted- 
fastly, as one that can and will set your feet on him- 
self, the Rock of ages, and establish your goings ; 
and that you have experienced the application of 
some of the most precious promises to your soul. 
May you, my dear child, go on from strength to 
strength, till you are complete in Christ your head, 
and arrive at the stature of a perfect Christian. 

" You say you have great privileges ; may you 
live answerably to them ! Being planted in 2^ plea- 
sant soil, the great Husbandman will, it is to be 
hoped, enable you to bring forth much good fruit. 
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Remember that from him all your fruit is found. 
Oh ! may the blessings spoken of in the new cove^ 
nant, in an eminent manner belong to you. They 
are blessed words to turn into matter of prayer. 
May you be enabled to turn to the Lord; grow as 
the lily, sit under his shadow with great delight ; 
may you revive as the com, grow as the vine, 
your branches spread, your backslidings be heal- 
ed; and all this from a view of his having loved 
you freely, and his anger being turned from you. 
Blessed must that person be, that is in such a 
condition ! May it be yours ! And after, if it were 
the will of God, living a life replete with many 
temporal and spiritual blessings to a good old age, 
may you sweetly sleep in Jesus; and be brought 
where there shall no more be the Canaanite in the 
land for ever. I could wish and earnestly rejoice if, 
as you have made a private profession of Christ and 
religion, you would bend your thoughts towards a 
public one. The Lord'^s Supper is a duty incum- 
bent on all that love the Lord Jesus. He has com- 
manded them to shew forth his death till he come. 
I need not make use of arguments. If it is your 
duty, you will endeavour to be found in it, at a due 
and proper time. Your mama desires her affection- 
ate love to you. You will soon set your face towards 
London, as the summer is almost over. I hope you 
ridMiPl as much as you can, as we do every day. 
With kind love to you all, I remain, 

" Your affectionate father, 

" Geokge Flower.*" 
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Not long after the reception of this letter, she vaa 
allied to witness the lust moments of one she so 
dearly loved and highly revered, which she detail^ 
ia the foUowing strain of filial affection : 

^' Detailed from the house of that God, whom it 
is iQy delight to worship, by one of the most aSectr 
sag Providences and greatest trials he could have 
p^l^itted to have taken place: — the death of my dear 
father. And the parting pangs of natural affection 
\>€mg softened by a coQsideration of some of those 
pleasing subjects, which it has of late been my de- 
light to meditate upon, I would employ one of these 
jiaored hours in endeavouring to search out what if^ 
the voice of the Lord to me in this great affliction. 
A^d would consider myself, first, in the character of 
M foDower of Jesus Christ-^may the blessed Saviour 
9W\)ld me to have some dear views, and such as 
fh|iU tend to comfort and instruct my soul, and 
f/fove that this affliction is indeed for the glory of a 
land and gracious God. And as to this character, 
I desire to rejoice that this providence confirms my 
^opes that it is mine ; because I feel the greatest 
j^^ilire in reflecting that my dear father is for ever 
b^PPy » hecause he is now with Jesus, with whom 
to be must be heaven ; — ^and is for ever free from 
those things which grieved and disturbed him ; be- 
Clause they interrupted his love to him upon ^artfa, 
and made him relish particularly that sweet deacrip- 
tion of heaven, ' and there shall be no more sin.** 
lli^se thoughts give me pleasure and quietness at 
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parting with him ; indeed my mind has been so much 
taken up of late with meditating on these thingis^ 
that it was in a measure prepared for such an events 
though I hoped for the contrary, till the last breath 
was drawn. But why should I say, hoped .'^ His 
* sweet Jesus^ had mercy on him, and shewed it by 
taking him so soon, for ever to enjoy uninterrupted 
communion with himself. Also I can say that on 
the eyening on which he departed, it was with A 
comfortable degree of pleasure that I took the great 
and blessed God more immediately as my Ood, and 
could answer in the affirmative to that affecting 
question, ^ will thou not from this time cry unto me, 
my Father; thou art the guide of my youth ?' It in 
excellent advice which I have lately read, that when 
we lose any creature comfort, we should rejoice in 
going to receive those pleasures from God himself, 
which before we received by means of the creature ; 
fer by this means, we frequently lose sight of thd 
hand of God, and look upon the poor creature as if 
it were the giver of our good things. But oh ! my 
God, I would rejoice that thou art now my Father ; 
and whatever I should have wanted from my deav 
parent, from the least trifle to the thing of greatest 
importance, I will come to thee for— and I know 
thou wilt hear me for the sake of my dear father^a 
heavenly friend, who stood by him to the last mo-« 
ment of his life. The promise was often pleaded 
by him on my account ; ^ and I will save thy chil-* 
dren ^ ftnd I cannot but hope it will be answered. 
Now let me consider the voice of Jesus to me at this 
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time ; * Be ye also ready, for in an hour that ye 
think not, the Son of man cometh.'' Surely the un- 
expectedness of this Providence more effectually 
realizes the necessity of a constant notice of this 
question, ' am I ready ?' Indeed, the whole life of 
a Christian should be a perpetual examination ; and 
could I approve this act upon my death-bed ? This 
voice says, ' watch and pray.** Shall I not rejoice at 
the command, for if we are told to pray, it shall not 
be in vain ; therefore my determination returns with 
str(M]ger force than ever, not to leave a throne of 
grace for all the things the world could afford. At 
present my desire is to depart and be with Christ, 
though I would check it, and be content with the 
whole will of God. Again, the voice says, ' lift up 
your head, for your redemption draws nigh. Do 
not sorrow at the thought of a long, a tedious sepa- 
ration from your earthly and heavenly Parent ; and 
though now, minutes may appear like hours, and 
hours like days, and time seems very long, yet a 
thousand years are with the Lord, and shall appear 
so to you, but as one day ; therefore spend not tliis 
part of the day in sorrow, when in the evening you 
must undress for God, and be clothed with immor- 
tality : but rather, improve every minute.' Thus 
speaks the voice of Providence to me, as a follower 
of the blessed Jesus. It says, ^ Be not slothful, but 
a follower of those who through faith and patience 
are now inheriting the promises.** It says, 'precious 
in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.** 
Such was in thy sight, oh God, the death of my 
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dear father. Why then should I fear to die ? I 
will not so distrust his goodness, nor dare to doubt 
it after so lately having seen such an instance of it. 
'^ These then are the different meanings of this 
loud voice which occur to my mind ; and I trust my 
heavenly Father will fulfil the request, that they 
may have their proper influence on my soul : remem- 
bering those precious lines I have often heard, — 

* With peaceful steps thy race of duty run, 

God nothing does, or suffers to be done, 

But thou wouldst do thyself, couldst thou but see - ' 

The end of all events, as well as he.* 

*^ I here see the vanity of all created enjoyments ; 
'jjxi it has set a seal upon those late frequent reflections 
"and earnest desires after holiness. To trace the 
reasons of this awful stroke being permitted at this 
time, is beyond my feeble capacity : all I can say is, 
* Father, let thy will be done, and turn my thoughts 
and meditations on those blissful regions, where we 
shall all meet again at the right hand of God, and 
so be for ever with the Lord. Daily mortify my 
corruptions, and enable me to come out of this fur- 
nace purified from much dross ; so shall thine be 
the glory, for the sake of my dying Father's dying 
friend.' 

" My dear and honoured father was seized with 
a violent shivering fit, the effect of cold, on Tuesday 
the 27th of January, which brought on a langour 
and wasting, which continued till that day fortnight, 
without much apprehension of danger. The fever 
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however, insensibly increased; and on Friday the 
18th of February he was delirious till three o'^clock 
in the afternoon ; when he was entirely sensible, 
and took an affectionate farewell of his whole family, 
and rejoiced in the blessedness he was about to 
enter upon, particularly expressing his humble con- 
fidence in his dear Redeemer. The Rev. Mr. Trot- 
man, who was present, adds ; " The being with 
Christ was what I well knew he longed for and 
earnestly desired, and paaticulmrly so for some con- 
siderable time before the illness that preceded his 
dissolution. During his sickness, he was apprehen- 
sive of his approaching end, and frequently men- 
tiionied what consolation he had when meditating on 
the foundation of his hope : truly it was a hope that 
made him not ashamed ; it supported and uphdd 
him m the loonies of death. The day on which he 
expired, his Irell-grounded hope was (blessed be 
God) A lively hcfpe. A few hours before his depar- 
ture, he addresiied his wife and dear children, and 
exhorted the latter very earnestly to seek the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness. He then desired 
I would come nearer to him ; and when he had a 
Kttle recovered himself, he gave me a most solemn 
and urgent exhortation to preach Christ, nothing 
but Christ; and to preach him till I could do it no 
longer ; declaring what a good Master he was, and 
what good wages he gives his faithful servants; 
telling me he is a kind Saviour, imd that I may safely 
trust him. He then gave a similar exhortation to 
an excellent and wc^hy father in the ministry who 
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was present. After such a charge to preach Christ, 
he then declared, that as to himself, he had no de- 
pendence but upon him ; and said, ' I have ventur- 
ed, and do rest my everlasting salvation upon him.^ 
He then spoke of the work of heaven, and the grand 
employment of the samts there, who are for ever 
engaged in praising their adorable Saviour. Being 
then told that this was the work he was entering 
upon, and that this would certainly be his employ- 
ment ; he immediately smiled and said ; ^ Do you 
think it will? Do you believe I shall?" These 
questions being answered in the affirmative, he then 
said, if possible with greater pleasure and delight ; 
^ so do I believe — I know I shall.'' Upon this, his 
joy was so exquisite, that he could not speak ; but 
clapped his hands. His spirits being almost spent 
and his strength exhausted, he offered up a few pe- 
titions for us in general, that God would bless us and 
have mercy upon us all ; and theniiffectionately com- 
mending us to God, concluded by saying with great 
fervour, * Amen and Amen.' The Rev. Mr. Romaine, 
who came into the room during this interesting scene, 
addressed the dying saint, with his wonted smile 
upon his countenance, and said ; ' Is he not a good 
friend to you now ?' * Yes,' said he ; 'oh what 
should I now do without him ?' He used the same 
expressions to Mr. R. as before, who prayed with 
him and took leave. A few minutes after this, he 
observed ; * the great work was now done T and re- 
quested to be left to himself. He was heard to 
whisper frequently, * my dear Jesus, my sweet Jesus 

E 
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— my all — .Jeaus is my all.' Sleep is a. beautiful 
image and a happy description of our brother's dis- 
solution ; God graciously ^ving him such an easy 
disTnission. His last words to my^lf were ; ' Tlie 
Lord be with you," His funeral discourse was 
preached from Isaiah xxsv. 10. ' And the ransomed 
of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with songs 
and everlasting joy on their heads ; and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.' " 

This parting interview was never effaced from her 
recollection ; indeed bo strong was the chord of sym- 
pathy, that it could not be broken by death : and from 
the sacred regard she always affixed to that anniver- 
sary, time and the anticipation of a reunion appeared 
rather to confirm than impair its strength. In hold- 
ing up his character to her children in after life, she 
vas accustomed to dwell upon it with feelings almost 
too tender for utterance. 



" This morning I have heard an excellent s 
upon the Holy Ghost accompanying the Gospel, 
when received in power by those who are the chil- 
dren of God. The grand question to be put upon 
the review of this discourse is, ' Have I received 
the Holy Ghost ? Do I know him as a sanctlfier ? 
Do I feel the work going on in my soul ?' Yes, I 
hope it is ; for truly, oh ! my soul, all thy desires 
are fixed on this desirable object — the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and all thy wishes are to have thy love to 
him increased. I have in the past week been read- 
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ing Bome excellent and ingenious sermons upon this 
interesting subject, the love of Gtxi, by Mr. Howe; 
and upon strict examination, cannot but hope, that 
the diyine Spirit has implanted this principle in my 
soul, &om the hope I entertain of a personal interest 
in the great evidence of his love to poor sinners, the 
gift of his Son ; a hope which arises from the s^ht 
I have of my need of such an interest, which has 
caused me to apply for it ; and I have at times re- 
joiced in the assurance of God'^s love to my soul. 
Now when I fed a languor on my soul, caused by 
sin, which keeps me in the stame degree from con- 
stantly loving God, and rejoicing in him, yet still 
my desire is the same, and I still look to the blessed 
Spirit to kindle those desires and to satisfy them. 
At diis present moment I can say, I desire nothing 
more earnestly than the glory of this great God ; 
and would humble myself yet more, if it may be the 
means of bringing me nearer to him. Take heed 
then of ingratitude, pride, and slothfulness ; and ap- 
ply continually to this Holy Spirit for his continued 
influences to sanctify thee more and more, till thou 
goest to that precious place, which is only prepared 
for renewed and ransomed ones.^ 

It was not long after her father^s death, that she 
complied with his last request, (a subject which had 
long occupied her mind with much interest) by de- 
voting herself in a public profession to the church 
of Christ by commemorating with his people his 
dying love. Previous to it, she thus writes : 
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" April 7th, 1 778. Oh ! my soul, thou hast in view 
a season, which, if He whom thoii longest to en- 
joy is present, will be delightful indeed. It is a 
season which is particularly intended to remind thee 
of one that is past, at which he was the principal 
actor. He who is the eternal God, whose habita- 
tion is in the high and holy place, who possesses 
every perfection of Godhead ; he who carae down 
for sinners, and who might justly have frowned 
them into hell, now condescends to redeem them 
from destruction, and changes them into his own 
glorious im^e ; gives them new hearts and right 
spirits; makes them Bt for communion with himself; 
arrays them in his own glorious robe of righteous- 
ness, and sees them all fair, having no spot in them ; 
styles them his friends, and treats them as such. 
This season, which I am now expecting, will indeed 
be delightful, if the Spirit of God is pleased to 
afford his sensible presence, and to shew me the 
things that belong to the Saviour. Blessed Jesus, 
do not deny it me, especially this lirst time I ap- 
proach unto thee in the way thou hast appointed. 
Thou hast said. Mo this in remembrance of me;" 
and I would fain do it in such a manner, as shall 
make me joyful at the mention of thy name. 
I would enter into a consideration of what I 
particularly need at the hands of my everlasting 
friend ; I would bring my wants and my sorrows 
all before him, trusting his promise, and commit- 
ting my soul into his hand^. May ! he enabled to 
see what a prize is given me; and being led into a 
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deeper knowledge of his fulness, be led to him at 
all times ; and when I fear the effects of sin, cast 
myself with delight and joy upon him, as suited to 
my every want, till at last I sit down with him in his 
kingdom, never to go out more. I would now in a se- 
rious manner consider what ought to be my particular 
business while at the table of the Lord : remember- 
ing that I sit down with an object possessing every 
suitable qualification, and who has been exercising 
all these excellences on my behalf: and what can I 
desire more ? And let me be very careful of my 
walk and conduct during the intervals of those 
feasts, not to grieve the Lord, lest I come seeking 
him, and be not able to find him. I have heard a 
subject this morning, which has animated and re- 
vived my soul ; it is that of assurance ; a privilege 
which, at times, I am enabled to rejoice in. This 
first opportunity I would be particularly earnest 
with my Saviour, that I may crucify sin, and live 
nearer to him than I have yet done ; and may I 
have my heart so drawn out in love to him, that I 
may form such holy resolutions, as through his 
grace shall not be broken. 

" Evening. — Thus have I been indulged and ho- 
noured by sitting down with my dear Saviour at his 
table. I hope his presence w^s with me, at least I 
can truly say, it was a new pleasure to give myself 
up thus publicly to him in the ordinance of his own 
appointment. It was delightful to feed upon his 
body, signified by the bread, and I trust my soul 
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was refreshed by the symbol of his precious blood. 
I hope I did realize him by faith as being present, 
and himself saying to my soul many sweet words, 
which were brought to my remembrance in the 
promises. I prayed him to make me more like him- 
self, more watchful and careful of sin of every kind ; 
and was enabled to hope that in partaking of 
the elements, they were emblems of the promises 
being sealed to me." 



" Northampton. — The pleasure derived from my 
last journey, inspires a hope that the present one 
may prove equally beneficial to me. Last night I 
had the satisfaction of hearing the Rev. John New- 
Ion, who is also on a visit here, from Psalm xxxiv. 
3, 4. ' Oh magnify the Lord with me; let us exalt 
his name together. I sought the Lord and he heard 
me, &c.' A subject that suited mc so much, that 
from a view of what was past, I could say, ' Magnify 
the Lord with me, &c-' The company of this ex- 
cellent man refreshes my spirits; his calmness and 
composure, his fixedness on God, and his endea- 
vours that others might be the same, are delightful. 
His conversation, in connection with his evening dis- 
course was heavenly: principally, how Christ was 
the believer's end in hfe, in point of dependence, 
communion, and suffering; particularly shewing 
how a Christian should be contented to live, if it 
pleases God to keep him, either in a state of suffer^, 
ing, or apparent uselessness ; he should he content 
and even joyful." 
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After enjoying many pleasures in a ^ce to irhich 
she had been early attached, she accompalnicd Mr. 
and Mrs. Newton to Olney ; where she spent ten 
days to the great refreshment of her mind : and thus 
connnenced a friendship with that venerable man, 
which ended but with death. Two of the letters in 
his ^^Cardiphoniay^ inscribed to Miss F. are ad- 
dressed to her ; and when separated by the distance 
of many miles, she maintained a regular and inte- 
resting correspondence with him for several years. 

The sweet and reciprocal interest, which always 
subsisted between herself and any with whom she 
associated, may be inferred from the affectionate 
wishes which always followed her after such inter- 
course. Tenderly aUve to the least expression of 
friendship, her large and liberal heart expanded in 
constant proofs of the value she set upon those 
efforts for her happiness, to which it was the deUght 
of her friends to contribute; and especially the 
ministers of the Gbspel, who had always a peculfar 
claim on her affection. She was a diligent attender 
on the word, and reaped constant advantage from it; 
always treasuring up what she heard, and labouring 
to t«im it to the advantage of herself or her fellow- 
creatures. ThcT world had not her heart, though it 
excited her concern ; which may be seen from the 
follotring short extract : 

" Saturday evening. The past week has been spent 
much in the manner I feared it would be ; but from a 
review of it, I hope my heart does not set its affections 
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on earthly plssures. Itwasuncomfurtahlcinthcmidst 
of the most amiable characters. They did not give 
ire real eatiEfaction or pleasure. I feh no regret at 
I aviiig them, compared with what I do if I have 
had sweet reUgious fellowship with Christian friends. 
Their cheerfialness, though not unsuitable to youth, 
grieved and hurt me, because the foundation was 
not sure. I longed to tell them their true condition, 
but no opportunity then presented itself I -feel 
thanklHil the Lord has placed me in his church, and 
desire to prize my privileges whilst I enjoy them; — 
endeavouring to be more diligent in the duties of a 
member of Christ, than I have yet been. Oh ! may 
I bring forth, not only blossoms, but fruit; that so 
also I may bring glory to his holy name, and rejoice in 
his goodness to the most worthless of his children. I 
long for my stammering tongue to be unlocked, that 
I may shew forth all his loving-kindness." 

To an excellent understanding, she united the 
greatest pliability of temper ; and fearful of taking 
the least false step, she was ever on the watch for 
instruction, and careful to improve it. The follow- 
ing quotation is expressive of the frame of her mind 
and judgment in hearing sermons, and selecting 
those portions which illustrated the Scripture, and 
which she always applied to her own circumstances : 

" Isaiah xlix. 23. ^Vhat is said of watching i»i 
agreeable to what is said of waiting. Watching is 
previous to prayer. If we want matter for confes- 
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^ion, let us think of our sins ; for petition^ of our 
wants 2LXii miseries; for thanksgivings, o( our mer» 
des. Waiting is to follow after prayer. This is a 
distinction not often brought into the pulpit ; but 
waiting upon God is very different from waiting for 
God. A divine used to say, a sermon preached is 
but half finished ; so a prayer is but half finished 
when prayed over. Waiting for God takes in the 
ideas. of meditation and observation. We should 
sit down and consider the object of it ; recollect the 
prayer itself; and think again of the object of it. Ob- 
serve how God proceeds in providence and grace. 
Let us think of what is included in believers not 
being ashamed. 1. It includes that their patience 
shall be strengthened till God does appear. 2, It 
shews that when he does appear, they shall not be 
disappointed in the large and high expectations they 
have formed. On another occasion Mr. Ryland 
observed, we could never have proper ideas of Jesus 
Christ as Mediator, unless we consider God under 
the character of a Conqueror, an injured King, and 
a righteous Judge. Christ a Redeemer, a Priest, 
and a Surety ; sinners as captives, rebels, and crimi- 
nals. The contrast between God and them must 
make the character of Christ of infinite value to the 
soul. An awakened sinner wishes to have the same 
views of sin as God himself, that he may see its 
evil. He also wishes to see the holiness of God, 
and h^ow his soul may be accepted by him. After 
sermon we had an excellent conversation upon friend- 
ship, and a future state. Three things were in good 
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men ; a deinire of seeking aflei truth, a thirst for im- 
mortality ; and an inseparable desire after happiness. 
Oh how grateful should I be to that divine grace, 
which has restored my soul to the exercise of its 
originally intended powers of action-" 

About this time, on the occasion of her sister's 
marriage, she accompanied her to Northampton. 
Dural scenes she had ever delighted in ; and now 
the pleasiu'e was heightened by the increase made 
to the circle of her pious acquaintance. Oft in dis- 
tant hills, " she sought converse with nature ; there 
she harmonized her heart, and breathed around the 
harmony to others," And although not unaffected 
by many sorrowful anticipations of the separation 
she must undergo from her beloved sister on her 
she could rejoice in exclaiming with the 

" But happy tbiiy, the hapfjiesl of their kind, 

Whom gentler stam unite, and in one fate, 

Their hearu, their fortunes and their beinga bl«nd." 



Here also she had the additional satisfaction of 
renewing her friendship with the guides of her youth; 
and by unreserved intercourse, her feelings were re- 
kindled, her mind strengthened for duty, and her 
affections lighted up into a noble and ardent flame. 
She also took the opportunity of gaining fresh in- 
structions from her governess and revered pastor, 
previous to her entering on the more important 
duties she anticipated on returning to her widowed 
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parent ; and as she was soon to be called upon to 
exert herself in household affairs, it seems from her 
Diary she was anxious to obtain the blessing of 
God upon all she did ; remembering that she was 
not to have an eye to a s{»ritual life only, but that 
practical duties were placed before her ; she felt that 
she had new engagements to fulfil, and was anxious 
to adorn the doctrine she professed in all things. She 
never omitted her stated hours of retirement, desiring 
at die same time to pay a strict regard to her mother^s 
wishes, and to maintahi an affectionate concern for 
the wel£ure of her brothers. And amid many dis- 
couragements, she still relied on the same Almighty 
arm, which was engaged to lead her onward, and 
determined to seek more earnestly supplies of that 
wisdom so liberally promised to all who ask. Greats 
ly to her joy about this time, the friend of her heart, 
the Hev. Mr. Newton, came to settle in London ; 
which gave her a constant opportunity of hearing 
him, as well as receiving him under her mother'^s 
roof; and shewing a thousand little kindnesses, 
which the liberality of her heart suggested. We 
cannot but notice here how conspicuous the provi« 
dence of God appeared in this event to one so need- 
frd of support, imd so fearful of taking a false step. 
A card of friendship which he sent her soon after 
her return to her sister's at Highbury-place, may 
afford some interest to the reader, an4 may not per- 
haps be thought too trifling to insert. 
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TO MISS FLOWER. 

That holy peace the Gonpel brings 
DependB nui un uxiernal things; 
It luiU wilb poverty ur wealth, 
Ab irell with sickneaa as wjlb health i 
No friends this blessing <»n impnrt, 
Nu foea cui drive it from the lieart ; 
It mahes all aicualioiis sweet, 
Or Higbbury, or Cannon Street, 

Thus was she met with mercy unexpected, and 
theretbre the more gratefid to her feelings. Soon 
after Mr. N. began a course of lectures on the Lord's 
Prayer, which tended greatly to her edification. She 
mentions some excellent ob»ervatious he made at 
the commencement on the word " Our :" shewing 
the enlarged spirit of true religion in teaching us to 
pray for all the people of God. She adds as follows: 

" Highhury place- — A scene of happiness pre- 
sents itself to my view during my abode at this place. 
My mind is free from fear, ray spirits cheerful, and 
peace reigns in my sotd. My dear sister, my friend, 
my director, my earthly guide, without whose advice 

1 have not been used to act, is all love and kind- 
ness; her affection grows stronger, and only increases 
the pain of being separated. My brother open, 
generous, instructing and kind, spiritual, and hclp- 
fid to my best interests. Tliey wish me to reside 
with them, hut I cannot at present come to that 
conclusion. My dear Mr. N. preached upon the 
will of God being done in earth as it is in heaven. 



OF MRS. DAWSON. 61 

1. Universally, by individuals in every part of it. 
Some people would only do the will of God, if they 
were to pick and choose out of his commandments. 
Though we complain of want of comfort, yet if we 
indulge any known sin, we have great reason to 
suspect ourselves. We may indeed get safe to 
heaven, but we shall have very little comfort by the 
way. When the will contradicts the conscience; 
it is very painful indeed ; and we shall suffer for 
indulging such a resistance. 2, We are to do it 
cheerfiilly. There are some who would have just 
so much religion as ^ould save them from hell ; but 
it is a simplicity of spirit we are to aim at ; to do 
God^s will as the angels do in heaven. They only 
follow the command of God ; they would think no 
oiSce too mean, if the Lord commanded them to do 
it. Witness Hagar, Cornelius, &c. The smallest act 
should be done from the same motive ; and this 
would sanctify every common act, and turn all it 
toucheth into gold. A Christian will desire to have 
his heart regulated by the word of God. If we 
would attend to his will as manifested by his provi- 
dence, this means a cheerful compliance with his 
appointments. Submission is a great thing, but I 
think it is too faint a word. A Christian should 
prefer and choose the will of God above his own, 
believing that he knows what is best for us. To 
submit, only because we know we cannot avoid our 
trouble, is not a right temper. We should consider 
ourselves as shortsighted creatures. We should 
possess first a perfect contentment with our lot in 
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life, believing it to be tlie best for us, and tliat in 
which we may most adorn our profession. We may 
often see a suitability in our particular afflictions to 
root up our sins, though not always so. God some- 
times permits great afflictions to befal his psople, 
that his power may be magnified in them, and that 
they glorify him by patiently suffering his will. Thus 
the apostle gloried in tribulation. We sometimes 
think, if the Lord were to tell us his reasons for per- 
mitting our trials, we could be content to hear of 
them ; but this too is a mistake ; since his word is 
his revealed will respecting us. We think these 
things plain, and suppose we have learnt our lesson 
when we hear it, but before the day is finished, we 
And something to shew us our weakness ; and afHic- 
tions teach us the truth more powerfully than any 
thing else; for by them, self is broken down, and 
the soul taught to lean on the allsufficiency of God. 



"February 6, 1780. During the past week, I 
have found a little revival of my soul towards God. 
Perhaps it may be owing to death in the family. 
It has pleased God to remove an aged relative, one 
who was fit for heaven, and had a long and rough 
journey through life. Truly -it may be said respect- 
ing her, ' mark the perfect and behold the upright, 
r the end of such is peace.' So easy was her dis- 
mission, that no one knew of it, till the moment the 
aoul took its farewell of the clay. It is strange that 
death should be a subject enlivening; but it seems 
to set its seal to all my serious reflections. The 
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putting on mourning is a kind of memento mori 
which suits me, and seems to give a license to in- 
dulge solemnity of thought, and to reflect on death 
and eternity. And these alone are the subjects which 
seem to inspire me with a proper activity with re« 
gard to the things of the present life ; these place 
them in their proper light ; and while op the one 
hand, they produce indifference as to trifles ; on the 
other, they urge a constant attention to the wise ad- 
Tice of redeeming the time, and remembering that 
whatever we find in our heart to do, we should do it 
with all our might. I compare myself to a young 
Christian soldier, who, sensible of the favour of his 
Captain, enters on the battle without any great dif- 
ficulties ; at first he meets with some, which he has 
been striving to grapple with, by his own wisdom ; 
by which means his dependence on his experienced 
Captain has been weakened and his affection to- 
wards him abated ; till he is at length brought to 
some difficult post, where all his strength fails him. 
He is left for a season to struggle with inward fears, 
and perhaps for a long time, is kept at a distance 
firom him, on whom he now begins to feel he must 
entirely depend for counsel, wisdom, strength and 
comfort ; and not only for such a share in his favour, 
as shall make him conqueror at last, but for all those 
blessings which shall conduce to his present comfort 
and welfare. And now having obtained a glimpse 
of his Captain, he falls down, and determines no 
more to trust to his own wisdom, but to take the 
advice of his kind friend on every future occasion. 
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Our affections while we are in this world will be 
too BtroQgly set upon the best created things ; but 
the principal spring of them is the image of God be- 
ing in the creatine : the Lord will be merciful to our 
weakness, especially when at the same time the crea- 
ture does lead us to God. I must bless the Lord 
for the friendsljip of my honoured friend Mr. New- 
ton, who is such a miracle of grace, and whose con- 
version andexemplary life for many years are adapted 
to shew forth the praises of his Saviour. Being 
blessed also with natural endowments, improved by 
his own cultivation and a large acquaintance with 
the world,he is rendered eminently useful : the Lord 
has granted him also a wise and understanding heart, 
and quickness of discemmeut to know the fitness of 
things ; so that he is qualified for being a friend to 
the people of God, and is honoured by the strongest 
recommendation of his divine Saviour. His charac- 
ter I think may be summed up in Dr. Young's line, 

' A iniiii oil earlh devoted to tlie ekiva.' 

" September 93, 1 780. At 21 years. Thus far 
have the tender mercies of God brought a poor sin- 
ful creature, who had it not been for unparalleled 
mercy and the love of a heavenly friend, had been 
ruined by sin and made miserable for ever. But 
the hope he has kept alive in my heari, has I tru^t 
in a small degree been influential on my conduct ; 
has preserved me from sinking, and at times causicd 
me to rejoice in tribulation ; causing peace to spring 
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up in my soul, and joy in my heart. Though I do 
on every returning period of this kind wish to resign 
myself to the Lord, yet particularly so on this day, 
since by the providence of God, it is rather more in- 
teresting to me than the usual returns of it. Hav- 
ing attained the age of twenty one years, I have 
arrived at that period which is generally looked upon 
by the world as a joy fill one, to those who are favour- 
ed with what is called a genteel fortune. Though 
I desire to acknowledge the goodness of God in the 
bounties of his providence, yet I consider every 
temporal good as a talent intrusted to my care ; 
and what I am most anxious about is, how all my 
concerns may be ordered for the glory of God. Oh ! 
may my sufficiency be of him, who is able to make 
all grace abound towards me, that I may have suf- 
ficiency for every good work. The world is nothing 
but vanity. I would direct my eyes to heaven. Oh ! 
may the Lord be my continual light, and lead me 
for his name'^s sake. Sin beclouds the mind, so that 
it is sometimes in darkness ; but God says, ' I have 
blotted out thy sins as a cloud."* Oh the delightful 
state of heaven ! May I but be interested in Jesus, 
and all shall be well. His people are all my delight. 
It is a pity religious characters are not more esti- 
mable for the spirituality which is the honour of 
their profession and precious in the sight of their 
Lord, instead of mere common qualifications. With 
these my ears are filled, while eminent piety and 
holiness are spoken of with calm indifference. In a 
conversation with dear Mr. Newton, he told me the 

F 
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business of the world was to drive away thought ; and 
that there was a something which left them dissatis- 
fied in the midst of all their pursuits. And there are 
so many things unsuitable to immortality, which by 
custom are rendered necessary to be attended to, 
that the Christian is in continual danger of losing 
the enjoyments of those things which are only suited 
to the nature of his immortal soul. My desires are 
either for the full enjoyment of the saints in the 
society of heaven, or to live with them here. The 
most honourable Christian is surely one who has 
been enabled in his course to hold forth the word of 
life by a long and steady profession and practice of 
the Gospel. 

" Yesterday I received the first portion of my 
fortune since I have been of age. Lord, I seek wis- 
dom to use it aright. It is given me to use for thy 
sake. O may I be instructed in this deed ; and the 
Lord have all the praise and glory of it." 


I During this period of her life, her time seems 

to have been spent in the domestic and social circle 
of her friends. If any trifling circumstance occurred 
to disturb her peace, she always traced it to the 
hand of God ; carried it to the throne of grace, 
where she had long foimd it a privilege to leave 
every burden ; consoling herself with the persua- 
sion that every thing was in his hand, who inclined 
her to exercise that confidence towards him. She 
was a wise and faithful friend ; and the few who had 
the privilege of her intimacy, considered it as no 
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ordinary blessing. Meek and gentle in her deport- 
ment, she was ever ready to oblige, and never evinc- 
ed more alacrity, than when actuated by the hope 
of rendering some service to a fellow-creature. She 
was select in her acquaintance, but steady and firm 
in her attachments ; and when enlivened by pleasing 
association, the most angelic sweetness shone in her 
countenance. She was well able to give advice, but 
most frequently did it through the medium of her 
pen, a talent in which she highly excelled. With 
the writings of Dr. Watts, Mrs. Rowe, and other 
eminent authors, she was very conversant ; and by 
the cultivation of her mind, had acquired a solid 
judgment on most topics, in which many at her 
years are mere novices ; and which made her a most 
valuable and delightful correspondent. Her favourite 
pieces of biography seem to have been the life of 
Dr. C. Mather and Mr. M. Henry, from which she 
made large extracts, and whose lives she considered 
as a "heaven upon earth." To the imitation of 
these bright examples, she continually aspired ; and 
was wont often to unite with the pious Mr. Henry 
in the sentiment, that a life spent in the service of 
and communion with God, is the most comfortable 
and pleasant life that any one can enjoy in this 
world. Charnock on Providence was an author she 
particularly admired, as may be inferred from the 
quotations she has made for her own immediate be- 
nefit. " All believers, from the bruised reed to the 
tallest cedar, from the smoking flax on earth to the 
flaming lamp in heaven ; from Thomas, who would 
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not believe without seeing, to Abraham who would 
believe without staggering — all are in a state of life : 
and all, from the most beautiful moralist to the 
meanest reptile in nature's field ; from the young 
man in the Gospel who was not far from the kingdom 
of God, to Judas who was in the very bottom of 
hell — all are in a state of death." " The earlier the 
new birth, the weightier will be the glory in the king- 
dom of God. Yoiuig ones regenerated, and enabled 
to bear head against the temptations of their violent 
nature, shall have crowns set with more jewels; they 
shall have an abundant entrance; the more violent 
storms they encounter, the brighter will be their 
glory. If there be any sorrow in heaven, it is be- 
cause they were not sooner new-bom; that they 
might more have glorified God on earth, who be- 
stows so much honour on them in heaven.*" 

Thus in a diligent use of the means of spiritual 
improvement and the cultivation of solid friendship, 
did she pass through the period allotted for her con- 
tinuance under the parental roof. A season not 
without trials, to which a tenderly susceptible mind 
naturally exposed her ; but the Lord was her stay ; 
and in the counsel and friendship of the Rev. Mr. 
Newton, and the disinterested affection of her brother 
and sister, she invariably found assistance, sympathy, 
and consolation. A specimen of the former is here 
inserted in a letter, when the writer was for a short 
time absent from his flock, and on a visit at the scene 
of bis former labours. 



OF MRS. DAWSON. 69 

'•Olney, 15 June 1781. 
" Our pleasure at Bedford was like some 
strains of music in a flat key and a plaintive style. 
It was mournfully sweet. Mrs. Barham is one of 
the most amiable and most spiritual women I know. 
She has for many years favoured us with an inti- 
macy, which I believe neither she nor we have with 
many persons ; and her health is so rapidly declin- 
ing, that we knew we saw her and took leave of 
her for the last time. But her whole deportment 
was so calm, cheerful and heavenly, that if an an- 
gel could -be sick, I might compare her to a sick 
angel. Put these things together, and you will 
judge our feelings, in conjunction with the rest 
of the family (who are like different bodies ani- 
mated by one spirit) were mournfully pleasing. 
She exerted herself to come down stairs more or 
less every day while we staid ; but has not been 
below since we came away. We have had many 
pleasant visits there, but this last was the best, only 
that with respect to her it was the last. We often 
smiled with her, and sometimes she almost dropped 
a tear with us. But she lives in Beulah ; her sun 
shines night and day, and her spirit seems out of 
the reach of being discomposed by the little events 
of the present life. Oh ! the power of the Gospel ! 
Oh ! the faithfulness of our Lord and Saviour ! how 
does he make the hard easy, the bitter sweet, and 
enable his people to smile even in anguish. May 
I not add, oh the mistake of many professors, who 
poorly content themselves with a scheme of notions, 
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a round of attendance upon ordinances ; and seem 
to think themselves right, because they have every 
thing of religion, but its power and its comforts. 
Had they been with us, they might have seen what 
grace can do, and how different it is from an attach- 
ment to ministers and parties, and from idle disputes 
about the preference of names and forms. On Fri- 
day we forced ourselves from Bedford, dined at 
Newport, found Mr. Wilberforce and Mr. Bull. 
There our pleasure was more in the allegro, but a 
savour of what we had lately left was still upon our 
minds. Saturday brought us to Olney, and this 
must be the boundary of our progress. We are 
now with Mrs. Unwin and Mr. Cowper : and to go 
from them sooner than necessity constrains, would 
be like the needles forsaking the loadstone. Besides, 
I must see all my dear people in town and neigh- 
bourhood. I must talk with every one of them, and 
go into every house where I have formerly been 
received. If one was omitted, that one would be 
grieved, and I must not grieve one of tbf i^ahnTs 
people willingly. I have likewise to preach six times 
a week while I stay. The greater and better part 
of the people are very thankful for Mr. Scott''s mi- 
nistry. And I hope the best of those who are at 
present under the power of fascination, will in good 
time be brought to see things in a clearer light. It 
has of late been a winnowing and trying time with 
them. I'he Lord has used a fan, and Satan has 
been very busy with his sieve ; but I trust all will 
work for good in the ci)d. I doubt not but the 
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Lord will give Mr. Scott wisdom and patience suited 
to the occasion ; and I have a hope that poor, un- 
worthy, unthankful Olney will yet be favoured with 

a revival, .f Two or three of your tapers 

are extinguished ; but if you have the sun, you can 
do tolerably well without them. When we have said 
all we can about losses, and crosses, and changes, it is 
still a truth that one, and one thing only is needful and 
sufficient. You have many friends who prize your 
love, and endeavour to deserve it ; but you have 
but one friend who could or would be crucified for 
you. I would not wish you to forget the rest, not 
even my poor self; but above all, you will remem- 
ber him, and he is with you always ; consequently 
you can never be alone. I hope you feel his pre- 
sence, and rejoice in his love : then you will say 
with her of old, ' all is well.' '^ 

Under the prospect of changing her situation in 
life she thus writes : " though I wish not to give 
"mtf t9:4iromantic notions, at the same time I dread 
nothing so much as forming a connection with the 
prospect of indifference ; and would with my whole 
heart look up to the Lord, desiring that he wqutd 
guide my thoughts, actions, words, and affections. 
I went to hear Mr. Newton this evening before I 
' had mentioned the matter to him ; and was a little 
surprised at the text he had chosen. It was Gen. 
xii. 1. *now the Lord said unto Abraham, get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew 
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thee/ I wish to have his prayers. Oh that I may 
have wisdom from above. Lead me, oh Lord, in 
the right way : hold up my feet in thy goings, then 
I shall be safe."' 

A few days after, she received the following 
piece of advice from him : 

" If what is before you be the right thing, a little 
waiting and praying will confirm you in what is the 
will of God, and the right path. When no part of 
a proposal is unsuitable to his revealed will ,- when 
the openings and leadings of providence are fair, 
straight and unforced; when inclination invites, 
and prudence does not step in with a negative; 
when the Lord'^s guidance is simply sought, and the 
business still goes, as we say, upon the wheels, then 
I think there is little danger of mistaking the way. 
But the prospect of great and abiding changes will 
excite thoughtfulness, and perhaps occasion some 
confusion of thought beforehand. I believe the 
Lord has given you (and it is better than a moun- 
tain of gold,) a simple desire to please him. If so, 
be of good courage, an infallible guide will not mis- 
lead you." (April 13, 1782.) 

Every obstacle being removed, and every cir- 
cumstance contributing to the accomplishment of 
her wishes, her decision was made : upon which she 
received the following encouraging letter from Mr. 
Newton. 
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" My D£ar Miss Flower, 

" I thank you for your packet : and I thank 
the Lord for your friendship. It was he who form- 
ed it, and it shall be maintained by him ; neither 
absence nor distance shall affect it. It shall flourish 
amongst the amar^ths, the incorruptibles, and 
immortals of a better world. Hoping, believing, 
and praying that the Lord will graciously make 
Mr. Dawson and you very happy together, and 
that his providence is leading you to a situation in 
which he has already designed to make you a bless- 
ing to many, I shall resign you with as good a 
grace as I can. It will give me a pleasing pain, a 
sorrowful sort of joy, and a great satisfaction, ming- 
led with a few grains of regret to join your hands, 
and then to say, ' farewell."* But the pain I shall 
endeavour to keep to myself, and only wear the 
livery of pleasure and joy upon the occasion: but 
do not suspect me of insensibility if I wear the best 
side outwards. But I have a request to make, or 
rather a demand. This approaching, closing piece 
of service, with which you purpose to honour me, 
is, must and shall be its own reward. I wfll not be 
paid for it; and if, after this declaration of mine, 
the least word, look, or hint were to pass to alter 
this my determination, I will not say, I shall be 
offended, that would be too harsh ; but I should be 
grieved, pinched, and hurt excessively. I will no 
more pocket any money upon this occasion, than I 
will pocket a red hot heater. 

'*If I now lived at Olney, I would promise you to 
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be a tolerable correspondent ; but you know how I 
am circumstanced here ; and therefore, if I should 
be tardy, you will impute it to the right cause, or 
to any cause but the want of affection. However, 
if the old proverb stands good — where there is a will, 
there is a way — I am ready to flatter myself I shall 
behave tolerably well on that head. As to advice, 
I do not think you will need any, but to read the 
Bible and ply the throne of grace; and even this to 
you is not needful. The wisdom from above, which 
is necessary and sufficient to guide you in every 
branch of your department, is to be had for asking. 
You will ask it, and consequently will have it. 
Every day will bring with it its own duties and 
comforts, and in one degree or another its own trials ; 
and together with these, it will bring you new sup- 
ports and new instructions. I have reason to be 
thankful if I have been in any way serviceable to you. 
What I am in myself, you know better than most 
others, by the recollection of what you have taken 
the trouble to read : however with all my follies, I 
am capable of esteeming and returning your friend- 
ship, and you may be assured in few words which 
my heart easily dictates, that there is hardly a person 
whose removal from London I could more sensibly 
feel than yours. However, ^e shall not be properly 
separated. Spirits need not. be affected much by 
local distance. The throne of grace is the central 
point, where those who are united to the Lord have 
one common home, and may meet daily. I shall 
sometimes think of you when you are not just think- 
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ing of me. I shall sometimes be in your thoughts 
when you are not in mine, but very often our 
thoughts will meet snd join at the same instant. I 
have little expectation of paying you a visit in Lim^ 
caster, but my mind will often be there ; and thus 
we shall go on in our respective paths of duty, till 
he whose we are, and whom we serve, shall say, come 
up hither. Then we shall meet to part no more, 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. May the 
God of all grace make you happy in yourselves, and 
in each other, and in all your connections. This 
will often be the prayer of 

" Your very affectionate and obliged 

" friend and servant, 
" John Newton.*" 

On the 7th of August, her union with Mr. D. 
took place ; and after an affectionate farewell to h^ 
friends, they were accompanied by her sister into 
Lancashire. About this time she makes the follow- 
ing remarks : 

^^ I am now to be iinited by the most sacred ties 
to one whom my heart has been inclined to choose 
for my nearest earthly friend. Did I not hope that 
God, whose blessing and direction I have sou^t, 
had heard my prayer, and directed the movements 
of my heart, the sense of it would almost overwhelm 
me. But I have much to encourage my faith in a 
covenant God, who I believe would not suffer me to 



76 LIFE AND WHITINGS 

go in a wrong path ; and every confirmation I could 
wish for, of the suitability of my choice. 

" We arrived here on Saturday evening, having 
been graciously protected through every danger of 
the way, and brought into a pleasant land. It is a 
goodly country, a pleasant spot, and the word of the 
Lord dwelleth therein.'" 

It was not long before she received a cheering 
letter from her valued friend, part of which is tran- 
scribed : 

" My dear Madam, 

" Before this reaches you, I hope you will 
be at your joumey''s end. It will find you sur- 
rounded by new objects, possessed by new thoughts, 
and entering upon new departments. Just thus 
was it with Adam, when he first looked round him 
and found himself in Paradise ; or rather with Eve, 
who, the minute she awaked into life, found a hus- 
band and a garden prepared for her. Well, though 
all be new about you, you conveyed many things 
from home which are not new to you. Old truths, 
old promises, which have been tried again and again. 
Often used and trusted, yet as worthy of trust as 
ever. You have likewise experience which may be 
called old, for a young person. You have known 
the Lord, and found him near to you in London. He 
is equally near to you at Lancaster ; to supply the 
want of all absent relations, and heightening the 
pleasure and value of all present relations, as the hus- 
band, friend, brother, father of his people. With 



OF MRS. DAWSON. 77 

such a guard, teacher, and guide always at hand, you 
will find yourself at home every where, and sooi^ at 
home especially in the place he has allotted you. 
I send you Laban'*s words to Jacob, but in a softer 
sense than he spoke them : ' The Lord watch be- 
tween me and thee.' When we are absent from one 
another, I beg it of and expect it from you, that 
you will often remember me and mine at a throne of 
grace. I will try and repay you in kind. May the 
Lord set his gracious name as a seal on your heart 
and arm. This I believe he has already done. May 
he then daily repeat and deepen the impression. The 
heart, the world, the tempter, are very deceitful ; 
but the Shepherd of Israel is able to keep us from 
falling ; and while we are humble, and dependent, 
and like little children, afraid of taking a step with- 
out him, we are safe 

"John Newton.*" 

The few following letters may shew the nature of 
a correspondence, which continued for many years, 
and was a source of great pleasure; in some measure 
compensating for the sorrows of separation. 

" Aug. 30th. 
" My dear Madam, 

" Amid a variety of business I had nearly 
forgotten how easily I might send you a letter by 
Mr. Clayton. I fear the notice is too short for me 
to write much, but will do my best, and will also 
lend you a couple of franks, which I hope you will 



78 LIFK AND WHITINGS 

repay me as soon as you can, and with large interest. 
Your letter gave us pleasure, and I thank you for 
it. I do not wonder you were serious and thought- 
ful on your wedding-day ; I was so on mine, and, 
indeed, I was so on yours. That may well be called 
an important hour, which will have some influence 
upon every future hour of life. It may be compared 
to a gate, admitting us into a road from which, when 
we have once entered, there is no retreating. You 
will be at times exposed to some exercises, of which 
you had no idea in the single state ; and I would 
observe, that to be at all points and in every way 
happy in this world, is what we must not expect. 
It is polluted, and cannot be our rest. The present 
constitution of things exposes us to changes, and the 
remaining depravity of our hearts renders them ne- 
cessary to us.' But I hope you will always feel cause 
of thankfulness for comparative happiness, and that 
you will always be surrounded with a thousand 
blessings and comforts, of which many people are 
destitute ; and will thereby be excited to praise him, 
who makes a difference between you and them. 
Above all, I hope you will obtain growing views of 
the Lord^s wisdom, goodness, and faithfulness, and 
be enabled simply and heartily to prefer his manage- 
ment for you to any choice you could possibly make 
for yourself. If we were perfectly united to his holy 
will, we should be continually pleased ; for all 
things take place according to his wise and holy 
will, and not a sparrow falls to the ground without 
him. That is best for us, which is best for our souls ; 
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which is most suited to preserve us in a spirit of 
prayer and dependence ; to keep our hearts awake 
to the vanity of earthly things, and to raise them 
upwards to a better world. I know the Lord has 
given you an enlarged idea of the proper temper and 
spirit to which the Gospel is designed to form us. 
You have I believe an ambition to live to him, to 
serve him with your all, and to thirst for a conformi- 
ty to his image in humility, spirituality, and benevo- 
lence. It is he who wrought in you thus to will, and 
he will work in you to do likewise according to his 
good pleasure. You are not altogether ignorant of 
Satan'^s devices; but now your situation is changed, 
he will probably change his methods of attack ; but 
if the Lord keep you sensible of your own weakness, 
if you look to him for strength and grace, you need 
not fear. You will discover and avoid every snare, 
and new conflicts shall ensure you new victories. To 
his gracious care I commend you, and doubt not but 
he will surely do you good. — Next Sunday evening, 
if the Lord please, we are to try to gain some in- 
struction by looking at Lot's wife in the shape of a 
pilar of salt : were you to ask me what I shall say 
ftbput it, I could only tell you in general, that it is a 
sad thing for those who have begun to make a pro- 
fession, to look back to the world, they have seemed to 
forsake. There are too many such statues, stiffened 
with a lifeless form of godliness, who are dead, 
though they have a name to live. — I did not doubt, 
from Mr. Burder"*s general character, that you would 
like him. I trust he will still grow upon you, as 
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you become more acquainted with him. I shall 
rejoice to hear, that the Lord so blesses the ordi- 
nances to you, that you find not the least regret on 
that account for leaving London. Though you did 
not outwardly belong to my fold, yet I presumed to 
consider myself as a sort of co-pastor with Mr. Trot- 
man, so far as you were concerned. This part of 
my connexion with you I cheerfully resign to Mr. 
Burder, but my placed in your friendship I cannot 
consent to give up to any one ; you will be always 
very near and dear to my heart. Your mother ob- 
liged us this afternoon with a ride to Highgate, and 
we had your nephew master John with us. He is a 
very entertaining companion, and does me the hon- 
our to pay a particular attention to me. I have 
taken a place to go to Hastings, to spend a few days 
with Mr. Thornton who is there : I shall then have 
another interview with my old acquaintance the sea; 
but I must converse with it at a distance, for Mrs. 
N. will not allow me to go upon it. After the Lord 
has preserved me so often across the wide ocean, she 
is not willing to trust me to sail a few hours. You 
may think her wrong, but you will blame her very 
gently now you are yourself a wife ; for perhaps you 
will soon learn to think Mr. Dawson is most safe, 
when he is in your sight. Let me now add ray love, 
(the best thing I have to send him) and which Mrs. 
N. sends to you both. May the Lord bless you 
abundantly in yourselves and to each other ; and 
when you are near the throne of grace, remember 
" Your very affectionate friend, 

" Jno. Newton.*" 
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" My dear Madam, 

'' I have somewhere read of an Iliad com- 
pnsed in a nutshell. I eould wish for such a laconic 
talent, when I write to you. If leisure would per- 
mit, I could write a quire to you ; but cannot in 
conscience make you pay for more than a sheet; 
therefore must now close my introduction. Taking 
it fi»r granted that you are not unwUUng to know 
how we are, I will begin (as charity generally does,) 
at home. The physician prescribing the salt water 
for Elizi^ we spent a month in Hampshire, chiefly 
on her account. A safe and pleasant journey, kind 
eajt^rtainment, alternate retirement and Christian 
oooLverse, dternate church and house preaching, and 
the satisfaction of finding all well on our return. 
The bathing agreed with Eliza^ and Dr. Benamer 
hopes she is better, and in a way of being so ; though 
I can see little alteration. I am still enabled to 
preach three times a day when required ; by which 
you may judge that want of health is not one of my 
trials. Indeed they have been for some time past 
%ht and few ; for I am ashamed to honour little 
teasing incidents with the name of trials ; at least, 
I dare not call them troubles. They are indeed 
sufficient trials of our faith and patience, and a proof 
(tnfling as they are) how little we have of either, if 
&e Lord leave us to grapple with them in our own 
str^igth. But we are still followed by goodness and 
mercy, and surrounded by innumerable calls to 
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* Miss £. Canningham, a niece to whom he was much attached. 
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thankfulness. The news of your health and Mr. D's 
recovery was pleasing to us ; and it is a mercy he 
received no more hurt from the overturn. — I do not 
think it sinful to have a genius or taste for the polite 
arts, or to use it when we have it : but I believe it 
to be ensnaring, liable to be abused, and that the 
abuse is sinful. Our brother Bacon ^ is the first man 
in one branch of the fine arts, and I hardly know 
any man more simple and spiritual in his views and 
walk. I see therefore, that eminence in the arts is 
not incompatible with eminence in the Christian life ; 
but I scarcely feel qualified to write upon the sub- 
ject. Though we are not in the habit of relating 
the subjects we discuss, I will, (which I never did 
to any one before) transcribe from my book of mi- 
nutes, the heads of an evening^s discussion question. 
What is the true idea of liberality of mind ? In 
general, it is the effect of self-knowledge, observation, 
and a knowledge of human nature, combined with a 
cordial love of the truth and of mankind, and a cer- 
tain largeness and generosity of spirit, not always 
found even in good men. It stands opposed to pre- 
judices of aU kinds which are classed with national, 
religious, party, pedantic, ignorant and interested 
prejudices. Much was said on pedantry, which we 
considered as a contracted, narrow disposition, which 
can only act or think in one circle. It is very pre- 
valent among all professions, whether philosophers, 
scholars, artists, mariners, farmers, or divines. In 
religion, it generally draws every thing into the vor- 

* The late John Bacon, Et^q. R. A. 
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tex of some favourite sentiment. One property of 
this liberality is a willingness to examine our opini- 
ons, aihd to submit them to examination, with a 
desire of maintaining nothing for which we have not 
either present evidence, or a consciousness of past 
evidence. The liberal-minded man considers his 
own weakness, fallibility and depravity, and from 
hence learns to make candid allowances for others. 
The operation of this liberality is, to the good, com- 
placence and brotherly love; to the wicked and 
erroneous, compassion ; to all men, benevolence. It 
is strict and severe to its own faults, and more strict 
with the faults of friends than enemies. In dubious 
cases, it hopes the best ; but is inflexible in favour 
of truth and right. Beware of the counterfeit of 
the present day, a spurious moderation, without re- 
gard to principle : a bigotted candour, a comprehen- 
sion which embraces all but those, who love the 
truth as it is in Jesus. It proves all things, holds 
fast that which is good. It buys the truth and will 
not sell it. It selects, adopts, and acknowledges 
whatever is good, amiable and of good report, where- 
ever found. 

** I believe your thoughts on Isaiah xii. 1. are pretty 
much the same as mine. However, I have neither 
time nor room to send you more at present. Where 
we truly love, we can easily feel where we have 
displeased ; and we can as easily judge by the con- 
duct of our friend, what part of it is intended to 
express a sense of our unkindness. Indeed, with 
regard to the Lords dispensations, we may always 
see sin enough in ourselves, to account for our suf- 



84 LIVE AND WHITINGS 

ferings; and we see likewise, that the affllctienB 
which look like tokens of his displeasure, are indeed 
mercies and favours to those who love him ; that he 
chastens them for their good ; and though disj^eas- 
ed with their sins, is not angry with those, whom he 
has reconciled to himself in Christ Jesus. I appre- 
hend a sense of his anger chiefly respects a state of 
eonvictimi, and is removed when the eye of the 
mind is opened to behold the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sin of the world It is possible to 
fall into such sins as may revive the cause of anger, 
and fill our hearts with terror. I hope and pray it 
will not be your case, nor mine ; and therefore I 
shall not consider it. We join in love to you and 
Mr. D. You have as much of my affection as if I 
saw you daily. Our friendship, founded upon the 
best principles, and strengthened by an acquaintance 
of some standing, is too firm and too old to be shaken, 
I trust, by absence or distance, especially as we still 
meet at a throne of grace. May the Lord bless you, 
and keep you, and fill you with the peace which 
passeth all understanding. 

" I am your^s indeed, 

" J. Newton.'^ 

From the samem 

" I must beg leave to pity religious professors, 
who have so little comfort from the Gospel, that 
they are forced to apply to the world for relief. 
Something is amiss in the constitution, when the 
taste and habit are so vitiated, that there is a hank- 
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Wng for dbalk or cinders. If any that have truly 
tasted that the Lord is gracious, are not content 
with the bread of life, but must feed on the world's 
ashes by way of variety, I think they are sick. It 
seems to me» that a lively Christian will look on the 
woild^s amufiements much in the light of children's 
toys. But though we need not envy them their 
playthings, yet to themselves, playthings are of 
great importance ; yes, in a sense necessary, till some- 
thing else can be substituted in their room. You may 
tie a child to the leg of a table, and make it look 
very grave by crossing it and disappointing it ; but 
you cannot infuse into a child that solidity, which 
is becoming a grown person ; and except you can do 
this, it would be unreasonable to confine the child 
to the rules you might prescribe to yourself. Ou 
the other hand, that very conduct which in a child 
of ei^t years old indicates capacity and genius, if 
exactly copied by a person of thirty, would denomi- 
nate him a fool. The application is easy. A fond- 
ness for the world's playthings in a Christian betrays 
a childishness and weakness altogether unsuitable to 
our high and honourable profession. If I found you 
busy in dressing a doll for a child, I should not 
blame you ; but if you told me you were dressing it 
for yourself, and I saw you delighted with the doU, 
and entering into the spirit of the business, just as a 
child mi^t do, I should think it very strange. Thus 
unawakened people of all ages appear to me as chil- 
dren : if I had influence over such, I should content 
myself with restraining them from such things %s 
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are evidently immoral and hurtfnl ; but I would not 
attempt to take all their playthings away, and say 
they should do nothing but what I chose to do my- 
self. I would tell them, and endeavour to persuade 
them, that there are better pleasures than, as yet, 
they have any idea of. I would prevail on them, 
if possible, to wait on those means by which the 
Lord usually works, at least on his own day. I 
would let them know that I pitied them, that they 
were capable of being pleased with such trifles. 
Then I must be content to let them play on. If 
occasions should happen, that I should sometimes 
and in a certain degree play with them, as I now 
creep on all-fours to please a little child, still I 
should let them see that I felt myself out of place, 
and was not a child like them. I could not write 
thus to every one ; where the spiritual taste is form- 
ed, and there is a simplicity of heart, many things 
may be safely said, which might be misimderstood 
and mismanaged by others. What a sad thing it is 
to be in such a state of mind, as renders the killing 
of time (as the phrase is) necessary. For a creature 
capable of knowing God, and of commimion with 
him to be incapable of bearing its own reflections, 
or destitute of any thing worth reflecting on, forced 
to fly from itself to seek refuge in a crowd, to dress, 
to dance, to run through a range of follies in order 
to while away that little, uncertain portion of time, 
which when it is once flnished will fix them in an 
eternal, unchangeable state, when, to say no more, 
there will be none of those amusements which they 
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now find so necessary, this is really awful. — * Say, 
dreamers of gay dreams — how will you weather an 
eternal night where such expedients fail !^ I can- 
not recommend any of Mr. Law's writings in 
the gross, and perhaps there are none of them in 
which some excellent things are not to be found. 
But in his Serious Call particularly, he shews the 
folly and vanity of a worldly life in a very striking 
and masterly manner. I wish he had been as hap- 
py in delineating the nature and effects of true reli- 
gion, as he has been in shewing the misery of those 
who live without God in the world. Indeed I should 
be very glad to handsel the hall, and give you a 
family sermon in it. Were I with you this morning, 
perhaps my text would be 1 Timothy vi. 17. * Charge 
them that are rich in this world, that they be not 
high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in 
the living God, who giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy.^ I should not be large on the exhortation. I 
should leave Mr. — and you to apply that to your- 
selves. My discourse would principally turn upon 
one clause — ^ who giveth us freely' — without desert 
or condition, not one, two or many, but all things 
richly, that are necessary or suitable to our good, 
in a way worthy of himself; richly, bountifully, 
beyond what we ask or think ; and all this with 
a liberty and a blessing to possess, to use, to 
enjoy. Let us meditate upon the fulness of this 
clause, and then let us sit down and draw up our 
inventory, if we can, of the benefits and comforts 
temporal, spiritual, personal and relative, by which 
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be has distinguished us from thousands : that gtali- 
tude may be excited ; for it is a good and pleasant 
thing to be thankful. There always will be a grMt 
disproportion between what we do, and what wo 
ought to do ; and therefore it is a mercy to be sen- 
sible of it. While our eye is fixed on him, having right 
desires, we may depend upon his promises to quidify 
us for any situation in which he places us. Is it not 
strange, that Christians should find it so difficult to 
despise the vanities and follies of the world, while some 
heathen philosophers found it so easy ? Methinks 
a little observation and experience might congee us, 
that if the Lord has afforded us the necessaries and 
moderate accommodations of life, nothing merdj 
of a worldly nature can tend to our felicity. Will 
a table of fifty covers and elegant furniture make us 
happy ? or is it even worth while to live for the sake 
of dressing and dancing every day ? The only tem- 
poral blessings which I think in any sense worthy 
the name of pleasure, and which will bear reflectii^ 
on, are those of friendship and relative life : these- 
really promise something not unworthy our atten- 
tion. These really do gild a scene, which would 

otherwise be all darkness and gloom 

"I wish Mr. — great success in gardening; that 
his seeds and plants may flourish, and that the exer- 
cise may be very serviceable to his health. What a 
school is a garden ! A lesson may be learnt from 
every flower, leaf and seed. Your garden may not 
be an Eden, nor yet a* Gethsemane, but it may re- 
mind you of both. How Adam fell, how Jesus 
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agonized and conquered. And oh what love, that 
he should enclose us out of the wilderness of this 
world, wall us round with salvation, and condescend 
to make us his husbandry ! All that he has planted 
in m shall prosper, and all in us which he has not 
planted, he has graciously promised shall be rooted 
up. Let our hearts say Amen — January 14, 1788. 

"John Newton.^ 

From the same, 

« Aug. 6, 1788. 
" When I mentioned my condescension to a 
child in cre^ing about the floor to please him, I 
thought you would probably call upon me for an 
explanation. You say directly after, you had been 
ftsked to go to the playhouse. But my compliance 
with the child must have some bounds. If he 
•famild choose to creep under the grate and bum 
his hair, I would prevent him if I could. But if 
diat were out of my power, my regard for my own 
dothes would not permit me to be so complaisant 
as to follow him. If people will go to the pby, let 
them honestly confess that their pleasure Ues there, 
and not pretend a desire to beco;ne all tl&ngs to all 
men with a view to do them good. The same ar- 
gument might lead them to other places of bad 
fesort. I do suppose it possible for a person who 
has been used to the theatre in the time of igno- 
rance, to continue the custom some time after his 
being awakened, for want of reflection. It may be 
so ; but I should have little opinion of any one^s 
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religion, who should persist in the practice after the 
impropriety had been plainly pointed out, suppo- 
sing likewise they are at their own disposal. For I 
can make some allowances for a child or a wife 
complying against inclination, for the sake of peace. 
But I should expect such compliance to be a real 
grievance and burden: for how a spiritual mind 
can take pleasure in the theatre, is to me inconceiv- 
able. The representations are either tragedy or 
.comedy. The former I think are universally, 
strongly tinctured with the exhibition of those pas- 
sions, which our profession calls upon us to mortify. 
The latter are founded on intrigue, and are calcu- 
lated to set in a pleasing light such characters and 
conduct as are diametrically opposite to what a 
Christian ought to do, or be. I might perhaps 
bear to go with the child to a puppet show ; but I 
would no more accompany the children of taller 
growth to a playhouse, than a pesthouse. And 
observe, when I creep with the child, I do it for the 
time willingly ; but I am soon weary. And if I 
lived with him, I should frequently say, ^ well now, 
we have played enough, fetch your book, and let 
me hear you read, or let us talk about the catechism.^ 
So the children, if they would not allow me my 
turn, and let me talk to them in my own way some- 
times, that I might at least have a possibility of 
doing them some good, I would not play with them 
at all. The time is too precious to allow us to waste 
it, when we have not even a remote prospect of 
benefiting either ourselves or others. 
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" We cannot too much cultivate that sphrit of love, 
which disposes us to believe and hope the best we 
can of others. The Lord has favoured you with 
this disposition, and taught you to be a strict critic 
over your own conduct, and to make all favourable 
allowances for your neighbours. This is right : 
however, our tenderness should not teach us to 
deviate from the standard of his word. There we 
read that the desire of the flesh, and of the eyes, 
and of the pride of life constitute that spirit of the 
world, which stands in direct opposition to his grace. 
And we may depend upon it, that they who do not 
perceive this opposition, as it were with a glance of 
the eye, are some way or other defective in their 
views of the Gospel. That religion which does not 
engage the whole heart for the Lord, can be little 
better than a name. The comforts of the Gospel 
neither require nor admit such poor assistance, as 
worldly amusements offer. — The new nature and 
the old, have each their respective proper food, suited 
to their different appetites and relish ; and what is 
nourishing to one, is death to the other. The best 
that I can say of professors that hanker after the 
world is, that if they are not entirely dead, they 
aie at least lamentably sick. It indicates a distem- 
pered constitution; and till they are debarred such 
trash, they will not recover their natural appetite. 
I must thus judge of Gospel hearers, who are to be 
seen at one time sitting under the ordinances, and 
at others mixing with that world, at their plays, 
assemblies, or other diversions ; either they never 
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had a savour of divine things, or they have lost it. 
And to join with them and countaiance them in 
their foUies, far from being the way to gain thein, 
is the direct way to harden them, and deceive them. 
And they are much more likely to draw us into the 
same spirit, than we. are to reclaim them to a better 
conduct. ^Let your moderation be known to dtl 
men.** — How much is that poor word 'moden^on^ 
misunderstood and abused* It is very ififlTereiit 
from that lukewarraness and indifference, whidb 
many excuse and justify by the term. In popular 
language, we speak of white as a colour; but philo- 
sophers tell iffi, that white is propeiiy no colour 
itself, but is formed by a union and combination of 
all the coloured rays of light. The union of two or 
three, or more of these will form a compound of 
colours ; but if they are all blended and reflected 
together, the effect will be a perfect white. Thus 
moderation is not a grace distinct from others, or 
designed to correct any grace, which would be ex- 
treme, or too strong without it ; but it is the result, 
the united effect of all the graces of spirit — zeal, 
love, faithfulness, meekness, tenderness, humility, 
and the rest; all contribute to produce it. And 
the reason why instances of true moderation are so 
rare is, that there are few who have their zeal b»- 
lanoed by proportionate knowledge, or their gentle- 
ness stimulated by a due regard to the honour of 
God or the importance of truth. In the character 
of our Saviour as man, we see all these divine rays 
in their vivid brightness perfectly combined, and 
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concentrated ; and therefore he is a perfect example 
of true moderation. But oh how unlike is the cha- 
racter of many who bear his name and talk of mo- 
deration, to this. They are neither enthusiasts nor 
profligates; they hope they mean well, and they 
hope that others mean as well as they — such is 
th&x idea of moderation. If Mr. Burder should 
leare Lancaster, I can see, it may be a trial to you, 
bat not a loss. I believe the Lord led you thither, 
and therefore he will take care of you. Your de- 
pendence upon him, raises you to a state of inde- 
pendence with respect to creatures. It is your doty 
to attend on ordinances, and it is your mercy to 
prize them. But if the Lord should remove or 
diange them, what you cannot prevent, will not be 
yoor hindrance. He can send some one to be equally 
useful) or he can supply and feed you immediately 
from himself. Believe that he has wise reasons for 
all that he does or permits. Wait patiently upon 
him. He will do what is best, and will surely guide 
those who seek his direction. Plough and sow while 
you can ; if you should be led into the wilderness 
. where ploughing and sowing are impracticable, he 
will take care of you himself, and give you manna 
from die clouds and water from the rock.^ 

From the same, 

" Feb. IS, 1784.— The grand point which is suf- 
ficient to make us happy, is to live in union with the 
will of God ; which has two branches : his revealed 
will, and his promdential will : to be guided by the 
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one, and satisfied with the other. We shall never 
in this world properly attain to either ; but we may 
by grace approximate more and more to both. The 
first is necessary to our life; the second to our 
peace. And indeed our attainment in the one, is 
the proper test of our attainment in the other. A 
seeming submission, which is not connected with a 
habit and aim of unreserved obedience to his rule, 
is no better than stoicism ; and a professed obedi- 
ence to his precepts, which leaves us at liberty to 
find fault with his dispensations, would be very 
defective in its principles. To support the Chris- 
tian character in great trials, it is necessary to habi- 
tuate ourselves to submission in small ones. And 
it is a great point of wisdom, to see and believe that 
the will of God is concerned in the smallest events. 
If a china plate is broken, a dinner spoUed, or a 
servant stays too long, when sent with a message ; 
these things, though comparatively small, are of 
great importance with respect to the impression they 
make upon our spirits. And the will of God is 
concerned in them all, and altogether they constitute 
a daily lesson of self-denial and submission. Great 
occasions do not happen every day ; but things 
though small, sufficient to break our peace, happen 
almost every hour. That word Jer. xii. 5. seems 
applicable to the subject ; ' If thou hast run with 
the footmen and they have wearied thee, how canst 
thou contend with horses ; and if in the land of 
peace they wearied thee, how wilt thou do in the 
swellings of Jordan P^ Many people amuse them- 
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selves with thinking how well they would behave 
in situations of their own contriving, who are sadly 
defective in their present circiunstances. They 
suppose they should acquit themselves properly 
under great trials, though they are daily overpow- 
ered with trifles. 

** We have pretty well done with conformity to 
the world. The varieties of genius, which qualify 
people to shine in the fine arts, oratory, and other 
works of taste, prove that man, considered as a crea- 
ture of God, has great capacities and powers ; but 
all is misapplied. I think it does not prove that 
providence designed men to be fiddlers, players, or 
rope-dancers. Had the talent which succeed in these 
pretty things been properly applied, the same per- 
son, with the like application, would have been 
distinguished for real excellence. The tongue is a 
wonderful organ ; but shall we say that God has 
given it a genius for falsehood, slander, and blas- 
phemy, because multitudes have no better employ- 
ment for it? If the heart was right, it would teach 
the tongue the language of truth and praise. I am 
not sure the genius displayed in the ways you men- 
tion, was given for these purposes, any more than 
I am sure that hares, dogs and horses were made on 
purpose to be killed in the chase. However I agree 
with you, that they who spend most of their lives in 
punting, fiddling, or dancing, or in collecting shells 
and butterflies, would probably do worse, if they had 
not these objects to keep them quiet. These things 
fall under the direction and government of provi- 
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desDcey and do in a measure soothe and sweeten the 
spirit of fidlen man, and dispose him to draw more 
peaceably in the yoke of society. For the human 
heart is savage in itself, full of enmity and mischief 
towards its own kind ; and while destitute of grace, if 
it had not some adoucissements from other quarters, 
it would make the world a continued scene of horror. 
But these things are not necessary to Christians. 
K I had taste, I should think myself at liberty to 
admire a picture or a piece of music, if tl^ came 
in my way ; but not to go down to the worM^'s spirit 
purposely and intentionally to seek pleasure in them. 
And if my heart were very spiritual, my love to 
God and man very great, the pleasure I could 
otherwise take in the performances of a Garrick or 
a Handel, would be swallowed up with grief to aee 
immortal spirits wholly engrossed with the tfarngs of 
time, and insensible to the concerns of an i^proach- 
ing eternity. I believe Paul was a man of taste ; 
but when he was at Athens, the seat of all the fine 
arts, he seems to have seen nothing that pleased 
hiaa; he was so affected with the ignorance and 
id(datry of the people, that he could take notice of 
little else. His spirit was stirred, agitated, filled 
with indignation, (the Greek word will bear this 
sense,) he was, as we say, shocked. He felt per^ 
haps something of what you and I probably hay« 
felt, when we have seen a person not in his right 
mind, shew abilities and performances, which mi^t 
please us if we could forget the state he was in. I 
often speak of these things from the pulpit, but I do 
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not expressly condemn them ; cmly with respect to 
those who by their profession, plight to know better. 
With regard to others, I express my pity that they 
are capable of no higher satm&ction. This would 
lead me back to the child a^un, but I have said 
quite enough on the subject. Only let me add otie 
thought ; suppose Christians are placed in the midst 
of those fine things to give them an opportunity of 
practising self-denial, and of shewing to others how 
well they can do without them.'" * 

From the same, 
" Oct. 9, 1786. — The miscarriages of others which 
ycm observe, have their proper eflect upon you, if 
they make you almost tremble for yourself. Happy 
is the man who feareth always. Our hearts are no 
.better than theirs; our spiritual enemies no less 
subtle, vigilant and powerful ; and every situation 
and every temper has its snares and temptations. 
However, whDe you tremble, you may also rejoice. 
If a person at the end of a long journey, should 
read in the next paper of many who were robbed, 
maimed, or murdered upon the same road while he 
was passing it, he would have reason to be doubly 
thankful to that good providence that watched over 
him. Be not discouraged. May the Lord maintain 
in us a sense of our weakness and a spirit dependent 
on him. Then we shall be safe. His people are 
kept near him, not by a dry assent to the doctrine 
of perseverance ; but by putting his fear into their 
hearts, making them sensible of their exposedness 
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to falls, and of the dreadf\il consequoices of falling. 
This excites circumspection, and quickens their 
prayers to him to hold them up, that they may be 
safe. If you select from the group of profbssocs 
whom you know, such as appear to be habitually of 
a broken and contrite spirit, little in the^r own eyes, 
and suspicious of themselves, your good hope of 
them will seldom be disaj^ioted.-— I hare attmded 
you to York Minster, a noble structure indeed. It 
was built in the days of superstition, yet qiedilnks 
it indicated something of a spirit of devotion in those 
days. I do not think the spirit of the present 
enlightened age would raise such an edifice to the 
worship of Grod, but they spare no expenoe in mul- 
tiplying temples to the service of [deasure and 
dissipation, which in my judgment does not prove 
that such Protestants have a more elevated under- 
standing than our Popish ancestors. My fancy has 
likewise, through the glass of your descriptioB, taken 
a peep at Ebkstall Abbey ; which also is the best 
medium I have had of enjoying the prospects near 
Keswick : and it was sufficient to delight me. While 
my imagination hovered over these rural scates, 
and compared them with York and Kirkstall, I was 
reminded of a line of Mr. Cowper^s : ^ God made 
the country, and man made the town.^ Oh ! how 
different are his works to the puny works of mortals. 
What then must be that city, whose builder and 
maker is God ; and which he has built purposely 
to display the riches of his wisdom, power, glory 
and goodness, so as to fill and surpass the utmost 
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capacity of his most intelligent creatures. I am 
a&aid however that the hills and the rallies of Cum- 
berland are dark places, inhabited by men and 
women who are little more affected by the wonderful 
works of God, constantly before their eyes, than 
the cattle who graze upon the spot. This thought 
damped the pleasure of my journey ; but I was 
glad to find a Mrs. A — , among them ; and hope 
diere may be more likeminded amongst them, though 
unknown to me and }rou. The Lord has his hidden 
ones, scattered up and down ; and I am not without 
a hope, that if they could be collected together, 
they might equal and perhaps outnumber those who 
make a public and honourable profession of his 
truth.'' 

From the same. 

"Feb. 16, 1788. — I apprehend that aflSictions 
are the common lot of mortals ; and believers are 
not to look for exemption: that we are bom to 
trouble as the sparks fly upwards ; yet none of them 
spring out of the dust, or happen to us at random. 
But there is a needs-be when we are in heaviness. 
The deason, measure, and continuance of each is 
accurately adjusted by Infinite Wisdom ; and all of 
them work together for good to them that love 
Qod : like the various parts of the movements of a 
watch, which taken singly may seem useless, but 
when put each in its proper place, so belong to the 
whcde that not one is superfluous, nor can one be 
spared. Or like the arch of a bridge, which depends 
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upon every stone, though no one stone of itself 
supports it. I think we may find sin enough in 
ourselves, to warrant us to consider every affliction 
as a chastisement or medicine; though this un- 
doubtedly is not the immediate cause of all our 
afflictions. A storm overtook both Jonah and Paul : 
the one was out of his duty, the other in it. To 
Jonah the storm was an awful correction ; to Paul^ 
it procured an occasion of comfort and honour. 
When they who walk humbly and uprightly with 
God, meet with many troubles, they are sent I sup- 
pose, to exercise and manifest their graces, and shew 
the power and faithfulness 6f God in supporting 
and relieving them ; and to enlarge their experi- 
mental knowledge of his goodness. At the same 
time, they are designed to humble, and prove, and 
refine them; for the best have much remaining 
dross. 

" My niece is well, and will do as well in the music 
way as I wish her. If I could make her an exquisite 
performer by a word speaking, I would not speak 
that word ; for it is an ensnaring accomplishment. 
We join in hearty love to you and Mr. D. The 
Lord bless you both. Amen. This is a chequered 
life, and the changes are mercifully accommodated to 
our circumstances. Continual comfort and prospe- 
rity would be unsafe for us. Continual affliction 
would be hard upon us. Therefore our gracious 
Lord appoints us changes. Comforts and trials are 
interwoven in our dispensations ; and so closely, that 
there is hardly an hour passes on, in which we have 
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not many causes for thankfulness, and some exercise 
for faith and patience. I am pleased with a passage 
in Bishop Cowper, in which he compares the life of a 
believer to a piece of mixed cloth; the threads of 
which from end to end, through the whole length of 
life, are comforts; but the woof from beginning to end X 
filled up with crosses. Surely it is so, for though 
we are favoured with days and spaces in which we 
can hardly say, we have one cross from the hands of 
the Lord, we have in default of these, an unhappy 
ingenuity in contriving and making up crosses for 
ourselves. A word, a look, or the holding up a finger 
is sufficient to disconcert us in our smoothest hours, 
to spoil the relish of a thousand blessings, so that 
the sun shines upon us almost in vain. We sufier 
inuch from imaginary or from real evils, as much 
perhaps from apprehension of what may never hap- 
pen, as from the impression of what we truly feel. 
Thus we put loads on our own shoulders, and then 
we say, * Alas, how heavily am I burdened !^ So 
great is the goodness and faithfulness of the Lord, 
that we are usually eatL^d to stand under heavy 
trials. Such likewise ivour weakness, that we are 
as frequently ready ttH^ink under small ones. Could 
we see the hand ef the Lord equally in the great 
and the small, and consider every thing we meet as 
designed to practise and forward us in the lessons 
we profess ourselves desirous of learning, we should 
be much more happy. I believe there is much at- 
tainable this way which I have not yet attained. 
We are called to die unto self, to cease from man, 



102 LIFE AND WRITINGS 

to learn that all things here are uncertain and vaki, 
to forgive injunes, to overcome evil wkhgood And 
the wants of life are adjusted so as to gye us a &e* 
quent opportunity of discovering and proving our 
proficiency in these lessons^ But we would vatfaear 
suppose ourselves patient, without having any diing 
to bear : disposed to forgiveness, without any thing 
to forgjive : and that we possets a spuituail nundy 
while at the saxloce time, we arc pleasuag, ourselves 
with the hope of a sort of paradise of earthly enj<)j« 
znents. And yet we believe that our Master and 
Lord was a m§n of sorrows and aeqiuunted "with 
grief; the object of reproach and contempt; and 
that ia this situatioai he wept over hk eo&mtay and 
prayed for his murderers. — I can only add, love aad 
respects to Mr. D. and my pvayer ^t the Lord 
may bless you indeed.^ 

Frotn the tame. 

"May 14, 1788. 
" I believe I can add but Uttk i& what has been 
said on the subject of affliction. Those imaginary 
troubles which arise out of a disturbed, imagiiuitioit, 
in people who are nervous or low-spirited^ are real 
and terrible. But I call those likewise imaginary 
troubles, which pride and self-will cut out fir us, 
and which render us insensible to the value of a 
thousand blessings and means of comfcart which are 
in our power. So Haman, in possesaii^ great favour, 
wealth, and power, was quite unhappy, because Mor- 
decai would not pull off his hat : and Ahab was 
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sick of grief, not because he had lost a child or a 
kingdom, but because Naboth refused to part with 
his vineyard. The more wc feel trials of this kind, 
tiMi more mdtl they are, and give the strongest 
proofs of the arrogance and mgratitude of our hearts : 
jad tbeM effects are much more to be lamented than 
tbeir causes. But they seldom are much thought 
o^ unless they excite violent emotions of passion. 
Thus if I, while &voured with health, competence, 
finends, and many temporal good things, should lose 
the relish of them because a fellow worm has not 
spoken of me, or acted towards mc according to the 
idea I haive fotmed of fny own importance, should I 
be. entitled to your pity? Might you not rather 
with great justice blame me ? Would this be a pro- 
per temper for a sinner, who says he is undeserving 
of the smallest mercies P Or for a follower of Jesus, 
wha was tireated with contempt, and rewarded evil 
tn good coadnuaily for our sakes ? Indeed, the 
most ot our sorrows are sins, the fruits of an unhum- 
hied spirit ; and we multiply them, because we are 
so aipt rather to compassionate than abhor ourselves 
for being affected by them. W hen the Lord brings 
dispensations upon us, which in their, own nature are 
painfiil, we cannot help feeling ; but these things do 
not happen every day; but if mere trifles are capable 
of discomposing us daily, it shews what we are, and 
what reason we have to adopt every day the publi- 
can's prayer — * God be merciful to me a sinner/ 
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From the same. 

"Oct. 31, 1788. 

" My dear Madam, 

" Your letter found me at Olney, or rather 
at Weston, which you may remember is a mile and 
a half from Olney, and where Mr. Cowper and Mrs. 
Unwin now reside. Our head quarters were with 
those dear friends for a little more than three weeks ; 
from whence I made almost daily excursions amongst 
my old friends, and preached to them, as formerly, 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Mrs. Newton re- 
mained at Weston, but Miss Catlett and I made 
one digression to Northampton and Creaton. We 
left home the 8th of July, and returned the 13th of 
August. It was on the whole a pleasant and com- 
fortable tour. The Lord, who was with us in the 
way, took care of our house in our absence. We 
found all well, and Mrs. Newton^s health seemed 
better for the journey ; though not without frequent 
returns of indisposition, but not violent. We are 
surrounded by goodness and mercy in every place. 
We found Mrs. Unwin well, and Mr. Cowper rather 
getting forward in his gradual manner. He is cheer- 
ful in company, but the ground of his inward dis- 
tress is not yet wholly removed. 

" Now I must take your epistle in paragraphs. If 
my letters afford you either profit or pleasure, I am 
fully repaid ; and I would write you many more if I 
could ; but you wrong my affection, if you estimate 
what I would do, by what is actually in my power to 
perform. I have not much to add on the subject of 
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the ignorant poor. I can easily believe your diffi* 
culties and obstacles on this head are many and 
great ; and have no reason to doubt your willingness 
to improve any opportunities that might offer. Be 
not discouraged ; perhaps you may find an opening 
where you least expected. While we remain upon 
earth, we are in the Lord'^s school, and a principal 
lesson we have to learn, is the knowledge of our- 
selves; and this can only be attained by painM 
experience. Books, sermons, and letters cannot 
teach it, nor can the observations we make on other 
people lead us far beyond the theory. To have 
some tolerable ideas of the human heart in general, 
is one thing. To know our own hearts is quite 
a different thing. The deceitftdness of the heart, 
which we allow in words, enables it so to disguise, 
conceal, and cover its own motions, that the supposed 
sense we have of its deceitftdness is often the very 
thing that deceives us. We say the sea is deceit- 
All ; and with reason. It sometimes looks so smooth 
and glossy, that no one who has not tried it would 
think it dangerous : but this only in a calm. A 
small breeze will ruffle it, and in a storm it roars and 
rages. But the heart is more deceitful than the sea. 
It will swell and rage when there seems no wind to 
put it in motion, or to awaken any suspicion. If I 
feel impatience and discontent imder the pressure of 
great troubles, I am apt to blame the tempest for 
all the commotion, and excuse my own heart which 
tells me it would behave better in circumstances 
more favourable. But when the state of affairs is 
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(joite placid; when 1 have no trial worth mentioning; 
when I see myself surrounded with comforts, so that 
being judge in my own cause, I am forced to coufeas 
that 1 have a highly favoured lot, and can think of 
no person on earth with whom I would wish to 
chtu^e — if even then, trifles light as air are sufficient 
to disciHnpose me; and a word, or a look, not to my 
nund makci me for the time insensible to all my un- 
deserved mercieB — then I find my heart is deceitful 
mdeed; it can rtuse itself into foam and fury, with- 
out being able to assign any tolerable cause for the 
spToar. But still the heart must be excused, and 
iriil attempt to throw the blame upon the animal 
Bfuiits, upon the nerves, or upon any thing rathe^ 
than charge it to its own pride and ingratitude. I 
wish we were better, but it is of importance to know 
(so tax as we are able to bear it) how bad we really 
are. For thetf will most prize the physician and 
most readily comply with his presciiption, who are 
moet sensible of the malignity of thm disease. 

" I JMn you in praising the Lord for his goodness. 
I understand the httle stranger is to be called Jane ; 
a itame to which I am a little partial for tlie sake of 
some who bear it. If she is spared to you, I trust 
yonr best endeavours to teach her the good ways of 
the Lord will not be wanting; and you will find 
that while a child and even an infant, she will be a 
teacher to you. You will be often reminded of that 
text, 'like as a father or a mother pitieth it child, so 
the Lord pitielh them thai fear him.' And when you 
arc forced to overrule the inclinations of the child 
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whom you lore and wish to gratify, when she erica, 
becaufie she cannot have what yoa know would ho 
fauxt&l to her, and where a xegffsd to her health 
conatrainayou to give her some salutaxy paina; you 
will be led to notice the true caose of many of your 
disappoii^ments and trials. Should you see her 
sometknes misconstrue your tenderness^ aad dsink 
you unkind^ notwithstanding a thousand daily inroo& 
of your love and care, because you cannot eon^il^ 
mtk her wiahes^ in every point; you will see in has 
too mudi of my picture^ and something of your 
own. On the other hand, the pleasure you' wiH 
find in her affiection and obedience^ the seadinett 
vifeb which you wiU fcMrgive her £iuks, when she if 
aensiUe of them, and how much more you are dii> 
posed to caoresa her than to frown upon her; these 
'feeling9 will lead your thougjits to ouy faeasrenigr 
Father, who ddB^s m our prQq>«rity, does not 
wilHngly aflSict us, ncur permit us t» be ini hesvinas 
without a needUbefov it. Thus, while we ateitt the 
Locd^s school^ ae I hinledv anddesiie ten be taught 
by Ium> we may be always learning, even thoogh 
we should not be fiivoured with public preaching of 
the GospeL An attention to the Bible w31 enable 
ua to deme paofitable instructioii ,firom children^ 
sewantis, fiiends, aienies, comfiNrts and crosses: from 
all we see, hear, os meet with in the daily course of 
li&. I think it cannot be well with ua if we do not 
get a high value upon Gospel ordinances. They 
ace designed and adapted to feed and refresh oar 
soidfi. Yet we may in some circumstances overrate 
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them. They are not so indispensably necessary, 
but that we may feel and grow and thrive without 
them ; provided the want of them is not owing to our 
neglect or indolence, or to their being providentially 
out of our reach. They may in that case be well 
supplied by a stedfast application to the word of 
grace and the throne of grace. My friend Mrs. G. 
has been confined to her drawing room and chamber 
these five years. For so long a time, she has not 
been able to set a foot^ down a single stair, nor does 
she ever expect it. Yet I think a more cheerful, 
lively, exemplary Christian than she, is scarcely to 
be found in London. And since it is the will of 
God to confine her, she seems to have no more de- 
sire to go out of the door, than out of her chamber 
windoi^. The God of ordinances is, at all times 
and in all places, near to those who love and seek 
him, and he is allsufiicient to make up and make 
good whatever they seem to want. So I found it 
during the last two or three years that I was at sea. 
I had not then so much light and knowledge as I 
have been ^favoured with since ; but I had a certain 
fervour of spirit in communion with God upon the 
vast ocean, at a distance from the public means, 
without the help of a Christian friend (yea, though 
I was engaged ignorantly in the wretched ^lave- 

trade) which I should be glad to feel at present 

" A Dutch minister at. the Cape, having some ac- 
quaintance with me from my books, (most of which 
have been translated in Holland,) enquired concern- 
ing me, and afterwards sent me a letter containing 
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fifteen or sixteen quarto pages closely written in 
Latin, and I have an English translation of it. He 
is an extraordinary man. He dates his letter on his 
birth-day, and was then twenty-three years old. But 
he joins the fire of youth to the experience and 
judgment of old age. He was a clever youth while 
at the University, and his reason and abilities were 
leading apace towards scepticism and infidelity. He 
received his first gracious impressions while reading 
a Socinian book. He met with some severe trials 
aferwards, which were sanctified. He then devoted 
himself to the ministry, and in a little tipae was ap- 
pointed by the Dutch East India Company to be 
a minister at the Cape of Good Hope. He has sent 
me the whole history of his conversion and ex- 
perience, of which I send you a short extract : 

" * It was not long before I was taught a more 
intimate acquaintance of my depravity and utter 
inability, while at the same view, my eyes beheld a 
Saviour increasingly precious, accommodating him- 
self to my every want, the overflowing fountain and 
giver of all spiritual assistance and blessing. God 
appeared more and more worthy of supreme adora- 
tion ; the God to whom, as the grand cause of all, 
all things must have a determinate tendency. Thus 
the Almighty increased in me an ardent desire for 
a consciousness of my dependence and of my corrupt 
nature ; that in every instance, in all my concerns, 
whether greater or smaller, temporal or spiritual, I 
may ever repair to Jesus Christ, in whom dwelleth 
all the fulness of the godhead bodily ; that I may 
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abide in Christ, ^without whom I can do nothing, 
and by whom I can do all things ; that I may no 
longer seek my own private good and comfinrt, but 
prefer the glory of my God and Saviour to all other 
considerationB ; that my enquiry henceforward may 
be, not what do I deserve, but what doth God's 
^ory demand ? What doth the dying love of Christ 
require at my hands ?' 

^Such is die spirit of my Dutch ftiend, accompa- 
nied wtdi the strongest expressions of humiliation, 
self-abasement, and unworthiness. He adds, that 
though his family was reduced to poverty before he 
left HoDand, he has enough at the Cape for himself 
and to impart to others ; and that he has married 
an amiable and suitable wife. My best wishes at- 
tend you and Mr. D. with Miss Jane. 

«I am 

^^ Your sincere and afiectionate friend and servant, 

^* Jno. Newton." 

During the period of this correspondence, she 
was variously occupied with the duties and pleasures 
of the sphere in which providence had called her to 
move. The poor who surrounded her found in her 
a generous friend, and her great aim was to be use- 
flil to aD with whom she was connected. Favoured 
wkh many temporal blessings, she was called also to 
partake of trials, in common with those who forsake 
the pleasures of the world, and seek their highest 
ei^oyments in preparation for a state of unmingled 
joy. The removal of Mr. Burder, to whose minis- 
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try she had become warmly attached, was a source 
of unfeigned regret to her mind. She mourned his 
departure in proportion as he had been the instru- 
ment of conveying nourishment to her soul ; and 
most sffeotionate were the petitions she presented 
for his enlnrged usefiilness in the church of Christ. 
How graciously those petitions were answered, will be 
testified in that great day when many shall come from 
the distant nations of the earth and glorify God for 
the labours of the London Missionary Society ; an 
institution which from its infancy enjoyed the pecu* 
liar regard of her pastor and friend.— It was her 
happiness in all circumstances to realize the presence 
of God. After a journey she took with her hus- 
band into Yorkshire, after some reflections on the 
comfort she had enjoyed in the society of the pe<^le 
of God, she makes the following remarks : 

** April, 1786. — How like unto a journey is 
human life. Sometimes the prospects are pleasing ; 
at other times the roads are rough, and one grows 
weary ; sometimes society is delightful : but it must 
be left, and new scenes engross our attention. Thus 
it is in travelling through this world. Oh ! to be 
prq>ared for that solemn hour, when we must leave 
all that is pleasing and delightful, as well as all our 
trials, and go into an unknown, untried state. How 
desiraUe to realize these truths, by keeping tbem 
constantly in mind, and by preparing daily f<» a 
Messed departure into the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.'*' 
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About this time she received the following ani^ 
mating epistle from her revered friend Mr. Newton: 

" In this life the best will always be deficient ; but 
a measure of the submission to the will of God you 
speak of, would, I believe, be more frequent, if it 
were more sought. Many seem scarcely to aim at 
it. They can tell of his wisdom and goodness, while 
he pleases them ; but if he crosses their wishes, in 
one instance, they overlook all the rest and think 
themselves ill used. I endeavour to represent it to 
myself and others, that a murmuring, complaining 
spirit in those who know the Lord, is greater wick- 
edness, than the outward abominations of those who 
know him not. These sin ignorantly compared 
with the others, who allow themselves in wilftj 
rebellion. I know the flesh will feel, and I know 
the corrupt nature will work ; but if I mean what 
I say when I confess myself a sinner, I confess that 
every thing short of hell is an undeserved mercy. 
Besides, it is the very balm of life to admire the 
Lord^s condescension in managing for us ; and if 
all our concerns are in the hands of Infinite Wisdom 
and Covenant Love, how could they be better con- 
ducted ? Yet it is fit that we should know, that 
these truths which we profess to believe, are as they 
lie in the book, like candles in a box : they will not 
dispel our darkness, though we know them, till 
they are lighted up. A constant dependence on the 
Holy Spirit is necessary to profit by them. And 
I believe they who desire to walk humbly with God 



OF MBS. DAWSOK. 113 

and call upon him in the day of trouble, will find 
his promise fulfilled of grace to help in time of need. 
But if we indeed wish for resignation to his will, we 
must be content to learn it, as others have done, in 
the school of the cross, rather than by finding all ' 

things go on to our mind I am a friend to 

philanthrophy and benevolence; I could wish to 
perform every kind and benevolent ofHce in my 
power ; but I cannot see the necessity or expedience 
of forming intimacies with those who are not reli- 
gious.* I know not, but your decent respectable 
pec^le, who are worldly, are the most dangerous and 
ensnaring company bdievers can have. If they were 
Axkt up with unbelievers and infidels, they would 
be -shocked and disgusted, and therefore upon their 
guard : but the converse of the othars is insinuating. 
We are influenced by the leaven of their spirit be- 
fore we are aware ; we should be cautious of letting 
the world suppose, that notwithsttading the fine 
things we say of the Gospel and communion with 
Grody we cannot do without coming down upon their 
ground, and b^ging their help to fill up our time. 
Shall we say to them, like the foolish virgins, ^ give 
us of your oil, for our lamps are gone out ?^ The 
Lord forbid 1... 

^^I could fill my paper about Miss More, but shall 
only say that her grace, humility, and zeal are as 
much above the common standard, as her genius 
and elegance. Few ministers equal her in diligence, 
or exceed her in usefulness. She Ijas instituted so 
many schools of industry which she visits in rota- 

I 
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tipn, that she has more than a thousand .dnldren" 
under her instruction and inspection. She has dif- 
fused industry and good order through a lai^ part 
of the county of Somerset, amongst a people who 
were ignorant, idle, wretched, and profligate to the 
extreme. Her youngest sister, Miss Martha, is her 
auxiliary and aid-de-camp. They are both very 
delicate in constitution, often ill, but seldom so both 
together. Yet they traverse the mountains in all 
directions ; their diocese taking in a space of at least 
twenty miles in diameter. They are protected by : 
their character and their sex, in doing what I am 
persuaded no man would be su£Pered long with im- 
punity to attempt. They are public blessings, and 
the Lord greatly prospers them. 

" My love and blessing to my young friends J. and 
S. — May the Lord bless them, and bless your en- 
deavours to bring them up for him. Depend upon 
him for strength and wisdom suited to your day, 
and you shall not be disappointed 

^^ If it be right with us at the end> it must be right 
with us by the way. We need fear nothing but 
wilful sin and disobedience. There is not one of 
the many natural evils, with which sin has .tilled the 
world, from which the most devoted and excellent 
believers are exempted by promise; because none 
of these things can eventually hurt them. They 
are appointed like soldiers in an army, to different 
parts and services. Some perhaps suffer more than 
pthers ; but none can suffer too much for him, who 
sweat great drops of blood and died upon the cross 
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for them. I rejoice in the goodness of God to you, 
and pray the Lord to bless the little boy and all 
your children. May they all be numbered with the 

lambs of the great Shepherd 

*^ I thank you for taking the trouble of transcrib- 
ing the sermon for me. It is sensible and ingenious. 
I remember the time when it would have pleased me 
better than at present. I am an old sinner ; and 
writings to suit my taste must have more of what 
the brethren call, the sinner-like spirit : and a more 
distinct and explicit reference to the Saviour of sin- 
ners, than I can find in Mr. — ^^s. He thinks the 
season of inexperience and passion may have passed 
with innocence. I believe that we all go astray 
firom the womb ; that foolishness is bound up in the 
heart of a child. A sermon in which every part has 
not a tendency to prove and illustrate our ruined 
state by sin, and the character and grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of him who died to wash us from 
our sins in his own blood, may be pretty; but to me^ 
it is no more than a pretty declamation, and I can- 
not feed upon it. I may admire the handsome fox-r 
hiture and finishing of a telescope ; but if the glasses 
are wanting, it will not help my sight.— I hope to 
live my appointed time with patience and thankful- 
ness, but I would not wish to live always ; chiefly 
for two reasons : first, I am almost weary of inward 
warfare, and I long for peace. The Lord has given 
me to will, but how to perform that which is good, 
I find not. My best services are defective and pol- 
luted ; my sins of omission, (in defiance of my better 
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judgment) are innumerable ; vile and evil thoughts 
continually arise from my heart, hke smoke from 
a furnace- This is my grief; and for a seasou 
I must bear it, but I am glad I must not bear it 
always. Secondly, I trust my heart is devoted to 
Jesus, though unseen ; but were I to live always 
here, I should never see him. The veils of flesh 
and unbelief hide him from my sight. Were it 
not for the faint and transient glances I catch of him 
by the Scripture, I could not live comfortably here 
for a single day ; for abstracted fi^m him, I can gee 
nothing that is worth looking at- But who that has 
seen him by faith, can help lon^g to see him as he 
is ? Tastes of the water of life by the way are plea- 
sant; but I would not live always, because I shall 
never be satisfied, till I am admitted to drink full 
draughts of bliss at the fountain-head. Then I 
shall thirst no more. I hope my reasons for not 
wishiflg to hve always, accord with yours; were it 
not for these, I might be well content to live here 
(if things continued as they are,) for a thousand 
years. For though it is but a poor world, I think 
I have the very best of it. For through the Lord's 
favour, I enjoy perfect health, a competent provi- 
sion, many friends, ability, comfort, acceptance, and 
I trust some usefulness as a minister, The lines 
are fallen to me in pleasant places upon earth ; but 
earth is not heaven. Tlie removal of my chief 
earthly comfort, which I miss little less sensibly than 
I did the first week, docs indeed cast a damp and a 
shade upon the glow of the world, so that no visible 
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object appears to me quite as it did when she was 
with me ; yet I should be ashamed to say, chiefly 
finr her sake, I would not live always. The Lord is 
all-sufficient and gracious, and he enables me to go on 
comfortably without her. The best of creatures are 
but as tapers ; mine is extinguished. But tapers 
are not necessary, when daylight is afforded. I bless 
the Lord, I am not left in the dark ; but I long to 
see the Sun shmii^ in his full strength, in all his 
{^ory, and all his love ; and therefore I would not 
liye always. It is doubtless not a small, though a 
subordinate check to the desire of living always 
hefCy that when I go hence, I hope to see her again; 
to meet her to part no more ; and that we shall 
stand together before his throne, with one heart and 
mind, to love and praise and wonder for ever. Let 
us pray for each other, my dear friend, that the 
nearer we approach to the end of our journey, the 
more powerfully we may feel the attractive force of 
the heavenly Magnet. John xii. 8S. Nothing but 
csmmumcations and influences from him can sup- 
port and cheer us in the hour of trouble, or in the 
day of deatli ; nor indeed allow us to enjoy prosper- 
iPf with a true relish. May shadows never draw off 
our attention from substance. What are mere de- 
scriptive, moral paintixigs, when compared with the 
word of spirit and life ? Place before a hungry 
man, a beautiful china dish, but empty ; and a 
wooden platter, filled with good food ; you will soon 
see to which his appetite gives the preference. I 
would rather hear an illiterate preacher with all his 
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blunders, if he deliver from a warm heart, the plain 
truths of the Gospel, than the most elaborate preach- 
er,' whose manner is more engaging than his subject. 
" I believe my last was written before we went to 
Cambridge. There we saw many good ministers 
and people. I tried to preach some good sermons ; 
and, as I hope, I spoke the truth in love, so far at 
least the sermons were good, though mine. We had 
a pleasant tour of five weeks, and found all well on 
our return home. Through the Lord'^s goodness it 
is, that our households are preserved in health and 
peace. May his blessing be with you, whether 
abroad or at home. 

" I am always 
« Your afiFectionate and obliged, 

" J NO. Newton.*" 

From the same. 

« Oct. 25, 1794. 
^^ It is easy to talk of contentment, when we are 
well clothed, well fed, with money in our pockets, and 
kind friends about us. I am often ashamed to tell 
my poor afflicted people, they ought to be contented. 
It is indeed a truth, but it seems to sound awkw:arcl- 
ly out of my mouth, when I speak to them; I am 
afraid they will reply, we could say as you do, if 
your soul were in our souls'* stead. And yet, poor 
and afflicted as they are, I can see many of them 
are really content, perhaps more so than myself. I 
perhaps am fittest for a teacher, but I think they 
have learnt most. ...I know no cure for the ingrati- 
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tude you speak of in this life. But death, which 
will free us from all sin and sorrow, will be the death 
of this evil likewise. Looking to the cross, is the 
best palliatiye remedy I am acquainted with. I send 
you a hymn upon the subject I preached on at Nor- 
thamptoi}. 

CONTENTMENT. 

Fierce passions discompose the mind, 

As tempests vex the sea ; 
But calm content and peace we find, 

When, Lord, we come to thee. 

In vain by reason and by rule. 

We try to bend the will ; 
For none but in the SAviour*s school, 

Can learn the heavenly skill. 

Since at his feet my soul has sat, 

His gracious words to hear ; 
Contented with my present state, 

I cast on him my care. 

'' Art thou sinner, soul ?*' he said.; 

*^ Then how canst thou complain ? 
How light thy trouble here, if weigh*d 

With everlasting pain. 

If thou of murmuring wouldst be cur*d. 

Compare thy griefs with mine ; 
' Think what my love to thee endurM, 
And thou wilt not repine. 
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'Tis I appoint thy dally I(y^ 

And 1 do all things weil ; 
Thmi loon shalt leave this wretched spot. 

And rise with me to dwelL 

In life my graee shall strength supply, 

ProportionM to thy day ; 
At death thou still shalt find me nigh, 

Tu^wipe thy tears away.** 

I 

Thus I, who once my wretched days 

In vain repinings spent, 
Taught in my Saviour's school of grace. 

Have learnt to be content. 



In this Chrisdan grace, none ever shone more 
conspicuously than the subject of this memoir. Like 
Mary she sat at her SaviourV feet, waiting patiently 
for every mercy, and deeming no care too trivial to 
cast upon him, who notices the falling sparrow. 
Occupation attendant on an increasing fiunily did 
not allow her so much leisure for writing, but she 
still found frequent opportunities of recording the 
goodness of God towards her in the vicissitudes of 
Ufe. The cheerful light in which she always endea- 
voiured to view every rdative duty caUed forth a con- 
tinual regard for, and gratitude to a superintending 
providence. On one occasion she thus writes : 

^^ I cannot pass over the anniversary (rf^ my birth, 
without acknowledging the goodness of God for the 
special mercies of this year : above all for that in- 
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crease of mutual ajBectioii between my dear Mr. D. 
and myself, which I value as the greatest earthfy 
blessing a gracious Gk)d can bestow. I hope we are 
walking heavenward amid the choicest pleasures and 
trials that are blended in our lot. I have lately read 
Mr. FlaveFs ^ Saint indeed,^ which by the blessing 
of Crod, I found useful to me, being mixed with 
earnest prayer. Also some of Mr. Romaine^s ^ Walk 
of Faith.** He describes the Christian as bearing 
the cross in a manner worthy of imitation. My 
readmg now, is not for entertainment, but improve- 
ment. May a gracious God sanctify every provi- 
dence, every experience, and every method of in- 
struction, that I may, though &int, pursue, looking 
out of myself to Jesus, who is able to prevail over 
every enemy. ^ The Lord is a God of knowledge, and 
by him actions are weighed,^ are words not inapf^fc^ 
aUe to me. Oh that every a^iearence of providence 
may lead me to a more simple trust up(m it, for 
every comfit and event of life, believing that there 
is a wise dispensation in every thing that befalleth 
me. I have been reading a part of Dr. Guyses^ 
^ Para^urase of the Evangelists.'* Surely if we lived 
more in the contemplation of this amazing history 
we should feel more divested of a thousand trifling 
cares, which too often render us unfit for the service 
of God. Indeed I doubt not, but he who knoweth 
our frame and every feeling, will order eveiy thing 

suitable for me 

" I would record the goodness of God in preserv- 
ing or restoring to health during the past year. We 
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have devoted our dear infant to the Lord in bap- 
tism- May the Lord accept the oifering, and enable 
ua to train up our dear children for him. With 
tears of joyful gratitude do I commit them to thee. 
Oh accept the gift, and order them by thy infinite 
wisdom and mercy. 

" Feb, 13. This being the anniversary of a day 
never to be forgotten by me, that on which my dear 
and honoured father committed his departing spirit 
into the hands of his dear Redeemer, I devote a 
moment to the recollection of that solemn, yet pleas- 
ing event ; remembering with much pleasure the 
lively faith which made his last moments so joyful 
and happy. With what raptures did he dwell upon 
the name of Jesus his God and Saviour! How 
earnestly did he recommend to his family to keep 
close to Him ; and also to two ministers, who have 
both since followed him to glory. Mr. Romaine, 
who died in that faith which he bad so many years 
preached to others, in that faith which my dear 
father intreated him to continue to preach. What 
a joyful meeting will those saints have in glory. 
His last words to me were ; ' the Lord be with you,' 
and I trust this short petition has hitherto been 
answered. 

" I have to be thankful that Mr. D. has frequent- 
ly been able to attend public worship. I had also 
the pleasure of hearing yesterday from my dear 
mother, who is now in her seventieth year. I have 
.been reading the life of Mr. Philip Henry, a book 
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which I have prayed, rejoiced and wept over. What 
'an instance of the blessing God puts upon those 
who honour him in their families by a diligent teach- 
ing of them the Holy Scriptures. I comfort mys^ 
with these reflections ; the same Lord is. over all, 
and is rich in mercy to all who call upon him. Thiere 
is the same strength in tTesus Christ for the meanest 
believer. May I at humble distance tread in the 
same steps of this great and good man. Some time 
after the settlement of his family, he says, ^ and now 
we are alone again, as we were at our beginning. 
We are now left as we were, one and one and yet 
but one.' Never were the pains of an excellent 
father more rewarded by God^s goodness, than Mr. 
Henry's in his son ; and his writings were indeed a 
treasure to the world and to the church. His life is 
my favourite book next the Bible."" 

Ever anxious to promote the welfare of the young, 
though a modest diffidence withheld her from ap- 
pearing in public, she would often suggest plans to 
others in whom she perceived a talent for usefulness, 
and amongst the number of her correspondents, she 
particularly valued the instructive pen of her esteem- 
ed friend Lindley Murray, whose literary qualifica- 
tions have rendered him so eminently useful through- 
out the world. The follpwing epistle in answer to 
some of her remarks is di||^ inserted. 

" The letter which I lately received from the 
respectable person whom I am now addressing, de- 
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nuiuk mj oordia) acknowledgments. The approbft- 
tioD of mj' writings in the Engligh language and of 
my endesvoui to promote piety and virtue in the 
minds of the rising generation, expressed by a per- 
son whose letter demonstrates her to be a competent 
judge of both, could not fail to afford me a very 
lively satisfaction. The hope that my labours would 
be approved by sucb minds, was one great stimulus 
to their exertion : and now constitutes no incondder- 
■ble part of the reward. I have considered the 
subject that has been so flatteringly proposed to me, 
with deference and attcndon ; but though I cannot 
venture to say, that I must wholly decline it, I may 
observe, that I am at present engaged in [tieparing 
materials for several new works, which with the al- 
most constant revisal and correction of former pub- 
hcations, will, for a long time, put it out of my 
power to publish a collection of letters in the French 
Isngu^e. I think that such a work would be very 
useiul; and the more so, as publicstionB of this 
nature, too often abound either with very firivolous 
OT very pernicious matter. I am inclmed to think, 
that ' Instructions for reading the French language 
with propriety and elegance,'' would not be very 
materially different from those which are ^ven to 
assbt the learner to read EngUsh with accuracy- 
The general principles and directions appear to ap- 
ply equally to both languages. In place of pro- 
nunciation and accentuation, they are indeed very 
different. In the ' Lecteur Francois' I have copious- 
ly accented the vowels, agreeably to the best rule 
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ihe last edition of the French Academy's Dictionary : 
and this will v^ nmch assist the learner in attaining^ 
an accurate pronunciation. The rules of accenting 
and pronouncing this language are so perplexed, so 
full of exceptions, and so lurbitrary, that (where 
living examples are wanted) I believe they will be 
best acquired by attention to the most approved 
grammars, and to the French Academy's Dictionary. 
I am at j^sent ^igaged in f<nrming an additional 
diaptar of promiscuous exercises to the fifth part of 
the volume of English Exerdses. Such a chapter 
aeemed to be necessary to complete the plan of the 
work. The new edition, (the seventh,) will be 
printed in about two months, and I particularly wish 
it WMf meet the approbation of the person to wh(Mn 
I write ; and who has peculiarly gratified me by her 
obliging expressions of her satisfaction in the work. 

^^ I am, with great respect, 
^^ Her sincere and obliged friend, 

" LiKOLEY MUBBAY.'* 

She had been in the habit of remembering two 
anniversaries, always noting th^n with peculiar in^ 
t^rest; those of her birth and marriage. They 
seemed as mememtos of the time she had already 
nm; or, as an excellent author observes, ^^they 
stand like pyramids in the great plain of time; re- 
mote, yet still distinct, and shew us how {ax we have 
imperceptibly journeyed.'' Though naturally grave, 
she was undnctured with gloom ; and no apprehen- 
sion entered her mind of the approaching event. 



1S6 LIFE AMD VSITINCS 

which was to introduce, as it were, a new period id 
the terra of her earthly career- We have brought 
this memoir down to the year 1804 ; a time when 
it pleaecd God to prove himEelf to her in a more 
especial manner a strength and refuge in the day of 
trouble. She remarks in the be^nning of that year ; 
" let me not be discouraged, but rather encouiaged 
that the Lord will continue his goodness to me and 
mine. This day twenty-six years ago, was the last 
sacramental opportunity that iny dear father enjoyed 
on earth ; very dear is his memory to me at thig 
distance of time. I earnestly entreated that his God 
might continue to be my God, and the God of my 
husband, and dear children who are now fast growing 
up ; that he would particularly grant us wisdom to 
order every concern respecting them, particularly as 
to their education, which now calls for our immediate 
attention." 

While thus earnest with God for her family, she 
did not forget that he is an unchangeable God and 
does what he will with his own. She had resigned 
all her concerns to him and the favours she had re- 
ceived from his hand, were to be valued by a hum- 
ble and holy resignation to hiy will. And here we 
remark, if aiHictions, for a season, overwhelm the 
fairest Christian, yet religion is the only true source 
of peace and joy to the mind. Will the promises of 
God fail ? No — he has assured his people (Isaiah 
(Uv. X.) " the mountains may depart and the hills be 
removed, but my kindness shall not depart from 
thee, neither shall the covenant of ray peace be re- 
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moved, saith the Lord, that hath mercy upon tbee*^ 
If they have to pass through much tribulation, and 
th^nigh clouds and darkness be about them, they, 
shall come out of the furnace as gold, well purified, 
giving ^ory to God and magnifying him as their. 
Redeemer and Guide, as one who is engaged to 
plead th^ir. cause ; and while they believe that 
Arough tribulation they must enter the kingdom, 
they are persuaded that the prospect of that kix)g- 
dom . can transfer pleasure even throi:^h the most 
painful steps of their journey. The continuation^ of. 
her da&y is not dated till June 3d,>1804. 

*^ Alas ! where and what am I ? what a change has- 
taken place in my house, since the lastmemoran-r 
dum I made ! I am alone ; a desolate widow : how 
unexpected ! Oh Lord, thou hast done it, and what, 
shall I say ? I know I ought to be dumb, and not^ 
open my mouth. But how can I refrain ? A slight 
affiur, and such as had frequently yielded to easy 
management, has been permitted to take another 
turn, and to deprive me of my very dear husband. 
Mr. D. had been troubled in the banning of April 
with a swellkg and inflammation in his eye, which, 
though troublesome, yielded to medical care ; and on 
Monday the 23rd, he rode out on horseback ; but it 
was for the last time. On Thursday the 26th, he 
was attacked with a shivering fit attended with pain 
in his back and side for the two following days. On. 
Saturday, he came down stairs, ate some dinner, but 
was again attacked with sickness, on IV^onday even* 
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iag, Ida face was fomented, but the dreadful erysi- 
pelas made large advances to that state, which soon 
terminated his existence. I gave vent tu my sorrow 
according to my own feelings, wliich no one could 
hear but God — he by whom every groan is heard, 
and every tear is noticed. My dear deceased, though 
he had hved a retired life, was respected by many 
persons, who on account of difiereace in religious 
opinions, and afflictions, had not been very intimate. 
Persons whose amiable characters {and one whose 
inclination to reli^on had been much strengthened' 
by some religious books I had lent her) particularly .j 
endeared them to me in this hour of trial, were with 
me all the time, and every thing was ordered accord- 
ing to my wishes. On the Sabbath of May 20th, a 
very appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Mr. Charrier from 1 Cor. ii. 9- ' Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God bath prepared for them that 
love him.' This passage I recollect .to have been 
expatiated upon by my dear deceased friend in a 
manner which gave me peculiar pleasure, and seemed 
calculated to gUd the humiliation of the tomb. In 
this discourse Mr. C. eaya, our departed friend was 
a firm believer in that Gospel which manifests the 
love of God to fallen man, and teaches upon what 
principles man can love God. When he spoke of 
the great and important subjects of religion, it was 
always the language of one who loved and venerated 
the sacred Scriptures, and had made them his com- 
panion and the subject of his daily prayers. I am 
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persuaded he often experienced what the Psalmist 
wrote (PsaJm 119, 49, 50, 92,) and his hopes of par- 
don and salvation were built upon him, who is able to 
save to the uttermost all who come unto God by him. 
" It is best not to dwell upon things which might 
only distress me. If no event happen without the 
especial permission of God, surely such an one as 
this could not. That he had an anticipation of this 
event, seems evident from the passages in his marked 
Bible. 2 Chron. xxxv. 23, 24. Below which is 
written, *8ay ye unto the righteous, it shall be well 
with him.^ As to myself, I have reason to be thank- 
ful that I have been so much supported as I have 
been. My dear relatives have all sent me testimo- 
nies of their sympathy, with expressions of their best 
wishes to serve me. I have nothing to rely upon 
now but the simple promise of God's word, which 
assures his sorrowing people, that he will be a hus- 
band to the widow, and a father to the fatherless. 
I feel sometimes in a thorny maze, not knowing 
what to do ; but, oh Lord, enable me to cast all my 
eares upon thee. Help me to believe thou carest 
for me, and then I shall not fear. Lord, thou hast 
said, leave thy fatherless children and I will preserve 
them alive ; that is, not barely keep them alive, but 
wilf frtmish them with such things as shall make 
their lives comfortable and happy. Oh that I may 
be directed in my daily course to use such means as 
shall contribute to their well-being. Now is the 
time to try the truth of those great and precious 
promises, which declare that God will be the hus- 

K 
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band of the widow and a father of the fatherless ; 
that when we pass through the fire, he will be with 
us, and through the floods, they shall not overflow 
us. In an especial manner am I called to acknow* 
ledge him in all my ways : oh that he may fulfil his 
promise, and direct my paths. 

^< December 30th. I have been to the house of 
God today, and heard an excellent sermon firom 
Psalm ci. 1. ^ I will sing of mercy and judgment, 
unto thee, oh Lord, will I sing f suitable to the close 
of a year, which has been marked with the latter, 
though not destitute of the former. Oh that I may 
really say to the God of my life, ^ thou shalt guide 
me by thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to thy 
glory.'' I know that he can compensate f(ur the loss 
of every earthly relative, and that he can be a fa- 
ther to my dear children. I have reason to sing of 
mercy in restoring me to health, in giving me sup- 
port undar trouble, and in directing me to particular 
means of good by the perusal of some excellent 
writings : the sermons of that pious and amiable 
man Dr. Home, with which I have been much de- 
lighted, and one by the excellent Dr. Bates, on the 
great duty of resignation, in which every thing is 
said that can be said on that interesting subject. 
May I order my affairs with discretion, and may 
the path of providence open to my view, and the 
Lord be my support, my guide, and deliverer. And 
while my departed firiend is realizing all the blessed- 
ness of a better state, may I be led in a path which 
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shall end in complete and everlasting happiness; 
and in due time join his happy spirit, in the world 
where sin and sorrow can never enter. May my 
ears hear a voice behind me saying, ' this is the way, 
walk ye in it ;^ and let me consider the transactiims 
of each day, as preparatives of that day, when all 
these lower concerns shall }deld to others of the high- 
est and most important nature ; when these painftil 
things shall be done away ; when we shall meet the 
Xrord in the air, and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.'' 

Some tioie after this heavy dispensation, she be- 
came deeply interested for a person who had been 
particularly attentive to her in the time of trial, md 
who herself came into deep affliction from the anti- 
cipation of the loss of her only daughter* This 
interesting young female in the bloom of youth, was 
the last, the only remaining solace of her widowed 
mother ; and aflter a long and painM illness, yielded 
to the inevitable stroke of death. She could not 
stand a mute spectator ; but laboured with much 
anxiety to point out to them the way of salvation by 
Christ Jesus. The endeavour was not without a 
blessing ; and the result yielded much consolation ; 
for she Bad reason to believe that praying breath 
was not spent in vain. Part of her correspondence 
is here inserted, with the hope that it may prove an 
animating source of instruction to the reader. 
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" May 9, 1805. 

" MV DEAH Mhs. B , 

" I begin this letter on the anniversary of a 
nlemii day, or rather of a night in which you so 
kindly shared my grief. I have been engaged in 
thinking on the mournful scene that took place on 
that day ; and while I have felt much from recol- 
lection, I have thought of you also, and your pre- 
sent trial .- and if it were the will of God, I could 
sincerely wish that you might be spared feeling it 
in its greatest degree of severity. Jlay he give you 
all the comfort necessary to support your mind, 
under the fear of the affliction which you at present 
feel in a degree ; or if he see fit to permit it, may it 
be entirely sanctified for the great purpose of com- 
pletely fitting you for a glorious and happy state in 
the heavenly world. \\hat is this poor dying 
state? 'Tis vanity, completely so ; and as such, 
calls for our attention to those invisible reahties 
which should claim a large portion of our thoughts 
while we are in this world : for what are life and time 
given us.' To prepare for a never-ending eternity ! 
And shall we neglect this great concern ? Shall we 
trifle away these precious moments which are irre- 
coverably gone, when time and health are gone ? 
And how are we to prepare? I know but of one 
way, which I think to be this — to take the Holy 
Scriptures as our guide in this infinite concern, and 
to pray to God to make us understand the true 
meaning. This he can do two ways : 1. by send- 
ing conviction into the mind, in answer to prayer. 
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This is often the case, where a person is desirous of 
knowing the truth ; but are not the usual methods 
of instruction those of pious ministers and friends 
who are able to assist in this momentous point? 
The story of Philip and the great man under Can- 
dace, Queen of Ethiopia, in the eighth chapter of 
the Acts, is a striking example of this. He was 
reading the Scriptures when Philip said ; ^ under- 
standest thou what thou readest,^ and he answered, 
*how can I, except some one guide me?^ What 
follows informs us that this person, through Philip's 
instruction, became a real believer in Jesus Christ. 
He had not this advantage in his own country, but 
being well employed in endeavouring to find out 
the meaning of the Scriptures, God sent him an in- 
structor out of the common way. Sometimes God 
Almighty himself condescends to be the instructor 
by fixing upon the mind some particular part of the 
Scripture with a force and power not to be withstood ; 
and when we are informed from the Holy Bible, 
that 'cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things written in the book of the law to do them ;^ 
(Gal. iii. 10.) that ^he that ofFendeth in one point is 
guilty of all C And God follows those truths with 
conviction upon the mind, so that it knows not 
where to fly for comfort, and wants a sure foundation 
to build an evedasting hope upon ; then it is pre- 
pared to reccovii^ the welcome tidings of a Saviour 
ocmveyed in such cheering words as these, ^ he that 
bdieveth on me hath everlasting life.^ ^ Believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.^ 
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* God 80 loved the world, that he gave his only-be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth m hun, should 
not perish, but have everlastmg life.*^ ^ Hun that 
Cometh to me, I will in nowise cast out.^ Such 
scriptures as these, accompanied with that convic- . 
tion I speak of, bring as much comfort to an anx- 
ious mind as bread to the hungry, and water to the 
thirsty, cordials to the fainting, rest to the weary : 
indeed, every thing conveyed in the idea of joy to 
the sorrowftil, in whatever way you can state it. 
But the sorrow must be felt before we want the joy. 
There must be a waimd before there can be beam- 
ing; and this I think is the great leadmg point in 
real religion ; first to know our danger ; then shall 
we prize the means of safety. And this knowledge is 
only to be had by reading the Bible and praying to 
God. All other knowledge and all other books are 
nothing compared with this. At least all other 
books are only to be valued as they are grounded 
upon this blessed book. How happy they who feel 
these truths influence their whole soub ! Thev are 
ready to depart, and leave a perishing world when- 
ever it shall please God to call, whether in the 
morning of life, the noontide or evening. On the 
other hand, if we are ignorant of these prime truths 
of religion, how unfit to stand before the judgment^ 
seat of Christ ! What hope of future bap{nnes8 can 
we entertain, if not founded on scriptural grounds. 
The common language of some is, • I do not think 
I am so bad as many. I never did any wrong wil- 
fully, and God will be merciful.' But these are 
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mistaken ideas. All have sinned ; and all must be 
saved, not by their own goodness, be it little or 
much, but by the free grace of God given to them. 
They have only to ask in faith, and it shall be given 
to them ; * to seek the Lord while he may be found ; 
and to call upon him while he is neat.'* Some hymns 
in Dr. Watts' excellent book, I will just refer to, 
which particularly apply to these subjects : the 
hymns 20, 111, and 115 in the first book, and 
the 103 and 104 in the second book. There 
are also many excellent ones on death and the re- 
surrection. When once the mind comes to tak^ 
pleasure in these things, they appear very delight- 
All. The third book contains hymns used at the 
sacminent, being chiefly on the death and sufferings 
of Christ, and are all beautiful. The Psalms also 
are excellent. Indeed I believe these compositions, 
next the Bible, have been prized by religious per- 
sons. Many have gone to Heaven singing them 
with their last breath ; and if the words of good men 
on earth are used by the blessed inhabitants of 
another world, I doubt not but these sweet Hymns 
are sung by them, perhaps accompanied by the 
music of their Golden Harps, as described by our 
grand Poet Milton, in these beautiful lines — 

*■ Then crown'd a^n, their golden harps they took, 
' Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their side, 
' Like qoivers hung ; and mth preamble sweet 
* Of charming symphony, they introduce 
*■ Their sacred song, and waken rapture high. 
^ No voice exempt, no voice but well could join 
' Melodious part : such music is in Heav'n.*— - 
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*^ And oh how desirable to have a well-grounded 
hope that we shall join this happy number. How 
trifling does every earthly concern appear, when 
compared with this hope. And this we may possess; 
if we seek it with our whole heart. Let us then go 
to God by prayer, confessing our sins, and earnestly 
entreating the full and free pardon of them in and 
through the mediation of Jesus the Saviour ; trust- 
ing m and pleading the aU-sufficient merits of his 
holy life and his death and sufierings. This is the 
only way to obtain pardon of sin, peace of conscience, 
comfort in life, support under trials, and a blessed 
hope in death, that shall out-weigh all the darkness 
of sin, and the necessary attendant of it, death and 
the grave. ^Tis this that takes away the sting of 
death, and snatches victory from the grave. 'Tis 
this that makes the weakest Christian more than 
conqueror over every difficulty, whether of life or 
death. '^Tis this that opens the kingdom of heaven to 
all believers. I write this, my dear friend, wishing 
to direct your views and encourage your hopes 
respecting what I doubt not appears to you of dour 
ble importance in a season of trial. I will send Mr. 
Hervey^s letters, which, in language superior to any 
I can use, will more frilly express the best of senti- 
ments; and would also recommend a sermon of 
Mr. Romaine^s, which you have, on the death of 
Mr. Jones. I sincerely pray that if it were the 
will of God, dear Miss B. might be restored to 
health. However, if the heavenly truths I have 
mentioned are felt in her heart, whatever be the 
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determination of God Almighty, she will be happy, 
and what can we desire more? This is a poor empty 
perishing world, filled with sin and its consequences. 
To desire life that we may serve God in our day, is 
not improper ; but a Christian sees so much evU 
mixed with little good, that it often makes him long 
to be at home, to be absent from the body and pre- 
sent with the Lord ; for ' eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man 
the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him.^ How happy are they who are ahready 
arrived at their Father^s house ; and with what a 
share of compassion must they look down upon us 
who are struggling here ; how will they welcome us 
on our arrival at their happy state. Above all, 
with what joy shall we be received by Jesus Christ, 
who came down from heaven, to bleed and die for 
our salvation, and who now lives to make interces- 
sion for us at the right hand of God. What a 
delightftil chapter is the seventeenth of St. John'^s 
Gospel, which contains Christ^s prayer for his disci- 
ples. May you, my dear friend, be enabled to take 
the comfort that is held out in the sacred Scriptures, 
and to find it at hand on every occasion. May God 
be our refrige and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Then shall we not fear even in the darkest 
hour, knowing that the time is short, and that all 
our cares and sorrows shall be rewarded by a hea- 
venly father and never-failing friend. May we all 
be enabled to cast our cares upon the Lord, believ- 
ing that he wiU not forsake us till he has carried ut 
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through all die difficulties of life and the last trials 
whidi he can soften by his compassionate care over us, 
80 as to make it easy and in some cases delightftil. 
With the kindest love to Miss B. and intreating you 
to pardon the length of this letter, 

" I remain 
" Your very affectionate friend, 

"J. Dawson. 

** My dear Friend, 

^* I hare sent you the second volume of the 
Greenland Mission. It is most interesting; and 
though you may not have time or inclination at 
present to read it regularly, some parts of it parti- 
cularly the deaths of some of the first converts, and 
the artless manner in which they e:itpressed them- 
selves when they left the present state, and also the 
way in which the great change was begun, which 
«nded in their conversion, will I think be accepta- 
ble to you as well as your dear daughter. The 
part I have first marked, contains a most beautifiil 
and ample prayer ; and though the phraseology of 
these books is not quite so agreeable to one^s feelings 
as that of Mr. Hervey and other writers of our own 
country, yet as to the point of simple believing on 
the Saviour, I think these poor people excel, as do 
also their teachers in their manner of instructing 
them. Some of their hymns are beautiful. They 
seemed to be most affected by the relation of the 
sufferings of Christ for sinners, which, in connection 
with their sense of the necessity of those sufferings 
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for their salvation as poor wretched sinners, appears 
to be the grand leading truth necessary far their 
change of heart, and did certainly make them happy 
in life and death. 

^' Ye anns of love, onoe pierc*d with nails, 

Outstretch'd upon the wood ; 
Ve hands, out of whose holy wounds 

Did flow th* atoning hlood ; 

How sweetly rests a weary child 

When cnoe embraced by yoa ; 
Let unbdief say what it will, 

'Tis yet for ever true." 



(( 



May the same sweet and precious truths be the 
joy of our hearts at all times and in all situations. 
The second paper is on the death of their first 
convert, and is very beautiful ; and the last gives 
thcf account of their burying their dead. If you 
have[ leisure; I am mistaken if you do not read the 
whole book. May we have the same change wrought 
in us, produced by the work of the Spirit in convic- 
tion of sin and faith in a Saviour, so emin^it in 
these poor creatures. Every day teaches us our 
weakness, which should lead us to depend entirdy 
on the all'Sufiiciency of Grod Almighty to enable us 
to do the least good action or to think a good diought. 
I have been reading the extract-book you sent home. 
There are some passages in the life of Dr. Cotton 
Mather which I admire very much. What an ex- 
cellent character he was. Have you read * Flavel 
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on Providence ?^ There are passages in that book 
which I can read when I can enjoy nothing besides. 
Next to having a good hope for another world, it is 
comfortable to think and believe that all things shall 
work together for good to them that love God, and 
that nothing happens without his express permission : 
that all providences shall help us on to a blessed 
state above, where we shall be satisfied when we 
awake in the likeness of Jesus ; the more difficulties 
we meet with, the sweeter will be our rest at last. 
With these thoughts do I cheer myself, when I feel 
depressed; and I hope my good friend does the same, 
and that she will find daily and increasing strength 
given to persevere in that good way, which leads to 
peace here and glory hereafter. It is late and I 
must now retire, assuring you that 

«I am 

"Yours affectionately 

«J. D.'' 

" My dear Friend, 

** The extreme wetness of the weather mak- 
ing it uncertain when I can see you, I send this to 
thank you for your kind note on Monday. I was 
really affected by the sudden death of poor Mrs. — 
If such an event might be the mesHis of bringing 
any of her gay associates to serious reflection, it 
would be a happy circumstance. But how few look 
beyond this perishing world ! How desirable it is, 
not only to be actually ready, (as good preachers 
and writers describe it) but to be habitually ready 



OF MRS. DAWSON. 141 

for the solemn hour. That is, to be so employed, 
as that we shall have no objection to be found in that 
employment, if it please God to call us while so en- 
gaged. Suppose that I, who have never gone to any 
of what are generally called public entertainments, 
should by the persuasion of others be prevailed upon 
to attend any thing of this kind ; do you think I 
should feel so comfortable at the idea of sudden 
death, or illness while so engaged, as if I were in my 
own house, attending to the regular duties of my 
family, or going to, or returning from public wor- 
ship ? I think you will answer, certainly not. A 
Christian should rather be employed in what he 
knew to be the immediate path of duty, than in any 
thing the real good of which might be doubted. It 
is said in St. Luke, chapter ISth, ^ And ye your- 
selves like unto men which wait for their Lord, when 
he shall return firom the wedding, that when he cometh 
and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.* 
Blessed are those servants whom his Lord when he 
cometh, shall find watching.^ — How much better to 
be in this situation, than to be like one of the fool- 
ish virgins who were slumbering and sleeping when 
the bridegroom came, and when they wanted to be 
admitted could not, because the door was dtut. As 
to the gay world, they are not to be wondered at ; 
for if confinement does not bring to serious thought, 
if they die at the card table, or in the theatre, they 
feel no remorse for indulging in what they call inno-* 
cent pleasure. And yet I think, if they knew the 
day of their death, they would not feel quite uncon- 
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cerned at the c&rd table, theatre, or any other amuse- 
ment. But when things are hid from them, they 
are suffered to gu on iu blinduess to the end. But 
what a transition from these amusements to the 
world of spirits. We can have no idea of it. How 
delightful will another kind of change ; be from sick- 
ness, and pain, and sorrow, to that world of which it 
is said ; ' Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him.' 
If we are of this joyful number, our light affliction, 
' which is but tor a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.' I lately 
had the little work, I send with this, horn London; 
I hope it will afford yon some comfort. It is pub- 
lished by a gentleman whose preaching my mother 
attended some years. I must conclude by wishing 
you an increase of every blessing, and am 

" Your much obliged friend, 

"J. Dawson." 



" My dear Mrs. B — , 

" I again send you a few lines, to assure you 
of my real sympathy with you and your dear daugh- 
ter, in your present severe trial, and to express my 
earnest desire that it may please God to sanctify it 
to you both ; and if this happy end is effected, I 
hope you will both have reason to eay with David 
in the Psalms, ' It is good for me to be afflicted.' 
This desirable end is effected by afflictions letting us 
sep how vain every thing is in this present world ; 
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how unsuitable to the nature of an immortal soul ; 
how little calculated to give ease to the mind when 
labouring imder distress, especially that distress 
caused by a fear of missing eternal happiness. Could 
we be possessed of the riches of the whole world, 
and yet had no well-grounded hope of the pardim 
of sin, and an interest in the sufferings and death of 
the Saviour ; what good would they do us in the 
time of sickness and the hour of death ? All must 
then be left ; and the soul must go to receive an 
everlasting reward of happiness, or be doomed to 
endless woe. What could we do in the prospect of 
this decisive hour, if the Gospel did not open to 
our view a hope, which, if well-grounded, is suS- 
dent to bear us up in the most trying seasons. If I 
diink I am going home to a father's house, I shall 
not feel with so great a weight the troubles of the 
way. But how, says the fearful soul, shall I know 
that I am right and safe in this aU-important con- 
cern ? may I not make some fatal mistake, and so 
be lost for ever ? This thought makes me tremble. 
The possibility of doing so, alarms all my fea», for 
I know that I deserve nothing but the anger of Grod, 
due for my sins. I ought not to expect any mercy, 
did not the promises of the precious word of God 
open a fiospect for the trembling soul. It assures 
me, if I can but believe in the Lord Jesus Chrii^, 
I shall be saved ; that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners ; and that if I desire to be 
saved by him, he wiU pardon and forgiYe my dns, 
clothe me with his robe of righteousness, that I may 
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stand before God in the day of judgment with bold- 1 
ness, and that I shall spend a happy eternity with ] 
him for ever and ever. The rigliteousness of Christ i 
is eompared to a robe, because it is to be considered 
as completely covering our guilty souls, and thereby 
securing them from the anger of God due to sin. 
This is the grand leading truth of the Christian re- 
li^on. Thousands make a mistake in this point, 
and awfiilly deceive themselves. May God keep us 
from doing so ! This truth is inculcated in the 
hymns and other writings I have lent you. May it 
please the Holy Spirit of God to make them com- 
fortable to your mind. And if he teach us, we 
shall find it better than all the teaching of men. 
The sum of the whole is this — I am a sinner and 
deserve the wrath of God for sin. But a Saviour is 
provided. May 1 go to him by prayer, and say ; 
blessed Jesus, save me, or I perish for ever — but 
thou hast promised thou wilt save the most worth- 
less creature that cometh to thee for the pardon of 
sin. Then I shall be holy and happy for ever. — 
These few words spoken from the heart, will reach 
the throne of God ; and bring pardon, peace, and 
con>fort, and heaven at last. It will ensure us an 
interest in all the promises of the Gospel, for this 



! and that which is to come- 



-proroises oi sup- 



port under every trouble, and deliverance out of it. 
There is no case, but there is a promise to Ruit it in 
the Bible. Most sincerely do I wish that you, my 
dear friend, may feel the comfort of those truths in 
an hour of need. I much feel the necessity of aa 
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application of them to my own heart and as mudi 
do I feel my own deficiency in not more diligently 
praying to God to make them efBcacious. That 
God Almighty may suit his comforts to your caseS) 
and support you under all your afflictions, making 
all to end happily for another state, is my sincere 
wish ; and with real affection, and a desire to serve 
you especially in these most interesting concerns, 
I remain 

*' Your very i^mpathizing friend, 
" Sabbath Evening.*" "Jane Dawson.*" 

" My dear Friend, 

" I was extremely obliged by your note this 
evening. I am anxious every day when I do not 
see you, to know how my dear A — goes on. And 
though I could not think of intruding upon you 
yesterday, (as you had several callers,) I scarcely 
knew how to leave the house without seeing you. 
It rejoices me that your dear child is able to con- 
verse upon the most interesting topics, without hurt 
to her spirits. Believe me, my dear friends, though 
attention to the things of this world is necessary 
while we are in it, I believe we can scarcely in a 
time of health, think how trifling many of them ap- 
pear in a time of sickness. May the Lord give you 
faith and patience to hold out to the end. I am 
glad she was so well pleased with the extracts. She 
has set all my family to work ; and I am glad they 
should be so eraploy*ed, hoping that it will have an 
effect upon their own minds which they will never 

L 
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forget. There is nothing like these affecting scenes 
to impress the heart ; they are as a seal to books, 
sermons, and good instructions. If it please God 
to bless them, they are powerful speakers indeed. 
May we all be prepared for this great event. A 
very little time, and how soon shall we follow ! 
Only may we fulfil the duties allotted us, and then 
how sweet the thought to lie down till the body is 
reunited to the happy spirit. But I will not tire 
you with my scrawl, but only add a few plain texts 
of Scripture which I think of most importance to 
my dear child, (for I call your dear girl mine in the 
same sense that St. Paul called Timothy his own 
son in the faith.) If I have been in the least degree 
instrumental to her spiritual good, it will be an ad- 
dition to my happiness here and hereafter. The 
texts include the most material truths of the Gospel, 
and I have added a prayer which I met with, and 
thought suitable to her case. May she find her soul 
composed, trusting in the Lord and believing in 
Christ with her whole heart, relying upon him for 
salvation ; for none are too sinful to be saved by 
him ; if they are but sensible of their need of him, 
and desire to be saved by him, it is all the qualificar- 
tion he requires. And after he has given faith, he 
bestows every grace of his Spirit ; such as love, 
meekness, patience, goodness, long-sufi*ering, gentle- 
ness. These are the fruits of the Spirit, and are 
discernible in the life of a Christian, if life is spared ; 
and if not, after faith has done its work in this state, 
they are perfected in heaven. That this may be 
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the happiness of my dear child, is the wish of her 
most affectionate friend, 

" J. Dawson. 

A Prayef. 

** Oh 'most holy and mercifiil God, permit a pooi* 
weak and helpless creature to approach thy throne^ 
I am a sinner before thee. I have sinned against 
thy holy law ; and according to the declaration of 
thy word, I have deserved thy anger. I have 
merited punishment both in this life and in another. 
But blessed for ever be thy holy name, thou hast 
declared in thy word, that thou hast given thy dear 
Son, who came down from heaven to live upon earth 
as a man of sorrows, and to die a shameful death 
upon the cross, that whoever of the .fallen race 
should believe on him, should have everlasting life. 
As a sinner who has forfeited all claim to heaven 
and happiness, I come upon the warrant of thy 
word, to plead the fulfilment of thy gracious pro- 
mise, which assures me that thou didst give thine 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should have everlasting life. Oh give me this faith, 
so to believe that I may be saved ; that according to 
thy word, my sins may be forgiven, and my soul 
completely clothed in my Saviour's righteousness ; 
that being so adorned, I may stand before thy 
throne, and be numbered with thy saints in glory 
everlasting. Apply by thy Holy Spirit those 
promises which assure me thou wilt save to the ut- 
termost those that come to thee by faith ; that thou 
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wilt take away the stony heart and give a heart of 
flesh ; that thou wilt put thy fear in my heart : and 
as it has pleased thee to afflict me with a long and 
painful sickness, oh may the sickness of the body be 
for the health of the soul. I trust it has weaned 
me from the vanities of time and a vain and wicked 
world, and has turned my desires towards my best 
and eternal interest ; it has made me love thy holy 
word more than any other book ; and has led me to 
fly to thee as my Saviour ; and I earnestly hope 
that it may be the means of my being made thy own 
child ; and as such that I may be carried by angels 
to thy heavenly kingdom. Give me patience to en- 
dure all thou hast allotted me ; and when I have 
done and suflered what thou pleasest, may I be 
taken to live with thee, till my precious soul shall 
be reimited to my poor body, which though now 
frail and dying, shall according to thy promise, be 
raised itgain a glorious body, to live and reign with 
thee for ever and ever. And now into thy hands I 
commit my spirit, which I trust thou hast redeemed, 
oh ! Lord God of truth. Receive it to thy glory, 
to which thou wilt admit all those who die in the 
faith, and who shall shortly follow thine unworthy 
creature to thy everlasting kingdom, never to go any 
more out. Grant these petitions, which I offer up 
in the name of thy dear Son and my adorable JRe- 
deemer. Amen.** 
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" My DEAR Friend, 

" I have enclosed three pieces of poetry which 
I thought suitable to our dear girl, if she can bear 
to hear them, from the excellent Dr. Watts — a 
man whose spirit seemed to be in heaven, before it 
was released from earth. How delightful it must be 
to spend an eternity in such society. Though the 
Christian chiefly expects his happiness to be derived 
from God himself, yet, from our nature being com- 
posed of flesh and spirit, we are apt to be equally 
pleased with the idea of meeting with excellent 
characters whom we have known on earth — those 
whose writings have profited and delighted us, but 
more especially those whose society and friendship 
have been our joy. And how blessed is it if we 
have reason to hope this shall be our lot. If the 
spirits who are departed, and whom we have known 
upon earth, might be permitted in some easy and 
pleasant manner to make us acquainted with their 
state, what rapture would it give us to know that 
they are enjoying heaven, happiness, and glory. 
But we are to take the word of God as the ground 
of our faith. If they believe in Jesus and venture 
their souls with him, he will keep what they have 
committed to him. And if he take them to himself, 
he will make them happy in his love. He makes 
them like himself. He prepares mansions for them 
in his Father'^s house. He has •a glorious inheri- 
tance to give them. They are clothed with his 
perfect righteousness ; they are lovely in his sight ; 
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and he presents them to his Father to live and 
reign with him for ever. 

'Tis he adom*d my naked soul. 

And made salvation mine; 
Upon a poor, polluted Wjorm 

He makes his graces shine. 

And lest the shadow of a spot 

Should on my soul be found, 
lie took the robe the Saviour wrought, 

And cast it all around. 

How far the heavenly robe exceeds' 

What earthly princes wear. 
Those ornaments, how bright they shine ! 

{low white the garments are ! 

" What can exceed this state ! May we all be 
numbered with those who shall enjoy the blessed- 
ness of it. Then, whatever our trials on earth may 
be, we may assure ourselves that they are only such 
as our heavenly Father sees good for us; and he 
who sends them will give strength to bear them. He 
never did, he never will forsake them who put their 
trust in him. Thousands have tried him. Let us 
endeavour to do the same in life and in death. We 
have his word for our warrant. Let us encourage 
one another with that word. That God may assist 
us in our most difficult moments thus to do, is the 
pincere prayer, for you both at this arduous time, of 
" Your deeply sympathizing friend, . 

" J. Dawson,"" 
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** My deab Mrs. 

'^ While your dear daughter is on this side 
heaven, you cannot tell me any thing about her that 
can be indifferent to me. Therefore the question 
you asked me this afternoon, came afresh into my 
thoughts, and I with pleasure assure you that it is 
my firm belief that the souls of real Christians do im- 
mediately ascend to heaven, perhaps are carried there 
by the holy angels, who are supposed to wait around 
their dying bed, to convey them to the realms of 
bliss. The Scriptures speak of believers in Christ 
as absent from the body and present with the Lord. 
Ova Lord said to the dying thief upon the cross, — 
^ this day shalt thou be with me in paradise.'* When 
Lazarus died, he was carried by angels to Abraham^s 
bosom. An answer to a question in a catechism I 
learned when a child, says, ' The souls of believers 
are at their death made perfect in holiness, and do 
immediately pass into glory ; and their bodies being 
still united to Christ, do rest in their graves till the 
resurrection.^ Dr. Watts founds his discourse on the 
happiness of separate spirits on that text ; ^ The 
spirits of just men made perfect ^ that is, those 
whose spirits are by death freed from their bodies. 
And Mr. Hervey in one of his letters, expresses his 
opinion, that Christians are taken to heaven imme- 
diately upon their separation from the body. It is 
a pleasant thought ; at the same time, what an as- 
tonishing thing it is, that these poor bodies torn by 
sickness and condemned to waste away in the grave, 
should be destined to rise again at the resurrection 
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day, and be reunited to the soul to enjoy an eternity 
of cdi&plete and never-ending happiness^ How 
light should our heaviest trials appear, when we think 
of these things ; and God who has provided such 
everlasting comfort for his people, we may rest as^ 
sured, will not leave them to faint by the way. I 
have no doubt but he will grant you such support 
under your present trial, as will give you &esb proofs 
c^ his love to you ; both as it concerns your futile 
portion of time in this life, and what is of most kn^ 
portance, the state in which you will be called; to 
enter, when you must follow your dear child, where 
I have no doubt she wiU receive you with joy; and 
you with her, and these of your friends who possess 
the same faith, will spend a glorious eternity toge- 
ther. How pleasant the thought of meeting with 
all our pious friends who have gone before, as; well 
as those who shall follow after us. Let us da^eg 
ourselves with these thoughts, md in depeiideQce 
upon our heavenly Father, who knoweth our frame, 
and remembereth we are but dust, travel £$rw$urdi 
in hope of joining the blessed assembly above^ wher^ 
we shall be amply compensated for every trial we 
meet with and every tear we shed< I cannot help 
feeling a little regret at the reason you gave me this 
afternoon, why your dear girl could not converse more 
freely with me. I think if she had more strength^ 
I eould remove this objection. I never entered so 
entirely into the case of any young perscm before, 
^nd I am delighted to find her profession of faith in 
Christ Jesus is comfortable and firm. As long as 
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she can converse with you, endeavour to strejBgtheH 
her mind in this grand truth of the love of Christ to 
poor sinners, living and dying. I hope she will find 
comfort increased to the last moment, or that her 
dismission may be gentle and easy, perhaps in a 
comparative sleep, emblematical of that rest whidi 
her body will find in the grave, while her soul is 
conveyed to join the happy assembly of whom it is 
aaid (Rev. xxi. 4.) ^ God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. And there shall be no more so^^ 
row, nor death, nor crying, neither shall there be aHy 
more pain, for the former things are passed away.^ 
Surely in our judgment we may rather envy those 
who are gone, than those who are left behind: though 
nature must feel the bitterness of parting, I trust it 
will please God to make up the loss by his blessed 
presence, and in his own time fit you for himsdf: 
but while you are spared here, you will find a friend 
|o the utmost of her power in 

« Yours very affectionately, 

"J. Dawson." 

" My dear friend, 

" Many thanks for your very kind note. I 
am very glad that my poor writing could give you 
satisfaction. Many would think it tedious, but I 
hope it was done in sincerity. You seem to think, 
if you had been an early Christian^ it would have 
spiffed you many painful examinations. Perhaps 
not. There is such a mixture of evil with our good^ 
and Satan knows so well how to adapt his tempta* 
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tions to our ditfierent tempers and to the scenes we 
are colled to gu through at different periods of our 
lives ; that there are constant calls for fighting all 
the way till we get to the end; happy if Jesua 
condescends to fight for us, he will make us more 
than conquerors. I inclose in this, the piece signed 
by your dear child. Do not let it distress you ; she 
was happy then, she is infinitely more so now. How 
many snares and dangers has she escaped, which 
make mc tremble tor my children. We are now 
closing a year which will always be remembered 
with sensations, we must not say paininl, when 
placing every thing in its proper point of view, we 
consider a future state as infinitely preferable to the 
present ; and when we contemplate the unspeakable 
happiness of those who have left this poor perishing 
state, and are now enjoying perfection of bliss in the 
presence of their God and Saviour. I was at Lan- 
caster this aflemoou ; that is to say, at the entrance 
of the town. I went on purpose to look at the stone, 
which in the morning I found would be conveyed 
to the quiet retreat, where your dear child's remains 
are deposited. It pleased me, and I would have 
stepped down to ask if you would like to see it, but 
knowing I must leave you immediately, I thought it 
might hurt your spirits : so I came directly home, 
with a melancholy kind of satisfaction at having 
completed the last testimony of respect and afiec- 
tion for the dear deceased. It is a little remarkable, 
that this year should close, and the new year begin 
with this solemn service. How often do I repeat 
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the sweet verse, which I think reads so suitable on 
this grave-stone : 

Oh happy dead ! in Christ that sleep. 
While o*er their mouldering dust we weep : 
Oh faithful Saviour ! who shall oome. 
That dust to rescue from the tomb. 

How much is included in these four lines ! all that 
we want, if we can but believe in this precious 
Saviour. He must be our hope through life, in 
death, and at the day of judgment. Without him^ 
we are utterly undone. In this grand point of 
believing on him, we must be decided. If we trust 
in ourselves^ we shall be deceived, as too many are 
who die tolerably easy : they have no proper know- 
ledge of their state as sinners ; they see no necessity 
of the righteousness of a Saviour. The Scripture 
says, there are no bands in their death: they are not 
troubled as other men. They have not the fears that 
many good people are distressed with ; nor are they 
acquainted with their joys, when the righteousness 
of a Saviour is applied by faith. May it be our joy 
to live and die in the firm persuasion of those in- 
teresting truths. I fear there are too many decent 
characters, like that of Ignorance in the Pilgrim^s 
Progress. They go on their pilgrimage Uke others, 
and get one Vain Hope to ferry them over the river; 
but when the scene opens, and they expected to be 
admitted to the heavenly gate, are dreadftilly disap- 
pointed. I hope you have been pleased with *Lady 
Russell's letters." She was indeed an eminent 0bris-^ 
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tiaa* How desirable to follow so bright an example, 
if only in a small degree. Her resignation to the 
will of God in her heavy affliction, and the strength 
she received from above for the discharge of her 
duties to her children, are what we should feel desi- 
rous of attaining in her life and character. May. 
we at last have an abimdant entrance into the king- 
dom and joy of our Lord, when he shall come to be 
our judge. This is my wish for you, my dear friend ;' 
md you will, pray that it may be returned to 
^^ Your sincere and affectionate friend, 

"J. Dawson.'' 

Miss B. had for some years been declining in 
her health; but in the spring of the year 1806, 
there appeared visible symptoms of a rapid con- 
sumption, which continued to increase till the latter 
Qod of the month of September; when she was 
xdeased from long and painfrd suffering, and entered 
into that rest which remaineth for the people of 
God. It was very pleasant to observe, that as the 
weakness of her body increased, her mind seemed 
to gain strength, and to attain the most exalted ideas 
of religion ;. and though she said, very little to any 
person, except her mother, it appears that her dili- 
gence in using all possible means of attaining a sav- 
ing knowledge of every thing necessary for her eter- 
nal happiness^ was vei^ unccnnmon. Her Bible and 
some pious books bear the marks of a very diligent 
perusal. The most interesting passages contiuned 
in the Psalms, particularly petitions suited to her 
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State as a sinner, and entreating help, assistance, 
and salvation from God, are especially noted by her; 
and so striking are many of these passages, that am 
observer might suppose they had been noticed by a 
Christian of long standing, particularly some verses 
in the 62, 63, and 119 Psalms, with many others. 
There were several hymns in Dr. Rippon'^s coIlecti<m 
which were much esteemed by her— hymn 34, 395, 
&c. various verses of which express convicdon Gt 
sin, and earnest desires after Christ as the Saviour 
from its guilt and power. But the volume in which 
she seems to have taken much delight was Mr. 
Hervey^s Meditations, wherein she has marked some 
of the most striking passages. The following is 
one of them : ' Put off your sackcloth, and be 
girded with gladness, because Jesus is as merciful to 
save as he is mighty to help. Because, he is touched 
with the tenderest sympathizing concern for all 
your distresses ; and he lives, ever lives to be your 
advocate with the Father. Why then should uneasy 
doubts sadden your countenance.'^ Why should 
desponding fears distress your souls ? Turn, turn 
these disconsolate sighs into cheerful hymns, since 
you have his powerful intercession and his inestima- 
ble merits to be your anchor in all your tribulations, 
and to be your passport into eternal blessedness.'^ 
Also the two following lines, which are part of the 
translation of the celebrated French Sonnet, " Grand 
Dveu?"^ It concludes 

" Yet where, oh where, can e'en thy thunders faU, 

'^ Christ's Uood overspreads, and shields me from them all.*'' 
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Again : '' let Christ be your support under all your 
infirmities, lean upon Christ, as the rock of your 
salvation^ Let his name, his precious name form 
the last accent that quivers on your pale expiring 
lips.'' Another passage — " But my soul exults in 
the thought, that the garment of celestial glory, which 
shall ere long array this reanimated body, will never 
wax old. The illustrious robes of a Saviour's con- 
summate righteousness, which even now adorn the 
justified spirit, are incorruptible, immortal, Sec.*" Ano- 
ther beautiful passage begins thus — " In every temp- 
tation look unto Jesus, the author of thy strength, 
and captain of thy salvation.'' To this passage she 
has affixed the letter D. with her pencil, which is 
supposed to be intended for initials of the name of 
a firiendj who had occasionally conversed with her 
about religion. Another is respecting trusting 
God with temporals ; and begins, ^^ what a cheerii^ 
argument does our Saviour derive firom hence to 
strengthen our affiance in God." But the following 
is a passage peculiarly interesting to a friend who 
had conversed with her upon religious subjects, and 
who did not know much of the state of her mind, 
and to whom it has afforded peculiar pleasure to see 
it pointed out thus : 

" I can never forget with what heedless gaiety I 
was posting on to destruction, had not her faithful 
admonitions arrested me in the wild career. I was 
unacquainted with the Gospel, and had no concern 
for its unsearchable treasures ; but now, enlightened 
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by her instructive conversation and letters, I see 
the all-sufficiency of my Saviour, and animated by 
his repeated exhortations, I count' all things but 
loss that I may win Christ. Methinks her dis- 
courses, seasoned with religion and sent home by the 
divine Spirit, tingle in my ears, and I trust, will be 
more and more operative, till we meet each other in 
the house, not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. — a. b.*" 

To another passage she has added in the mar- 
gin, " a remark made by Mrs. D.*" Though her 
friend does not recollect the particular remark said 
to have been made, she remembers some interesting 
conversation which took place; and thinks it was 
upon the insignificance of earthly things to the im- 
mortal spirit when the body is laid in the grave, lUdd 
the certainty of the superior value of true religion 
to every thing beside. She thinks herself honoured 
and delighted by these testimonials of the sin- 
cerity of her desire for the salvation of the soul of 
her young friend, which she doubts not has been/ 
happily effected by the Spirit of God, ftccompany- 
ing the reading of the Scriptures and prayer, and 
also the perusal of a few plain books and of a few 
letters, which supplied the place of much personal 
conversation. The fear of giving pain to a most 
affectionate parent, whose constant and unremitting 
attendance upon her, through this long illness was 
repaid with the tenderest affection and solicitude 
for her welfare — a disposition which she had dis- 
covered in the warmest degree in health as well as 
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in sickness — made her backward to talk upon any 
tlung that might lead to the idea of a separation ; 
so that one might have supposed she did not think 
herself in a dangerous state. But she had long 
been thoroughly acquainted with her situation. She 
procured Dr. Watts^ Songs for Children. One 
against pride in dress, she was much delighted with. 
She sind she had learnt many off in her childhood, 
but had forgotten them, and some of them were 
Tery c<mifortable and pleasant to her. A little book 
of Sermons for Children was very interesting to her, 
and she was seldom long without it in her hands. 
The service appointed for the sick, in the Book of 
Common Prayer, was used by her with true devo- 
tkm ; and after she was confined to her bed, her 
dear mother read it constantly to her, till her ner- 
vous system became so weak, she could not bear to 
hear the turning of the leaves. If a note or a letter 
was received by her upon the subject of religion, it 

• 

was put under her pillow ; and such was her attach- 
ment to some of these writings, that she desired two 
Psalms of Dr. Watts^ and some other little pieces, 
might be deposited with her remains, which, in com- 
pliance with her request, was accordingly done. On 
the ISth of September, a person said to her, ^ I hope 
you believe in Jesus.'' * Oh yes,' she said, * I do. 
A friend told me of this and I feel perfectly com- 
posed and happy in trusting in Jesus.' A heavenly 
smile was upon her countenance when she said this. 
September 18th. — She enquired, whether the soul 
ascended to heaven immediately after its release 



OF MES. DAWSON. 161 

from the body ; and was delighted with some 
thou^ts on that subject, communicated by a friend. 
She could not be satisfied, till she had entreated her 
mother to write a note to that friend, expressiye of 
the happy state of her mind, and to teU her that she 
could think only of Jesus ; that she was happy to 
have done with this vain world, and that she should 
meet her friend in heaven ; that she was much pleas^ 
ed with that friend''s expresskms respecting the state 
of the soul after death ; and that she was perfectly 
satisfied. When her nights were very weansomc^, 
she desired her mother to read to her ; and then 
would pray and^ntreat her mother to pray with her. 
She told, her, she had seen two angels, and that she 
should go with one of them soon. She also said, 
that they should pray for that friend^ for whom she 
had expressed a particular esteem; and who, she 
said, had given her the best advice. Some passages 
in the burial service were very precious to her. She 
had expressed a desire to see two books, mentioned 
in the note& of Mr. Hervey^'s Meditations ; viz. Dr. 
LuQas^ Enquiry after happiness, and Jenk^s Sub- 
mission to the righteousness of God. They were 
procured ; but she was too weak to hear any of them 
read to her. She suffered much pain during the 
last fortnight; but was uncommonly patient, and 
exerted herself to comfort her dear parent, encourag-' 
ing her to put all her trust and confidence in God, 
and assuring her that he would never leave nor for- 
sake her. She had been long attentively visited by 
her physician. She told him, if it had pleased God^ 

M 
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she should wish to have lived a few years longei', 
but she submitted to his vill. She had in general 
been very patient throughout ; and strove to say 
every thing to her dear parent, to impress her with 
a sense of the duty of acqiiiesciBg with the will of 
God concemmg her : telling her that if her life had 
been spared, she might not have been without afflic- 
tion, and representing how much better it was for 
her to go to a happier state, now it had pleased ■ 
God to prepare her for it. She spent lier last night 
in giving directions to a particular friend, for whose 
spiritual welfare she was much concerned ; and the 
day following, spent most of the time in prayer to 
God to bless all present, firequently clasping her 
hands together, and pointing upwards, as if to hea- 
ven. About half an hour after six in the evening, 
on Tuesday the 30th of September, she resigned 
her spirit without the least sigh or groan, but so 
easily, that it was scarcely known when she ceased 
to breathe ; a drcumstanee which is pleasing, as we 
hope it is a token of the serenity of the spirit in that 
happy moment, when, being released &om the poor 
emaciated body, it finds itself surrounded by saints 
and angels in that world where there is no more 
pain, nor sorrow, nor crying — the former things are 
passed away. We trust she is now joining a celestial 
company in singing praises to God and the Lamb, 
and where we hope to meet her with all those de- 
parted in the faith. And so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore let us comfort one another 
with these words. Her remains were interred on Fri,- 
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day the 3rd of October in the burying ground of St. 
John^s Chapel; being attended by fourteen young 
people. May it be the happiness of every one of 
them to die as she died ; and to share the same felicity 
which, we doubt not, she is enjoying in the heavenly 
world. 

In the year 1807^ Mrs. Dawson accepted an in^ 
vitation from her brother to visit hiin ; and by this 
means, enjoyed the satisfaction of renewing her in^ 
tercourse with all her beloved relatives, and thus 
introducing her family to those from whom she had 
long been separated. None could more fully appre- 
ciate the advantages that were to be reaped, or evince 
deeper gratitude for the attentions she received. 
Revived and edified, she was enabled to pursue her 
course, leaning on the all-sufficiency of her Saviour. 
She had also the gratification of once more behold- 
ing her venerable friend Mr. Newton; although 
from the weight of years and the lapse of time, it 
required considerable explanation before he could 
apprehend the person of his former friend. No 
change had taken place in his mind ; his language^ 
still the same-— only waiting his Master^s will. He 
uttered an affectionate prayer, placing his hands on 
the heads of two of her children who accompanied 
her, as an earnest of his blessing. After spending 
four months in the society of her endeared connec- 
tions, she returned to her peaceful habitation ; where 
she thus writes to a friend: 
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■' MV UEAfi , 

" I have sent you a few of the letters of my 
[ venerable friend Mr. Newton. I am afraid you will 
' find the hand rather difficult to read, but do not 
hurry or fatigue yourself. The sentiments are so 
good, that they will repay you for the trouble. Von 
wit] see his opioiou of worldly pleasures. Indeed I 
think his ideas are right. I can 6nd that a very 
small portion of them ought to be sufficient for the 
children of religious parents. May it please God 
to provide different pleasures and employments for 
my dear children, or I shall be far from happy, i 
hope they were given me as blessings, or I should 
be apt to say as one of old — did I desire a child ? 
I will hope that former kindnesses to myself, are 
earnests of future happiness for them. In one of 
the inclosed letters you will find a beautiful compari- 
son of a Christian's life to a piece of tapestry work, 
which taken only as it appears while unfinished, 
seems con^sed, but when completed, is beautiful 
in all its parts. The doctrince of providence, and 
God onlering every thing for good, is delightful 
when we can receive it ; but when perplexities arise, 
and the spirits sink, it is hard to believe this truth. 
But as Mr. Henry says, we have three unchangeables 
to oppose to our mufables. An unchangeable God, 
unchangeable promises, and an unchangeable hea- 
ven. How happy to be enabled to take refiige in 
these great truths. — Lady Kiissell kept her certain 
days of retirement ; and I should always like to read 
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Mr. Henry's life through at this season of the year. 
With many thanks for your kindness, 

" I remain 

" Yours sincerely, 

"J. Dawson."" 

After fixing her two youngest children in the 
most improving situations for their education, in the 
year. 18099 she i^ajuj journeyed southward, where a 
most severe ^d ^^xpepted trial to her faith awaited 
her. Scarcely, had she begun to enjoy the blessings 
of the social ci|clei» than herself and friends were 
alarmed by the symptoms of fever in her only 
s(m, and which continued during twelve weeks with 
such unabated violence as entirely to baffle the 
skill of the most eminent physicians. All that 
could be procured or suggested by relative affec- 
tion, was summoned to relieve the sufferer; but in 
vain, till the Lord appeared as his healer, and in 
a Bianner beyond belief, restored him to her as one 
alive from the dead. During a period of sixteen 
weeks, she seldom quitted his apartment ; watching 
over him by night and by day with a solicitude, 
which may be inferred from the following remarks : 

" Nov. 19. Sab. af);emoon. Highbury Place. — 
Confined from the house of God by a providence 
new in the annals of my. life ; viz. the severe illness 
of kny dear son, cm whom God, for wise reasons, has 
laid his afl9icting.hand. Oh may the power of divine 
truth enlighten his imderstanding and comfort his 
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Bpirit; and vhile I stand with trembling anxiety 
watching the progress of disease, and earnestly 
hoping for the favourable interposition of providence, 
may my spirit be resigned, and believe that the 
Lord will care for me in this momentous concern. 
What an affliction it would be to part with him, I 
can scarcely describe ! What anxiety I have felt 
Inspecting his future life, is equally impossible to 
express ! Therefore do I commit him into the 
hands of a gracious God, who in my judgment I be- 
lieve, will do what is right. But oh that his life 
may be precious in thy sight, oh ! Lord ! that he 
may be spared to be a blessing to myself; and that 
he may be useful to the church of God in his day 
itnd generation ! 



*' Dec. 5. — A fortnight has elapsed, and very 
little progress made in the returning health of my 
dear son. He has been brought to the extreme of 
weakness ; insomuch that it may be s^d, ' if ftom 
the borders of the grave thou bringest my soul, may 
the glory redound to thee.' I have never felt my 
mind inclined to ^ve him up, only conditionally. 
If God foresaw that his future life might be turned 
aside by temptation, and be disqualified for the ser- 
vice of God, I could resign him to his father, in the 
days of his youth; but I would rather pray, that he 
may be usefid and honourable in his station to the 
glory of his heavenly Father. I cannot help saying 
with Hagar, ' let me not see the death of the child ;' 
»nd I will also say, ' not my will, but thine bo done.' 
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If possible let this cup pass from me, and deal g^si- 
Ujr with us, £br thy mercies^ sake. 

<^ Jan. 1. 1810. — This evening Mr. Clayton came 
Hp into his chamber, and made an excellent prayer» 
which I hope will be answered for us all. Oh ! thai 
this providence may be sanctified to every individual 
of my family, and that Christ may be formed in their 
hearts^ the hope of glory. 

^^ Jan. 10.— The last week my mind has had 
fresh exercises respecting my dear child. We hoped 
he was recovering ; but alas ! the physician declares 
the uncertainty of the event, from his great weak- 
ness. We have no hope, but in the great Physician. 
How hard do I findit to ^ve him up ! I know how 
I ought to act; but oh the pain, the struggle it 
causes. I wish to be entirely resigned. When I 
consider the interest that has been excited about 
him in this part of the world; the thousands of 
prayers that have been offered for- him by his dear 
relations and their connections, and the best of th^ 
good people at Lancaster— •these things seem to say, 
if praying breath was never spent in vain, surely 
his life must be spared; or if not, some great 
evil must be prevented, which might terminate in 
the loss of his soul. It gave me pleasure to find 
that he derived some consolation from the text in 
John iii. 16. His uncle made a few comments on 
it, and affectionately commended us to God. Lord, 
thou never didst refuse such a petition when upon 
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earth ; nay, didst even prevent the request in the 
case of the poor widow, who had much people of 
the city with her. Thou saidst, ^ weep not ;^ and 
raised ftbm the dead. Oh raise him up from the 
borders of the grave, and: let him live to be a pillar 
in tlie house of the L^rd* But above all, may he 
have light in hi9 soul, Md give hun faith in the 
atoning blood of Jesud, that he may have a firm 
hope that his sins are for^ven him. May he grow 
up before thee, and adorn the garden of the church 
below ; but if it must be otherwise, give me some 
evidence that he shall flourish with beauty in thy 
courts above! 

.... f»» - »« 

^^ Jmi. £3.— 'My mind is deeply depressed. The 
physician !is using his la&t effort, whidi he considers 
to be of Uttle use. I know God is wise, just, and 
even merciful -in his determination. He knows 
what I do not. : He sees what I do not see. He 
may see it necessary to jbake this lamb to his fold; 
rather than suffer it t(y be exposed to the wintry 

blast here. Oh that I^eould say, 

^ 1 know thy judgments. Lord, are right ; 

Thoogh they may seem severe ; 
The sharpest sufferings I hav^ known. 

Flow from ' th y fi^dthful care." 

* ^^ March' S.-^-^It is a considerable time since I have 
had an opportunity of ^ noticing the providence of 
God to iJfte aM'mi)^; Surely. I may say, *what 
shall I render to' tho Lord for all his mercies.' 



OF MRS. DAWSON. ]69 

When all despaired, God raised up. He said — ^ I 
am the Lord that healeth thee.** — He hath heard my 
prayer and the prayers of ■' thousands, and raised up 
my dear child; who has left his chamber thk 
week, and is restored to his dear friends again. 
Oh may the affliction be deeply sanctified to him and 
me. He has been gradually restored ; though his 
spirits are very languid. And now what shall I say 
respecting myself. I Cannot rejoice in the progres- 
sive restoration of my child with the ardour I other- 
wise should do, on account of my own personal 
affliction, which I fear will confine me when he will 
be ready io go lip to the house of the Lord. Oh 
let me have a look froih thee to comfort : a look of 
espedal observation — a look of compassion — ^a look 
of support and assistance. 

" March ll.—^Sab. day. — This day my dear son 
is gone up to the house of the Lord. I am imder 
the painfril necessity to abide at home. Perhaps it 
is, that I may more ardently prize those ordinances 
when I can attend them. I trust my thanks to a 
gracious God are still tlie same ; and that I shall 
learn to trust him for every thing I need in this life 
and that which is to come.*" 

On the following week, a day of thanks^ving was 
observed ; when the following poem was presented to 
her, accompanied with sweet petitions to the throne 
of mercy ; and on the^Sth of March she was enabled 
to return home after an absence of six months with 
her son and daughter. 
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D£J£CT10N.H0P£— AVB OBATITUDE. 

I. 

The tear that distils from mine eye. 
And the paleness that covers my cheek. 

The repeated and sorrowful sigh. 
That threaten^ this bosom to break ; 

These wearisome watohings and pain, 

These anxious soUdtudes too — 
If I must be compell'd to explain — 

Are all, my dear Edward, for you. 

The sorrows of relative love 

Haveconsum'd the fond joys of my heart ; 
But how fiery my trials must prove. 

When soon we must finally part. 

My gourd that fast withers, farewell ! 

The fleeting possession retires ; 
Those presages almost foretel 

That the languishing Edward expires. 

II. 

But why should I deeply complain. 
Though droops the fair plant that I rear ; 

It may blossem and flourish again 
And renew'd in fresh verdure appear. 

That effective Omnipotent Power 
Which causM the young stem to arise, 

Can remand me the fugitive flower. 
And quicken its life e*«r it dies. 

That Power which from stones of the earth, 
Bids Abraham's children to spring; 

To health can make sickness give birth, 
And the dumb in his praises to sing. 
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The Saviour, who heals the dlflease 

Which baffles all medical skill, 
Can speak but one word if he please. 

And cure every corporal HL 

He can say to the Damsel; arise, 

Awake from your death-boding sleep : 
Can wipe away tears iram the eyes. 

And require me no longer to weep. 

'Tis with Him to command e*eii the dead. 

To break earth's imprisoning womb ; 
To start from the darit and cM bed. 

From the dust and disgrace of the tomb. 

Then let me confide in his power, 
Though obscure all my prospects may seem ; 

He can dear up my cloudiest hour. 
For all things are easy to him. 

111. 

Well— the rain it is over and gone. 

And the storms of the winter are past. 
The clouds they are all overblown. 

With the rude and tempestuous blast. 

Awake then, my harp and my voice, 

To tunes of melodious air ; 
Come let me be glad and rejoice 

In the proofs of his love and his care. 

The strings that in idleness hung 

On the bough of the sad willow trecu 
No more, on the branfihes unstrung. 

Shall continue unfinger'd by me. 

I will join with the birds of the grove, 

That warble harmonious lays ; 
With the strain of the wild-noted dove, 

To chaunt forth his merited praise. 
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Sweet garlands my brow shall adorn, 
GatherM fresh from the flowery mead ; 

I will throw off the sharp piertdng thorn. 
Which occasioned my temples to bleed. 

I will simmion my friends all around. 

To unite in a dlK»^ of song ; 
While each gladsome heart will rebound, 

Aiid the praises of Jesus prolong. . 

All blest be his glorious name. 

Who redeenis Mai the gates of the grave ; 
Full wide be extended his name, 

Who has pro^d he *s afani^ty to save. 

Yet so long as t mburn below, 
I must meet with vicissitudes still : 

Oh ! for deep resignation to bow 
To the dictates ef Sovereign Will. 

If my orchards no produce should 3rield, 
If no (M from my oMve should £b11, ■ . 

If the flock be cut off from the fieldv : 
Or the herd be not found in the stalL-. 
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If my vine its young fruitlings should cast. 
And the fig-tree its promising bloom, - 

If the lightning and furious bldst 
All the com in- the riieadows consume*- 



If the hurricane's violent sweep 

Quite demolish the tent where I dwell ; 
O'er the corse of the children I weep. 

Should 1 hear the fiinereal knells- 
Yet *tis mijae to rejoice in the Lord, 

Who can ev^ comfort recall : 
Though he slay me^ I'll trust in his word— 

For He is my portion— my All. 
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In the year 1816, she prepared for a change of 
residence, from the proposed erection of a new house, 
in the place of her present habitation. She accord- 
ingly removed to the town, where in the course of 
ti^o years, she fixed herself in the situation from 
which she never afterwards removed. During tUs 
intervd, she had the inexpressible comfort of wit- 
nessing, on the 23d of September, 1817, being the 
anniversary of her birth, the union of her son with 
the object of his choice and affectioni^ in the person 
of Miss Wilson, of Abbott Hall, in Westmorlatid, 
to whom she became tenderly attached, and whom 
she received to her heart with all the tenderness of 
parental regiard. On the return of the day next 
y^ar, she thus writes : 

^^ I desire once more to adknowledge the goodness 
of God to me in preserving me to the commence- 
ment of another year of my existence. Much of 
his goodness and mercy have I received. Oh may 
gratitude be written on my heart ! Oh may I feel 
more love to that Saviour who has done much for 
me and mine I My dear son and daughter are'enter-' 
ed on a new dwelling, which we hope God will bless. 
Oh may God bless them to the good of their neigh- 
bourhood; and forget not thine unworthy worm, 
but teach me to follow harder after thee, and help 
me to trust thee more simply, and rely on thee more 
steadily than ever. Perhaps my years may not be 
many ; perhaps my jubilee year from the period I 
united myself to the church below, may see me in 



that state where I hope to be united to the chutch 
above. It may be sooner, or it may be later — oh! to 
be ready for my great change. May Jesus be our 
song and shield ; and may we tread in the steps of 
the excellent of the earth. It is more than forty 
years since my dear father bid adieu to the carea 
and sorrows of this perishing world. He died rich 
in faith, and had a triumphant entry into the joy of 
his Lord ; and during these forty years have I been 
led and sustained in the wilderness ; and shall I * 
ever doubt that love, which has so far led and fed 
me, directed and counseDed me.^ provided for my 
wants, and caused me to abide in peace and health? 
May he provide for my dear children ; and give my 
dear new-married ones his special blessing. Oh 
may God vouchsafe us all his supports till the great 
trial of all. Grant it, Lord, for thy infinite mercy. 
Amen." 



Every addition to her family called forth her 
warmest spiritual desires. Especially at the birth 
of her grand-children, how anxious was she that 
the blessing of God should be their prime inheri- 
tance, that they might be early brought to know 
the Lord God of their fathers : that he might be 
the portion of each ; viewing them as the seed of 
the righteous, to whom the promise is given. The 
birth of her eldest granddaughter she thus notices : 



" December 29, 1819. — My dear daughter-in-law 
was this morning safety brought to bed. Lord, I d&- 
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vote the infant to thee': oh may she be thy own 
child ! may she be taken into thy covenant ; ; am} 
never be separated from thee. May the Lord be 
her portion, and that of all my dear children !^ 

« February 18, 1820.— This day, my dear little 
grand-child came to my house ; her mother going 
to the house of God for the first time after her 
confinement. May the dear child grow up before 
the Lord in every desirable gift and grace, and may 
the Lord be her portion. Amen. This day it is 
forty-two years since my dear and honoured father 
went to glory, and entered his everlasting rest. How 
affecting and tender his parting with his children* 
How fervent his expressions of love to his Saviour, 
and faith in him. How earnestly did he exhort the 
two ministers to preach Jesus. I have this day at- 
tended the church as well as my own chapel, and so 
commemorated the remembrance of that day. Oh ! 
blessed heaven, where there shall be no differences 
of opinion, but all shall be a happy union and glo^ 
nous blessedness. I love to join in the different 
persuasions below, to remind me that all true believ- 
ers are one in Christ. The period must soon airive 
when I must appear before God. Oh ! to be then 
clothed in my Saviour's righteousness, and not a 
spot to be seen on my immortal soul.^ 

In the spring of 1823, that affectionate and tender 
sympathy for which she was remarkable, was brought 
into severer exercise than any she bad experienced 
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since the deatli of her husband. It waB then, she I 
had to miogle her tears with those of her son, who I 
was called to resign his beloved wife ; who in the j 
bloom of youth, after giving birth to a s 
taken from the endearments of this life to the nobler 
enjoyments of her father's house in the kingdom of 
heaven. The firm and unbroken affection which 
had subsisted between these kindred spirits, would 
have rendered this stroke insupportable, had th^*"! 
not been sustained by a hope that the separation wauld 
be but for a season, and that the day could not be 
distant when a re-union would take place in the 
blissful regions where sighs and farewells are a sound 
unknown. 



After ^ving expression to some degree of fear aa 
to the recovery of her beloved daughter, she writes 
on the 12th of May ; " I said, suffer no deep afflic- 
tion to befall us. This petition has not been grant- 
ed." She then proceeds to record the closing scene 
of a life most desirable to all with whom the dying 
saint had been connected ; a scene never to be fot^ 
gotten by those who witnessed it, and in which waa 
manifested in a striking manner the faithfulness q£ 
GUtd to his promises, and the tender love of Jesua 
to his followers, in passijig the valley of the shadow, 
of death, Surrounded by her near and dear rela- 
tives, she addressed them in the most tender manner. 
Thanking her much loved mothcr-in-Iaw in strains 
of touching gratitude for all her kindness; and 
committing her three children to the care of her 
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covenant Ood, and entreating her servants to eare 
for their immortal souls ; she then prepared herself 
with unusual energy, mingled with holy composure 
for the journey she had often contemplated. After 
calling on her sister-in-law and her husband to 
commend her to Jesus, and joining with them in 
repeating a favourite hymn of Dr. Watts ; ** There 
is a land of pure delight C* she exclaimed ; ^^ I see 
a star of glory — Jesus will soon be here— I die quite 
comfortable and happy ."" Thus did she jrield her 
blessed spirit into the hands of that Saviour, whom 
she had loved and faithfully served. This was 
indeed a state that called for the exercise of resig- 
nation in the aged Christian. Her great desire was 
that the end of affliction might be answered ; that 
she might become more entirely spiritual, and closely 
follow the footsteps of those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises. 

On the 26th of May, she has the following memo- 
randum : ^^ Oh Lord, thou hast completed thy work 
of judgment— thy strange work. The dear little 
child, from whom we promised ouTselvespleasure,thou 
hast laid in the dust. Thou didst take the mother : 
now thou hast taken her dear little son. The father is 
left— -is bereaved. Oh! do not leave us— do not 
forsake us ! I feel very much afflicted and distres- 
sed ; but do not let me rebel against thee by mur- 
muring at thy disposals. Keep us near to thyself. 
Amen.*" 

M 



178 



LIFE AND WfilTINGS 



AprU 28, 1824— She thus writes : " This day- 
being the anniversary of the birth of my dear little 
grandson, whom it pleased God to take away one 
month after its birth, I cannot help recording it ; ex- 
pressing my hope that he is an heir of an im- 
mortal crown ; an inheritance incorruptible, and that 
fadeth not away; and is now with hi^ beloved mo- 
ther before the throne of God and the Lamb. In 
his death, I trust they were both interested, and are 
rejoicing, that their warfare is accomplished and 
their iniquity pardoned. They know not of our low 
cares, our trivial pursuits. Yet I hope we are 
pressing on to God, and in a short time shall join 
them there. May the Lord give us wisdom to do 
what we ought to do while we remain here ; then may 
we follow those who are gone to their rest, where 
God shall wipe away all tears from our eyes.^ 

The habit she was in of constantly resigning her 
most intimate concerns to the divine guidance, was 
of the greatest use: ever unfolding to her ways of 
providence, and enabling her to discover a hand, 
which might have been invisible to a common ob- 
server. She had great comfort in seeing her dear 
little grandchildren consigned to the care of a valu* 
able relative, whose piety and experience seemed to 
supply as far as possible the tender assiduities of a 
mother. Her constant petitions arose for them to a 
throne of grace. W hen the yoimger had attained her 
fifth year, she writes : ^' May the Lord grant that she 
may grow up before him as a dearly beloved child. 
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and as an heir of glory. May every blessing descend 
upon them, with all their dear connections.'" 

Her thoughts and affections were constantly tend- 
ing towards the better world, and every dispensation 
of providence she improved, to quicken her progress 
in preparation for the glorious rest she anticipated. 
In the latter years of her life, she occasionally suf- 
fered severely from the tic doloreux, and it was in 
these seasons she manifested the greatest patience 
and submission to the divine will. 

On March 6, 1825, she remarks : ^^ Having been 
indisposed of late, I desire to consider my state of 
mind, and to mourn over my want of faith, and seek 
after a more habitual casting myself and my concerns 
on the Lord ; yet how apt am I to indulge in thoughts 
of vanity rather than strive to have them more fixed 
on heavenly things. I ought to consider whether 
my indisposition may not lead to such complaints as 
may end in the dissolution of this poor frail body. 
Oh that every pain may draw my heart upward, and 
keep it from sinking into selfish concerns. My dear 
grandchildren are gone with their aunt to Kendal. 
How glad should I be to see their minds impressed 
with some tender thoughts of religion, though it is 
yet early. May the Lord sanctify every providence 
to fit us more for the inheritance of the saints in 
light, and may I be more ardently looking to the day 
of God. The week before last, our young friend 
Miss M. T. entered, I trust, her heavenly rest, 
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tfter an illness of four months. May her end, which 
was peace, be sanctified to' her family. May they 
all deeply feel the necessity of faith in Christ to en- 
able them to pursue after heavenly things ; and may 
we all prepare for that death which surrounds us in 
the midst of life. 

^< April 26th. In the course of the last week, 
I have to record the death of our former worthy 
friend and pastor, the Rev. Mr. Charrier. I trust 
he is arrived at that happy place, reserved for those 
who have served the Lord, and especially in the 
work of the Christian ministry. I trust he has 
received the reward of — * Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant ; enter into the joy of thy Lord.^ Oh 
may I in due time follow him. , Oh may I leain to 
do the work of the day in the day, to love the Lord 
more, to follow him more fully and never to draw 
back in a time of trial. The last words our Rev. 
friend uttered were ; ' What I say imtp *you, I say' 
unto all — ^watch.** When his dang^ was announced, 
he said, ^ I am ready ."^ To be able to say this on a 
good ground, is a great thing. May it be my happy 
case, whether sooner or later I am called to follow 
him. May a pastor be sent, to feed the people he 
has left with knowledge and understanding.^ 

On the 23rd of September in this year, she en- 
tered the last she was to spend in this vale of tears ; 
and as usual she notices it with the humility that 
eminently adorned her character : ^^ Having been 
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Spared to complete another year of life, Lord, I de< 
sire to repent of its uselessness. Oh ! may I spend 
my short remaining time more to thy glory. We 
passed last week at Heysham, where as usual I was 
delighted with the works of God and his wonders in 
the great deep. I found pleasure in the society of 
a good minister and his wife, (the Rev. Mr. M-*,) 
a man of much trial. Oh ! that I could do and get 
good by these communications. We only make 
short acquaintances here; oh how desirable that 
country where our socid bliss shall be perfect ; be- 
cause derived from immediate communication with 
the Saviour.'' 

On the 16th of November, she penned the last 
memorandum she made of the dealings of God in 
providence and grace, in her journey through the 
wilderness.^ She notices with much pleasure the 
sermons she had heard from her friend, the Rev. E* 
Parsons, as peculiarly suited to the aged Christian ; 
and then presents an affectionate prayer for her son^ 
who had taken his departure for London ; adding 
in the spirit of affection and benevolence which dis- 
tinguished her : ^ may all our dear friends be bless^ 
ed, and may every one of our family be bound up 
in the bundle of life with the Lord our God. Oh 
that I may be made a little usefrd ; and above all, be 
ready for an exchange of worlds, whenever it shall 
please God to call me out of this world of sin an** 
sorrow. May an abundant entrance be' granted v 
into the kingdom o^ur Lord Jesua Christ. AiB^ 
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She was soon to prove the inestimable value of 
that habitual preparation in which she had lived, 
for the coming of her Lord. Her heart and affec- 
tions were constantly going forth in warm desires 
towards her Father^s house. Having fulfilled alt 
that God had appointed her to accomplish, in her 
earthly pilgrimage, for her family and the church of 
Christ, she seemed to have little to do, but to put off 
the garment of mortality and to faU asleep in Jesus. 
It had often been her wish to realize the desire of 
her favourite poet in the contemplation of the closing 
scene: 

*^ May some disease, not tardy to perform 
Its destined office, but with gentle stroke, 
Dismiss me weary to my safe retreat.*' 

It m&y be truly said, that for more than fifty years, 
her " conversation had been in heaven ; from whence 
also she looked for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ;^ and being assured she had an Almighty 
friend who would be ready to receive her into the 
mansions prepared for her, she could contemplate 
the approach of death without apprehension ; know- 
ing whom she believed, and ^^ being persuaded he 
was able to keep what she had committed to him 
against that day.^ 

On the 1st of December, she was attacked with 
what appeared to others a slight cold ; from some 
remarks of a heavenly nature which escaped her, 
she seemed impressed with a presentiment that soon 
•he must put off her earthly tenement. Her fre- 
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quent prayer had been : " Lord, grant that I may be 
ready whenever the summons shall come : let there 
be no Conxion ; let my house be in order.^ She 
had for some time acted as treasurer to the Ladies^ 
Bible Association in Lancaster, but on that day 
addressed a note to her valued friend the secretary 
of that institution, with a letter to the committee, 
resigning her office; and thus she seemed to bid 
farewell to those of her friends she had associated 
with in that great work of Christian love. During 
the day, she was more than usually cheerful, and 
had much conversation with her daughters ; express- 
ing a hope that she should not be confined by a 
lengthened illness, so unwilling did she at all times 
feel to give additional trouble to those who attended 
upon her. She retired to rest rather earlier than 
usual; and on her youngest daughter giving her 
the medicine prescribed at twelve o^clock, she peace- 
fully reclined her head on her pillow ; signifying 
she felt better and very comfortable. At three 
in the morning, the same hand would have again 
administered the appointed remedy — ^but she needed 
no earthly comforter to soothe her — she was gone to 
take her seat under the shadow of the tree of life — 
thither her blessed spirit had peacefully withdrawn. 
In the stillness of the night, a voice had whispered to 
her, ^* Thy warfare is accomplished ; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.'' Surely her end was peace. 

To enlarge on the feelings of others on this sud- 
den and unexpected event, which deprived her fa- 
mily of a mother unequalled in the tenderness of her 
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affection, and the church of a member distinguished 
by the constancy and fervour of her prayers ; would 
not accord with the object of this memoir. Let us 
tather say to those who fondly mourn the loss of 
pious and beloved parents, now no longer your com- 
pani<ms and your guides;. — ^look upward, and by 
£dth, behold the spuits of the just made perfect. 
The golden gates of the new Jerusalem have un- 
folded for their admittance. Angels, who took de* 
light in ministering to them while they sojourned 
in the wilderness, have conducted them to fields of 
perpetual verdure; and introduced them to that 
blessed Saviour who redeemed them with his precious 
blood ; they have received their crown, and tune 
their harps to the praise of redeeming love. Their 
fisars and anxieties are for ever gone ; in the city 
where they dwell there is no night, there is no need 
of the sun, for the glory of God doth lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof. Shoidd we wish 
their return ? Our feeble nature might desire it; 
but rather let us remember their example, and like 
them be ready, ^^ with our lamps trimmed, and our 
loins girded as those prepared for the coming of our 
Lord.^ 

*^ And might those pleasant hours again appear, 
Might one wish bring them, would we wish them here ? 
I would not trust my heart-^the dear delight 
Seems so to be desir'd-^perhaps I might ; 
But no— what here we call our life is such. 
So little to be lov*d, and thou so much. 
That I should iU requite thee, to constrain 
Thy unbound spirit into bonds again." 
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In attempting to describe the character of a pa- 
rent, a difficulty presents itself of no comnum mag- 
nitude ; filial affection might be foi^ven if blind to 
faults, scarcely perceptible to an obsenrant eye. 
If faults could be discovered, they were so nearly 
akin to virtues of the most ami^J^le kind, that it 
seems difficult to draw a line of distinction. Her 
modesty was so great, that it amounted to timidity ; 
and led her to shun every thing that would have 
made even h^ excellencies prominent to the public 
eye. An instance of this presents itself to the 
memory of the writer. At her request, a near and 
dear relative of hers printed a sermon on the plain 
and important truths of the Gospel, the distributi<m 
of which she hoped might be blessed to the spirituid 
good of her neighbours and fiiends. He dedicated 
it to her in terms expressive of his affection'; yet so 
fearftil was she that even this should wear the ap- 
pearance of self-complacency, that she cut out the 
dedication firom most of the copies, expressing her- 
self in the remarks she has written on that occasion, 
with the greatest humility before God : so anxious 
was she to fulfil her Master^s command ; '^ let not 
thy left hand know what thy right hand doth.^ 
Truly she was a mother in Israel, and the Saviour^s 
beatitude was her portion : ^^ Blessed are the meek, 
for^ they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they ahaU be called the children of 
God.^ She acted in the epint of a passage written 
in one of her papers, ^^ resign, conquer self; give up 
to others; let mildness, and gentleness, and iht 
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graces of the Holy Spirit reign in thy breast ; and 
be victorious over discontent and pride, which it re- 
quires more pains to overcome, than to cultivate a 
calm composed resignation. Beg a resigned, con- 
quered will, a will broken to pieces before the Lord, 
and moulded into his own spotless and divine will ; 
pitying, but never provoking thy fellow-creatures.'' 

It has been abeady seen how much it was her 
happiness in the morning of her days/o devote her- 
self to God; deriving her greatest pleasure &om 
the Scriptures, which, like Timothy, she knew from 
her youth. 

Her Christian charity was prominent, through 
life. Like that commended by St. Paul, it never 
^uled. To be a real Christian was a sufficient intro- 
duction to her friendship; and in how many instances 
her kindness flowed in a channel which no human eye 
saw, will not be discovered till the day when the 
secret service shall be openly rewarded before men 
and angels. How tenderly also did her affectionate 
heart go forth towards the young ; she seemed to 
watch for their souls, and if she could discover the 
dawnings of a desire toward God, she seized the 
favourable opportunity to present some book, which 
she thought might be usefrd in helping them to 
decide their choice for heaven. Her reading had 
been directed to the most valuable authors of the 
present day, and she delighted in the writings of 
holy men of old, which she made her own; Arch- 
bishop Leighton, Flavel, Owen, Howe, Henry, 
Watts, Romaine, and her beloved correspondent 
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Newton, were her favourites in divinity ; and on 
other subjects, she sought her information from the 
best writers : reading not so much for entertainment, 
as for the profit of herself and those connected with 
her. This indeed seemed the great end of her life; 
sprmging from a desire to glorify God, both in life 
and in death. " The memory of the just is blessed ;** 
and never could this text be applied with greater 
truth to any character than the one which is heSre 
presented to the reader. May the remembrance of 
her virtues be an incitement to pursue the path she 
steadily trod ; and in which she persevered till she 
received the end of her faith, and in the bosom of 
her Lord whom she loved and faithfrdly served, 
found rest and eternal joy. 



THE END. 



The Printer regrets that thefoOomng paragraph ufot emitted in itt 

proper place : page 34. 

6th. That there is a throne of grace to which 
all poor sinners are earnestly desired to come, where 
they may tell all their sorrows, and pour forth their 
whole soul into the bosom of a compassionate Savi- 
our, who is able and ready to help, and will help, in 
any time of need. This is a great privilege indeed. 
Oh my soul, use tWs privilege without abusing it. 
Let the omnipresence of a holy God fill thee with 
awe when thou approachest him. Let the view of a 
tender-hearted Saviour melt thy frozen affections, 
and a knowledge that the blessed Spirit must assist 
thee to pray aright. Let these things make thee 
very serious in this business ; at the same time la^ 
hour after a holy familiarity at this throne ; labour 
to get interested in thy Jesus^ affections ; constantly 
plying at this throne ; pay without iceasing : the 
promises are so many to the performers of this duty, 
it is charming to think of it. Bless God then for a 
throne of grace. 
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Various Pages— /or the " Rev. Mr. Kitchen," read " Rer. Mr. 

Hitchin." 
Page 1, line 3, fw " 1760," read " 1769." 

18, — 6 from foot, fw " he stiU," read " lie still." 

31, — l,/(w "Sep. 3." r«arf"Sep. 28." 

73, — 6, /or " apiarynths," r«orf " amaranths." 
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